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Hunain Alkhateb poses with her husband, Mohamed Jihan, on UM hijab day. Alkhateb is one of just 5,000 Muslims living in
Mississippi, and she chose to be here. For a profile of Alkhateb, see page 6.

University hosts first
lavender graduation

KIARA MANNING

kamannin@go.olemiss.edu

The University is prepar-
ing to host its inaugural Lav-
ender Graduation to honor
LGBTQ students for their
achievements. The event will
place on from noon to 1 p.m.
Friday, May 6 in the Student
Union Ballroom.

Lavender Graduation has
been around for several years.
The first ceremony took place
at the University of Michigan
in 1995 and has since then
been instituted at numer-
ous universities throughout
the country. The ceremony
was created by Ronni Sanlo,
a Jewish lesbian, after she
was not allowed to attend her
children’s graduation due to
her sexual orientation. Tra-
ditionally, every ceremony
takes place a week before the
university’s commencement
events.

Jamie Cantrell, professor
and member of the inaugu-
ral planning committee, said
Lavender Graduation is a way
to honor students for their
achievements at Ole Miss.

“Lavender Graduation is a
cultural celebration that rec-
ognizes LGBTQ students and
acknowledges their achieve-
ments and contributions to
the University as students
who successfully navigat-

ed the college experience,”
Cantrell said.

Lavender is a significant
part of LGBTQ history. It is a
combination of the pink tri-
angle gay men were required
to wear in concentration
camps and the black triangle
that labeled lesbians as polit-
ical prisoners in Nazi Germa-
ny. The LGBTQ community
turned these symbols of hate
into a symbol of pride in their
community.

At least 50 guests are con-
firmed for this year’s ceremo-
ny, Cantrell said. A total of 13
students are expected to par-
ticipate, which consists of six
graduates and seven under-
graduates.

“We will honor those stu-
dents with purple cords
and a reception ceremony,”
Cantrell said.

According to Cantrell, the
graduation is co-sponsored
by several groups on cam-
pus including the Sarah Isom
Center for Women and Gen-
der Studies, the Center for
Inclusion and Cross Cultur-
al Engagement, UM Pride
Network, the Department
of Student Housing and the
William Winter Institute for
Racial Reconciliation. The
graduation is also supported
by the newly-formed Ole Miss
LGBTQ Alumni and Friends

SEE LAVENDER PAGE 4

Joel Kotkin talks small town revivalism in Oxford

TORI HOSEY

vlhosey@go.olemiss.edu

Internationally recognized
geographer, author and urban
development expert Joel Kot-
kin is scheduled to speak at
the Pavillion at Ole Miss Fri-
day, May 6 at 11:30 a.m.

The event is co-sponsored
by Ole Miss Athletics, the
School of Business Adminis-
tration, the UM Real Estate
Advisory Board and the Meek
School of Journalism and
New Media. The event’s topic
will focus on ways Oxford can
begin accommodating the 12

percent growth it has experi-
enced from 2010 to 2015.

Over the past decade, Joel
Kotkin has completed studies
focusing on the urbanization
of major cities such as Lon-
don, Mumbai, Mexico City,
New York, Los Angeles, New
Orleans, Houston, San Ber-
nardino and St. Louis, among
others.

An author of seven pub-
lished books, Kotkin has been
described by the New York
Times as “America’s uber-ge-
ographer,” and has published
reports on topics such as the
future of class in global cit-
ies and places with the best

opportunities for minority
groups.

Currently, Kotkin is con-
ducting studies on Texas ur-
banism and is involved in a
project about the future of
Orange County, CA.

Blake Tartt III, president of
the UM Real Estate Advisory
Board, helped to orchestrate
Kotkin as the speaker for the
upcoming lecture.

“Ithink the reason the board
decided to go with Joel Kotkin
this year is because there is
so much development,” Tartt
said. “We thought Joel could
put a really good spin on good
development and why people

are coming to small towns like
Oxford.”

Tartt is also concerned with
addressing the present need
for increased infrastructure.

“They need to keep up with
their water and sewer capac-
ity and expanding their road
system so that it will alleviate
traffic congestion,” Tartt said.
“They need to embrace densi-
ty, that’s what infrastructure
is, it’s your utilities. Another
thing Oxford lacks is high-
speed fiber optic [internet].

According to Kotkin, who
contributes to Forbes Mag-
azine’s weekly column “New
Geography,” the growth of

Oxford and towns of compa-
rable size can be attributed
to a large migration of people
looking for a cheaper cost of
living without sacrificing ur-
ban areas perks.

“Oxford is one of the
fast-growing, small cities in
America and I think it’s be-
cause it provides what peo-
ple want,” Kotkin said. “They
want enough choices of what
to do and where to go, and
they don’t want to spend an
hour on the Long Island rail-
road or the 405 [interstate] to
do it.”

SEE KOTKIN PAGE 4
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Finals: An uphill battle

LETTER TO THE EDITOR:

Bathroom rights are business rights

The right of a transgendered person to use public re-
strooms is a heated topic of discussion at the moment.
North Carolina recently passed a law banning people
from using the bathroom that does not match their birth
certificate, meaning only those who have completed the
surgery to transition and have filled to the appropriate
paperwork can use the bathroom with which they iden-
tify. Target recently made it store policy to allow use of
whichever fitting room and bathroom a person identi-
fies with. But most debate over this subject ignores a key
point: who owns the bathroom.

The answer is simple: the business does. The bathroom
is the property of the business, and therefore is proper-
ty of whomever owns the business. As property, only the
owner should decide who uses it. Any law telling the busi-
ness owner who they can and cannot allow to use their
property violates the rights of the owner.

Target, for example, is a publicly traded business: mul-
tiple people own it. This means that the people who own

large shares of the business are the ones who decide how
it is ran: the board of directors. Individual Target loca-
tions must agree to the policy set forth by these directors
in order to carry the Target name.

The owners decided to let transgendered people use
their property, and the North Carolina law violates the
rights of the owners by not allowing them to serve people
they want to serve.

This reasoning applies to the opposite situation as well.
If a business does not want to let transgender people to
use their bathroom, it is their right.

The proper way to protest practices you do not like is
through boycotts. Don’t like Target’s policy? Do not buy
from them. Don’t like a store not letting transgendered
people use their bathroom? Do not buy from them.

Sean Johnson
Freshman mechanical engineering major
scjohns5@go.olemiss.edu

The Daily Mississippian welcomes letters to the editor. Let-
ters should be addressed to The Daily Mississippian, 201
Bishop Hall, P.O. Box 1848, University, MS, 38677-1848,

or e-mailed to dmletters@olemiss.edu.

Letters should be typed, double-spaced and no longer than
300 words. Letters may be edited for clarity, space or libel.
Third-party letters and those bearing pseudonyms, pen
names or “name withheld” will not be published. Publi-
cation is limited to one letter per individual per calendar

Letters should include phone and email contact informa-
tion so that editors can verify authenticity. Letters from stu-
dents should include grade classification and major; letters
from faculty and staff should include title and the college,
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Farewell column: Collin Brister, former sports editor

COLLIN BRISTER

thedmsports@gmail.com

“You like sports?”

“Yeah.”

“Cool. Want to be the assis-
tant sports editor?”

That’s how I got this job
back in early September. I was
sitting in a class with the for-
mer The Daily Mississippian
editor-in-chief Logan Kirk-
land writing down gambling
spreads. I wasn’t paying atten-
tion at all. I also didn’t gamble
that weekend, because that’s
illegal.

One thing led to another,
and by early November I was
running the sports section of
The Daily Mississippian.

I'd be lying if I said my head
didn’t start spinning immedi-
ately after I took over.

I’d be lying if I said I didn’t
get text messages at 2:30 p.m.
asking what was going in the
paper the next day and my
response wasn’t “The hell if I
know.”

It worked out though. It
worked out because I work

with really talented people
and because Brian Scott Rip-
pee didn’t hang up on me
when I asked if he wanted to
help me out. I remember that
call like yesterday.

“Hey man, uh, want to come
in a few days a week and help
with the sports section?”

“Sure, when?”

“It’s 2 p.m. How about in
like an hour?”

He came in that day. Thank
God.

This job has taken me some
really cool places over the past
few months.

I got to see Ole Miss beat
Mississippi State in Starkville
this past November.

To a kid who grew up 30
minutes from Starkville, that’s
a big deal. I got to see Ole Miss
win the Sugar Bowl for the
first time since the ‘60s. I got
to see Ole Miss open up the
Pavilion.

I'd be lying if I said there
weren’t trying times.

I remember a specific day in
March that I had interviewed
six people and was writing a
feature story on how good the
Ole Miss students have had it

over the past four years com-
pared to students before.

My phone crashed and de-
leted every single interview.
Every one.

I then spat out 700 fire
words about the dominance of
the Ole Miss bullpen.

I'd be remiss if my last by-
line ever didn’t thank a few
people, or a lot of people.
Whatever.

Thank you to everyone who
took time to read what I had to
write from my columns, to my
power polls that were called
sassy.

Thank you to everyone who
emailed, even if it wasn’t al-
ways positive. Or ever posi-
tive.

Thank you to every sports
writer who has written articles
the past few months.

Thank you to Logan and
Dylan Rubino for taking a
chance on a kid who had nev-
er had anything published be-
fore.

I would argue that I had the
best college job in the world. I
got paid to write about a team
that I grew up loving. I'm not
exactly sure how you beat that.

Ole Miss
Clothing & Gifts

2128 Jackson Ave W
In the Oakwood Plaza

between IHOP and Johnson Furniture §

20% Off Pedicure

for students, faculty, and staff
Please bring coupon.

e Naill
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David Webb

Thank you to Brian Scott for
answering the phone that day.
There were days that I'm not
sure how a sports section gets
published without him.

I worked with him seven
months and I only wanted to
fight him once. That’s pretty
impressive in my opinion. Bri-
an Scott’s taking over my job
next year.

He’ll do better than me.
Also, if you’d like to write for
The Daily Mississippian text
him at 662-688-6... I'm not
going to do that.

Thank you to the DM staff
for not letting me lose my
mind last November when I
had absolutely no clue what I
was doing. You're all beyond
talented and good people.

It’s crazy, because when you
think about getting a part-
time job in college, it usual-
ly involves the mindset of “I
can’t wait to go home,” once
you get there.

I never felt like that here.

I've been on the second floor
of Bishop Hall at 1:30 a.m. be-
fore and never once was I mis-
erable.

I thoroughly enjoyed going
to work every single day. I'm
not sure how many people get
to say that.

I've joked that I may be the
shortest-tenured sports editor
of all time at the DM.

I'm not sure it’s actually a
joke.

It doesn’t seem like it’s been
seven months since that con-
versation with Logan over
gambling spreads.

It doesn’t seem like it’s been
four years since I got to Ole
Miss. It doesn’t seem like this
year should be over, but it is.

I've had an amazing four
years, and I owe this place a
lot. Thank you.
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n NEWS OPINION LIFESTYLES SPORTS ABOUTUS PRINT EDITIONS  APPLY  POLLS MNEWSWATCH  ADVERTISE MULTIMEDIA

News\WatchBRNEWS
MondayLIERIday

apm
ChannelMi2

1848

WATCH

6622344144  Solo2oxfordcom Q@ .

CALL US TODAY!

AN\
SUMNIT

MANAGEMENT SEFWICES, LLE

Oxford and Ole Miss news no matter where you are

Rebroadcast at 10 pm




NEWSs

PAGE 4 | THE DAILY MISSISSIPPIAN | 5 MAY 2016 | NEWS

LAVENDER

continued from page 1

Organization.

Cantrell said she believes
there will be a time where cel-
ebrations for the LGBTQ com-
munity will be the new normal
at Ole Miss.

“Major universities in the
South to our north, west and
east, including the University
of Tennessee, Louisiana State
University and the University
of Alabama all hold Lavender
Graduation ceremonies in the
spring,” Cantrell said. “Gosh
almighty, it’s time for the Uni-
versity of Mississippi to get on
board.”

The Center for Inclusion
and Cross Cultural Engage-
ment Director Shawnboda
Mead said the Lavender Grad-
uation has been a major pri-
ority for the committee for the
past two years.

“This event is actually one
we’ve been talking about for
the past two years since the

CAMPUS
BOOK MART

For Everglidng fed & Blwc

Textbooks

2128 Jackson Ave W
In the Oakwood Plaza

between IHOP and Johnson Furniture §

center opened,” Mead said.
“We weren’t able to make it
happen our first year here so
in partnership with all these
other groups and offices we
were just able to move for-
ward with the planning.”

The University attempted to
hold a Lavender Graduation
years before the Center for In-
clusion and Cross Cultural En-
gagement existed, Mead said.
According to Mead, Cantrell
has played an integral part in
the research and development
process.

Mead said an event like the

Only your mother could make you

Feel Better Faster

8am-7pm

Walk-ins Welcome.
Open Every Day "

Sick? Injured?
We’re here to help!

Our emergency room trained staff is /

equipped to handle your illnesses & injuries.

You only pay a co-pay
when you visit!

662.236.2232
1929 University Ave.

Convenient Quaﬁty Care OxfordUrgentClinic.com

29706

ILLUSTRATION: CLARA

Lavender Graduation is im-
portant for the Oxford com-
munity.

“It is important for our
community to provide a grad-
uation ceremony and celebra-
tion that recognizes our own
members of the community
who identify as LGBTQ who
are graduating,” Mead said.
“It’s a final way to encourage
staying connected and feeling
supported by the institution.”

KOTKIN

continued from page 1

A large demographic con-
tributing to Oxford’s growth
is what Kotkin calls the “lost
millennials”.

“We’ve been trying to fig-
ure out where millennials
live,” he said. “The New York
Times’ definition is that they
all live in Brooklyn, wearing
hipster hats and drinking de-
signer coffee. But as it turns
out, most of them are living in
small towns and suburbs, But
it’s as if they don’t exist.”

With the rising cost of urban
living, small towns like Oxford
are becoming more attractive
to students, young families
and those beginning their
journey into retirement.

Kotkin said if Oxford wants
to continue this growth and
expansion, it is going to have
to make some decisions.

“If you are going to grow
your town, you're going to
have to figure out a way to
build family-friendly housing
that’s relatively affordable,”
Kotkin said. “If not, you're
just going to be a town that’s
retired rich people, students
and service workers. That’s all
you’re going to have.”

Kotkin said it will be up to
Oxford whether or not it will
continue to grow and expand
or become what he dubs a
“museum town” — a town that
caters only to a specific demo-

SENIOR
HoNoRrs THEsIs
PRESENTATION

Liana Christine Tai

B.A. IN INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES

“Opportunities and
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COURTESY: JOELKOTKIN.COM
graphic of residents and tour-
ists.

Charlie Mitchell, assistant
dean of the Meek School of
Journalism and New Media,
said sponsorship of events
like Kotkins’ is critical to the
development of Oxford.

“In order to be effective in
urban planning, Kotkin talks
about that you have to be ad-
ept in communicating with
the public,” Mitchell said.
“This is a good thing to alert
our students to. There is value
for them, and that’s why we’re
doing this. The better you can
explain to people the process
of something, the more suc-
cessful project you're going to
have.”

Make the DM
part of your
morning ritual
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LGBT laws, NCAA policy could keep teams at home

JOEDY MCCREARY

Teams could pull out of sched-
uled NCAA events this spring be-
cause of new state laws in North
Carolina, Mississippi and Ten-
nessee while the sport’s govern-
ing body’s demands for discrim-
ination-free environments at the
places where its events are held
won't take effect until the fall.

Though there are many poten-
tial unknowns before the mea-
sure takes effect, 27 NCAA cham-
pionships are scheduled this
spring and some state laws are al-
ready on the books. The decision
whether to participate are not
being made by coaches or athletic
departments.

A Minnesota state university
system banned its athletic teams
from traveling to tournaments
in North Carolina, which passed
a law that opponents say can al-
low discrimination against LGBT
people. Most of the schools in the
system are Division II or III lev-
el; the University of Minnesota, a
member of the Big Ten, is not one
of them.

The decision means that one of
the top baseball teams in Division
II, St. Cloud State — ranked No.
3 in one of the top 25 polls — will
likely stay home and forgo the
opportunity to reach its first Di-
vision IT World Series later this
month in Cary, North Carolina.

Minnesota Gov. Mark Dayton
said system leaders are in the
process of reconsidering the ban,
and St. Cloud State President Earl
Potter is hopeful a resolution is
reached.

He said in a statement Wednes-
day that the school will “not en-
gage in any speculation at this
point” because the NCAA “is
tracking this situation and is
working to determine how many
teams might be affected by such
bans.”

The NCAA will require sites
hosting or bidding on both its
predetermined and merit-based
events to show how they will pro-
vide an environment that is “safe,
healthy and free from discrimina-
tion.”

Spokeswoman Stacey Osburn
said the NCAA is looking for the
best way to implement the mea-
sure.

What they decide is a concern
for people like Scott Dupree, the
executive director of the Great-

NewsWatch

Monday - Friday
9 pm
Channel 12

Rebroadcast at 10 pm

COURTI%SY OF: (CHUCK LIDDY/THE NEWS & OBSERVER VIA AP

Protesters head into the Legislative building for a sit-in against House Bill 2 in Raleigh, N.C., Monday, April 25, 2016. While
demonstrations circled North Carolina’s statehouse on Monday, for and against a Republican-backed law curtailing protections
for LGBT people and limiting public bathroom access for transgender people, House Demacrats filed a repeal bill that stands little

chance of passing.

er Raleigh Sports Alliance. His
group helps with the bidding
on and organizing of sporting
events in the North Carolina Tri-
angle. He said organizations that
host or bid on games will have to
complete a form from the NCAA
outlining its anti-discrimination
requirements.

“The question is, what specifi-
cally is that form going to require
of cities and hosts, and is that
something we’ll be capable of
meeting?” Dupree said. “I know
they’ll ask that we guarantee a
championship environment that
is free of discrimination. And of
course we have been doing that in
the past, for years, with no prob-
lem. We have a proven record in
that regard.

“But what if the NCAA comes
back to us and says, ‘Well you're
promising all of this, but the fact
isyou still have a law on the books
that allows for discrimination.’

That’s my concern,” Dupree add-
ed.

In adopting its measure, the
NCAA said it was following the
actions of legislatures in several
states but did not identify them.
In addition to North Carolina,
Mississippi and Tennessee have
passed similar laws.

The anti-discrimination policy
seems to close a loophole in pre-
vious NCAA directives.

Though schools were not al-
lowed to host predetermined
events if their state governments
flew the Confederate battle flag,
schools in those states — Missis-
sippi and South Carolina, until
it took down the flag last year —
were able to host the merit-based,
non-predetermined events like
the FCS playoffs and baseball re-
gionals.

Officials at the University of
Memphis, the host for the 2017
men’s basketball South Region-
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al, say the NCAA will determine
if a new Tennessee law will affect
those plans. Gov. Bill Haslam
signed a bill that allows mental
health counselors to refuse to
treat patients based on the thera-
pist’s religious or personal beliefs.

In Mississippi, a law goes
into effect July 1 that will allow
government workers, religious
groups and some private busi-
nesses to cite religious beliefs to
deny services to LGBT people.
Three universities in the state —
Mississippi State, Ole Miss and
Southern Miss — have some of
the nation’s top baseball teams
and could be in line to host NCAA
regionals next month.

North Carolina State also fea-

tures one of the nation’s top col-
lege baseball teams, playing in the
state at the center of the issue.

Gov. Pat McCrory signed a bill
that prevents local governments
from passing their own anti-dis-
crimination rules covering the
use of public accommodations.
That came in response to Char-
lotte leaders approving a measure
that allowed transgender people
to use the restroom aligned with
their gender identity. The law
blocks local and state protections
for LGBT people and takes away
people’s ability to use state law to
sue over workplace discrimina-
tion.

The U.S. Justice Department
said Wednesday in a letter to Mc-
Crory that the North Carolina law
violates civil rights protections
and can’t be enforced, putting the
state in danger of losing hundreds
of millions of dollars in federal
school funding.

Supporters have defended the
law as a common-sense measure
that keeps men from using wom-
en’s restrooms. North Carolina
Republican House Speaker Tim
Moore said the NCAA should in-
terpret it to “see that this bill is in
no way discriminatory.”

A showdown is looming, In the
2016-17 academic year, at least
six NCAA events are scheduled
to be played in North Carolina,
the highest profile being the first
round of the men’s basketball
tournament in Greensboro.

The law also has led to a public
and business backlash that goes
beyond the NCAA.

The NBA could move the 2017
All-Star game out of Charlotte.
Performers from Bruce Spring-
steen to Pear]l Jam have canceled
shows out of protest, and Paypal
called off plans to create an op-
erations center in Charlotte that
would have employed 400 peo-
ple.

82% @QM Fteants, Fend OYVlematies
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Muslims 1n Mississippi

This is the first in an occasional series about the lives of Muslims in the state. Today, we profile a UM professor who
excels in male-dominated science fields and stresses the importance of women's rights.

PHOTOS AND ARTICLE BY: CADY HERRING
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Hunain Alkhateb walks around campus with a friend, Sundus Omari who is also from Jordan. Omari is hoping to continue her education at the university like Alkhaleb.

f you were to spot Hunain

Alkhateb on one of her

weekly walks around cam-

pus, you would notice an

animated woman stepping
confidently under a brightly col-
ored hijab and pushing her son in
a stroller. What most people don’t
know is that she is a modern pio-
neer. She’s been published in doz-
ens of academic journals, but she
is also an advocate for Islam and
interfaith education, and she scu-
ba dives when she has time.

Born in the United States,
Alkhateb is an American citizen.
She moved to her family’s home
country of Jordan until she fin-
ished her bachelor’s degree in civil
engineering. In 2006, she was the
first of seven children in her fam-
ily to pursue graduate studies in
the United States. Ten years and a

master’s degree in micromechan-
ics and Ph.D. in nanomechanics
later, Alkhateb said she feels she
accomplished her goals.

Alkhateb is one of an estimat-
ed 5,000 Muslims in Mississippi.
Although the number of Muslims
in the state is increasing, Muslims
comprise only about 1 percent of
the state’s population, according
to statistics compiled by the U.S.
Religion Census and U.S. Census
Bureau. The nation’s first inter-
national museum of Muslim cul-
tures is located in Jackson.

At the University of Mississippi,
Alkhateb teaches civil engineering
and engineering science courses
and serves as faculty adviser for
the Ole Miss American Society of
Civil Engineers and the Muslim
Student Association.

“Dr. Hunain has the ability to

make her students feel as if they
are her family,” Norah Daghes-
tani, student and Muslim Student
Association member, said. “She
doesn’t just consider them on her
class list, but they have a place in
her heart. Dr. Alkhaleb makes her
students feel as if they matter and
they can make a difference.”

Coming back to America as an
adult broadened Alkhateb’s per-
spective on what Islam is today.

“This is my new world, I
thought when I got here,” she said.
“I started to realize what practic-
es were not actually religious, but
just cultural. I get to do whatever
I feel.”

Alkhateb said it is important to
educate women about their rights.
She believes that to bring peace,
there must be an intercultural
religious awareness and under-
standing. For her, one of the first
steps toward that is to educate
against prejudice toward Muslims
for practices that aren’t religious
at all.

Alkhateb met her husband, Mo-
hamed Jihan, a research assistant
in medicinal chemistry, at the
University. Contrary to the norm
in Jordan, she believes women
are able to initiate a relationship
for marriage if they have an inter-
est, instead of relying on a male
guardian or father to choose for
her.

“Alot of our women in our com-
munities are not aware of their
rights,” Alkhateb said. “It’s the
only way they can be liberated
from cultural restrictions.”

Many women in Muslim coun-

SEE MUSLIM PAGE 7

»

Top: Alkhateb adjusts her hijab while on a walk around campus. She says that she
feels empowered by following this Muslim tradition of wearing a hijab. To her, it's an
important outward symbol of what she believes and makes it easier to connect with
the Muslim community anywhere in the world.

Left: Artist and Tougaloo College professor Ann Saunders work is seen at her exhibit
at the International Museum of Muslim Cultures in Jackson, Miss. this Spring. The
city of Jackson announced that April was Islamic Heritage Month and other exhibits
including _ are on display to celebrate the diversity of Muslim cultures.

Saunders draws inspiration from her beliefs and the Qur'an, African aesthetic and
other Islamic art. The exhibition will be on display until May 14, 2016.
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continued from page 7

tries mostly stay in their homes
and don’t participate outside of
female or family culture. Alkhateb
says that practice is strictly cul-
tural and chosen by the leaders of
those specific communities.

“Muslim women are not obli-
gated to only do house chores,”
she said. “They can hire someone
to do that for them if they decide
to. A Muslim woman can write
any condition in the marriage
contract and the spouse is obligat-
ed to follow it. If he doesn’t follow
the contract, then it can be consid-
ered separation and she can have
a court case.”

Living in Oxford, she said she
has been able to put her ideas and
drive into action. Alkhateb en-
joys the welcoming atmosphere
and conservative Christian val-
ues because they coincide with
her beliefs. The three Abrahamic
religions — Christianity, Judaism
and Islam — have similar origins
and core values. She said she has

012

Muslims in Mississippi

in 2010 (ranked 33rd
in the United States

never experienced any microag-
gressions toward her, which she
considers fortunate because she
knows many women who wear
a hijab or more modest Muslim
garb, such as a niqgab or burka,
who have felt aggressive bias.

“There’s so much more that
people have in common that they
don’t realize,” she said. “When I
talk about [my beliefs], people
say, ‘Oh, I didn’t know you do
that. It’s very close to what we
do.”

Alkhateb’s drive carries over
from her professional life into
everything she does. One of her
students thought she would en-
joy scuba diving and encouraged
her to try the course offered by
the University.

“I can’t even swim,” Alkhateb
said. “But [the student] left scu-
ba gear in my office, and finally,
I gave it a try. It was a wonderful
experience and the instructor was
accommodating to all of my reli-
gious beliefs and even brought in
a woman instructor for me.”

She loved scuba diving so much
that she is now certified and is en-

16
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Engineering students Amanda Gurley,, Briana Myles and Omar Yassin laugh with Alkhateb during an Ole Miss American Society

of Civil Engineers meeting.

couraging her husband to learn
too.

The Muslim Student Associ-
ation hosts public events every
semester for students, families
and anyone interested in knowing
more about Islam. Their events
range from “Pink Hijab Day” in
the spring, when anyone can try

the United States)

Muslim congregations
in 2010 (ranked 31st in

on the traditional headscarf, to
movie screenings. Alkhateb loves
giving back to the community and
speaks at churches about Islam
and interfaith communication.
She gives talks about the so-called
STEM fields (science, engineer-
ing, technology) and encourages
minority students to take advan-

28%:

tage of the many opportunities at
Ole Miss.

Alkhateb said she sees her sta-
tus as a Muslim-American woman
in the South not as a hardship, but
as an opportunity to educate and
communicate about the similari-
ties among the different religions
and cultures at the University.

of women employees in
science and engineer-
ing occupations in 2010

RESEARCH: DREW JANSEN
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Blink-182 returns to form with new single ‘Bored to Death’

MATT BARNTHOUSE

mlbarnth@go.olemiss.edu

Blink-182 is back and better
than ever with their newest sin-
gle “Bored to Death.”

Their first single off of their
new album “California,” as well
as the first single since the 2015
departure of founding mem-
ber Tom DeLonge, “Bored to
Death” is an electrifying song
that takes Blink-182’s sound
to bigger heights. At the same
time, the sound feels familiar,
though amplified.

The fast tempo of the song
combined with angsty lyrics
and powerful chorus are a clas-
sic Blink-182 formula, and it
works to perfection. New vo-
calist and guitarist Matt Skiba
(known for his work with Al-
kaline Trio) provides the kick
in the pants the group needs
to continue making great pop-
punk music.

The lyrics of the song are
similar to that of many pop-
punk songs. The pained, awk-
ward social conversations, the
absolute terror of approaching
the woman one’s crushing on,
as well as the pure angst of ad-
olescence is present through-
out. It takes the listener back to
his teenage years, even though
it is “a long way back from 17,”
as the song sings.

This is the first Blink-182
song since the band reunited
in 2009 that actually feels like
Blink-182. 2011’s “Neighbor-
hoods,” as well as 2012’s “Dogs
Eating Dogs” felt unpolished
and uninspired.

Sometimes a change is nec-
essary, and Skiba is the perfect
choice for a “change.” For the
first time in over a decade, it
feels like everybody in the band
is all-in. No longer is Blink-182
trying to be something they're
not with the wannabe-U2
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BLINK-182 CALIFORNIA

COURTESY: CHORUS.FM

sound they had earlier in the
decade. It’s back to the basics,
only bigger now. Blink-182 was
always a more lighthearted, fun
band, and the sound of the new
single reflects that.

New producer John Feld-
mann helped create a sound
that feels more filling than past
Blink songs, and it signifies the

band’s growth, as they play al-
most exclusively large arenas
now. The sound has to be huge
in order fill the arena.
Feldmann is able to create a
larger sound while maintain-
ing the essence of what makes
Blink-182 great, and that is
why this new single is so en-
couraging to Blink-182 fans

both young and old. Feldmann,
as well as the band mem-
bers, didn’t try to reinvent the
wheel. They did what they do
best: make catchy, relatable ra-
dio-friendly music that will be
stuck in the listener’s head for
months to come.

If there is one criticism to be
made with the new single, it’s
that Mark Hoppus and Skiba
sound a little bit too similar. It
may take a few listens to figure
out who is singing which part,
but it does not make the song
bad, just a bit confusing for the
first listen.

Along with the new single
and album, Blink-182 also an-
nounced a nationwide tour
with a June 16 stop at the Bank-
Plus Amphitheater in Southav-
en, with pop-punk staples The
All-American Rejects and A
Day to Remember accompany-
ing them. Tickets go on sale to
the general public Friday and
VIP packages are already on
sale.

“California” releases July 1
and is available for pre-order
now.

SENIOR
HonNoRs THEsIS
PRESENTATION

Lindsey Hardin

B.A. 1IN FrRENCH

“The Impact of
Survival Processing and
Collaborative Inhibition on
Recall Performance”

Directed by: Matthew Reysen

Thursday, May 5
at 11:00 am
Lyceum Room 110

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28864

SENIOR
HoNoRs THEsIs
PRESENTATION

Alison Neel

B.A. N BioLocgy

“The Effects of
Red Light on Blue Light

Phototropism”
Directed by: John Kiss

Thursday, May 5
at 11:00 am
Shoemaker Hall Room 219

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28863

SENIOR
HoNoRs THEsIs
PRESENTATION

Silas Grant Beebe

B.B.A. 1IN MANAGEMENT

“Leading as Nudging:
Optimizing Healthcare
Delivery Systems
Management in Mississippi”

Directed by: Milorad Novicevic

Thursday, May 5
at 1:00 pm
Holman Hall Room 230

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28836
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Album review: And the Echo releases self-titled debut

SHELBY PACK

sepack@go.olemiss.edu

Oxford’s very own And the
Echo have just debuted their
self-titled album. Morgan
Pennington and Winn McEl-
roy have created an eight
track masterpiece, the first of-
ficial release for this dynamic
duo.

McElroy simply describes
the album as “bangin’,” and
his short and sweet response
is no exaggeration. And the
Echo’s ethereal synth-pop
sound radiates throughout
this album, creating songs
both dreamy and electric.

In the fall of 2014, the duo
released a 45rpm with the
songs “Smoke and Mirrors”
and “The Parade,” but this al-
bum serves as their first for-
mal music release, something
that, McElroy explained, has
been a long time coming.

“We wanted to allow enough
time for us to develop our
writing and sound before we
formally released anything,”
McElroy said. “A lot of this
material was written in 2014
and 2015.”

Long time followers of the
band will likely recognize the

tracks featured on this album,
which they have been promot-
ing around town since its re-
lease on April 21. Lyrics laced
with heartbreak come togeth-
er with catchy, synthesized
beats to create the songs that
have been drawing in crowds
since And the Echo began
performing locally in 2014. To
create this dichotomy, Pen-
nington and McElroy combine
their efforts in a unique way.
“Our process is pretty dif-

ferent than most bands,”
McElroy said. “I usually come
up with a musical idea and
then pitch it to Morgan. She’ll
then take that music and be-
gin the lyrical process while
I finish the music. After that,
we’ll merge the two and begin
editing vocally and musically
in order for the track to pass
the litmus test. Sometimes,
though, a track comes togeth-
er overnight. That happened
with ‘Smoke,” ‘The Parade,’

COURTESY: AND THE ECHO

and ‘Year Three’.”

Now, they are busy plan-
ning for the future. As a result
of this album, And the Echo
will soon be putting out a fol-
low-up.

“We’ve already begun re-
cording our next record and
it’s most likely going to be no-
tably darker than our current
release,” McElroy said. “The
time spent writing together
and developing our sound was
definitely well spent, and the

SENIOR
HoNoRs THEsIS
PRESENTATION

Michael Gratzer

B.S.G.E. IN GEOLOGICAL
ENGINEERING

“Paleosol Development and
Trace Fossils in the Upper Triassic
Cooper Canyon Formation of the

Dockum Group in
Andrews County, Texas”

Directed by: Brian Platt

Thursday, May 5
at 1:00 pm
Carrier Hall Room 209

The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28838

SENIOR
HoNORs THESIS
PRESENTATION

Sean Woo Kang

B.A. 1IN Biorogy

“Vegetation Effects on
Rhizosphere Microbial
Communities in
Coastal Wetlands of
South Mississippi”
Directed by: Marjorie Holland

Thursday, May 5
at 1:30 pm
Shoemaker Hall Room 213

The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

29800

SENIOR
HoNORs THESIS
PRESENTATION

Travis Fortin

B.E. 1IN ENGINEERING

“Anatomical Locality
on Haptic Feedback to

Attenuate Stuttering”
Directed by: Dwight Waddell

Thursday, May 5
at 3:00 pm
Brevard Hall Room 209

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28877

SENIOR
HoNoRrs THEsIs
PRESENTATION

Michael Joseph Hohl

B.S. 1N BioLogy

“Optimizing RNA
Extraction from Fungal-
Algal Tissues for
Transciptomic Gene
Expression Analysis”

Directed by: Erik Hom

Thursday, May 5
at 3:00 pm
Shoemaker Hall Room 219

The defense is open to the public.

If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28839

releases will be coming a lot
faster now as we have lots of
material to work with.”

As far as touring goes, And
the Echo is promoting close to
home for the next few months.

“For this summer we’re go-
ing to be working on press for
the current release,” McElroy
said. “We’re playing a few fes-
tivals and have some regional
dates, but we’re saving a lot of
touring for the Fall.”

This has been a big year for
the local band and it appears
to be getting bigger by the
second. The secret to their
success, perhaps, has been
cultivated from the very town
in which they were created.

“The Oxford music scene
has been absolutely wonder-
ful,” McElroy said. “Oxford is
a town full of of the arts which
makes it both an inspiring
and an encouraging place to
live. We have had nothing but
a positive experience.”

And the Echo’s album can
be found on iTunes and Spo-
tify.

Listen to
Rebel Radio

TODAY!
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OLE MISS SPORTS

SPOItS

Men’s tennis advances to the NCAA Championships

For the 23rd straight year,
the Ole Miss men’s tennis
team will be playing tennis in
May, as the 64-team field for
the NCAA Championships was
announced Tuesday.

The Rebels earned a No. 2
seed in the Cal regional and
will face Denver in the first
round May 14 in Berkeley,
California. Cal, the No. 13 seed
overall, is hosting the first and
second rounds and will face
Army in the first round. The
winners will meet on May 15
for a berth in the NCAA Sweet
Sixteen.

NOTABLES...

Ole Miss owns the fifth-lon-
gest consecutive NCAA ap-
pearance streak in the nation
with 23 straight. The Rebels
earned their first ever NCAA
bid in 1989 and then again in

Grey Hamilton retumns a serve.

PHOTO BY: EVAN TURNER

SENIOR
HoNORs THESIS
PRESENTATION

Kayla Smith

B. A. IN INTERNATIONAL
STUDIES
“Tigers, Flies and Longines:
The Chinese Corruption
Crackdown and Its Effect on
Conspicuous Consumption”
Directed by: Joshua Howard

Thursday, May 5
at 4:00 pm
Croft Boardroom

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28805

SENIOR
HoNoRrs THEsIS
PRESENTATION

Eleanor Chamberlain

Anthony

B.A. IN PHILOSOPHY

“A Neural Network
Approach to Handwriting
Recognition in the

Codex A”
Directed by: Gregory Heyworth

Thursday, May 5
at 4:00 pm
Honors College Room 114
The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a

disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

29799

SENIOR
HoNORs THESIS
PRESENTATION

Mara Vernier

B.S. 1N BioLocicAL
SCIENCES
“Courtship Lateralization and
Its Effect on Mating Success
of Male Wild Turkeys
(Meleagris gallopavo)”
Directed by: Richard Buchholz

Thursday, May 5
at 5:00 pm
Shoemaker Hall Room 114

The defense is open to the public.
If you require special assistance relating to a
disability, please contact Penny Leeton at
662-915-7266.

28808

1994. They have been every
year since then.

The Rebels will meet Denver
for the first time in program
history.

It marks the Rebels’ sec-
ond trip to California for the
NCAA first round since the
current format was institut-
ed. The Rebels traveled to Los
Angeles in 2011 for the UCLA
region.

If the Rebels get by Denver,
they could face a familiar op-
ponent for a few guys on the
team. Cal has three Swedes
on the team, while the Rebels
have two in Stefan Lindmark
and Gustav Hansson, along
with Head Coach Toby Hans-
son.

The Rebels are also familiar
with another member of the
Bears team in Florian Lakat,
who transferred there from
Mississippi State.

QUOTING HEAD COACH TOBY
HANSSON...

“It’s obviously one of our
goals to make NCAAs every
year. We have an opportunity
to close out the season on high
note and it’s very exciting. The
guys are looking forward to
going to California. We know
they have a nice facility and

CAMPUS

— 4 BOOK MART
For Evergtiiing Tead & Blwe

School & Art
Supplies

2128 Jackson Ave W
In the Oakwood Plaza

between IHOP and Johnson Furniture §

hopefully they’ll have a good
crowd.”

ON THE FIRST-ROUND MATCH
AGAINST DENVER...

“We are not that famil-
iar with Denver, since we
don’t face them regularly,
but they’ve had a good year.
We’ll familiarize ourselves
more with them in the coming
days and get ready for a good
match.”

ON POTENTIAL SEC-
OND-ROUND MATCH VS.
CALIFORNIA...

“I am very familiar with the
guys at Cal. They are a great
group of players. It will be an
interesting match-up if both
teams make it through. It’s an
exciting regional to be part of.”

Senior captain Stefan Lind-
mark...

“We’re very excited to be
back in the NCAA Champion-
ships. We are going to a place
where we feel that if we play
well, we have a good chance to
advance. I am super pumped.
It’s my last year, and I am
ready to make the most of this
opportunity.”

ON FAMILIARITY WITH OPPO-
NENTS...

“I don’t know that much
about Denver, but I know
they’re a good team. We have
to be ready to play well. It’s go-
ing to be a battle. I know four
guys on the Cal team, and I've
beaten three of them before.
But first we have to take care
of Denver.”
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APARTMENT FOR RENT

LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/D included. No
pets. 1 year lease. Quiet atmosphere.
Deposit and references required. Call
(662)234-0000

ONE BEDROOM apartment available
June 1st. $600.00 includes utilities.
Beautiful, quiet lake setting. Profession-
al/Graduate student preferred. Back-
ground check required. (662)832-0029
THE PARK AT OXFORD now leas-
ing. 2BR/1BA condo with all appli-
ances, W/D, pool, fitness room. $925
per month including cable, internet,
water, sewer services. Close to cam-
pus! (662)816-4293

MOLLY BARR TRAILS now leasing
for fall. Spacious 2BR/2BA apartments
with all appliances, W/D, fitness room
and swimming pool. $600 per person
includes cable, internet, water, sewer
services. Walking distance to campus!
(662)816-8800 www.mollybarrtrails.
com

HOUSE FOR RENT

3 BEDROOM, 3 Bath All appliances
included College Hill Area $900.00/
month (662) 236-3100 (662)473-2114

CONDO FOR RENT

EDINBURGH CONDO 2 BEDROOM,
2.5 BATH Half mile from campus. Call
Joe: (601)906-3131

ESPLANADE RIDGE CONDO Fabu-
lous condo available. 2 BR, 2.5 Bath.
Less than a mile from campus. $1,250
per month. (601)880-9687

WEEKEND RENTAL

WEEKEND RENTALS Event weekends
or any time. Locally owned and oper-
ated, BBB accredited (662)801-6692
www.oxfordtownhouse.com

CLEANING

CLEANING SERVICE $50 minimum.
Available 7 days/ week 24hrs/ day. Sat-
isfaction guaranteed. Truck available
for hauling miscellaneous items. Call
(662)255-0808

PART-TIME

NOW HIRING: BARISTA OPENING
at Chaney’s Pharmacy. Please drop
resume off at Chaney's Pharmacy
501 Bramlett Blvd. or email: info@
chaneyspharmacy.com

The DM Classifieds WORK!

PETS FOR SALE

GORGEOUS T-CUP YORKIE! Male/
female. AKC reg., champion blood-
line, shots/ deworm. 13wks old. $500.
(662)581-2994 dreampets90@outlook.

com

Buy .
Sell .
Fnd K.

in the DM
Classifieds.

Go to thedmonline.com and click on Classifieds to get started.




BRIAN SCOTT RIPPEE

thedmsports@gmail.com

It’s been a year of ups and
downs for Ole Miss pitcher
Chad Smith, and Wednesday
was certainly a high point as
he struck out 11 Arkansas-Pine
Bluff hitters, a new career
high in that department, and
picked up his fourth win of
the year in a 12-1 rout of the
Golden Lions.

“I was just able to command
both my fastball and my slid-
er,” Smith said.

“I didn’t throw any change
ups tonight, but I was able to
work off of my fastball and
slider and command them on
both sides of the plate. It was
a big confidence booster just
seeing it translate with all the
hard work I've put in in prac-
tice”

Smith’s command of his
fastball has escaped him at
times this year, but he was
in full command of it on
Wednesday.

“In this league you have to
have fastball command to be
successful, and recently when
I have struggled, that’s been
the issue for me,” Smith said.
“I felt good the whole time.”

It was the first time Smith
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Chad Smithset a new carrer high for strike outs during the UAPB game.

had gone seven innings since
late February against Lou-
isville, and his velocity was
right there until the end.

“He was terrific,” Head
Baseball Coach Mike Bianco
said.

“I don’t know if it was his
best night, but it’s got to be up
there. He was really strong,
and even into 100 pitches he

b |
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was throwing in the low 9os
and had great stuff.”

Ole Miss scored 12 runs on
10 hits, and nine different
Rebels recorded a hit on the
night.

Kyle Watson and Errol
Robinson each had two hits.
Robinson had three RBIs and
Watson had a pair.

“I tried to stay up the mid-
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Diamond Rebels dominate Arkansas Pine-Bluff 12-1

PHOTO BY: EVAN TURNER

dle,” Watson said. “Coach
Clement has really been
working with me on keeping
a short swing and staying up
the middle of the field.”

Like Smith, Watson has had
his share of highs and lows
this year, and has been moved
around the outfield a good
bit. He even got an inning in a
third base on the night.

“He’s never held his head
down, and he’s just a great
time guy and had a terrif-
ic athlete, and had a terrific
night swinging the bat,” Bian-
co said.

J.B. Woodman and Will
Golsan each had an RBI base
knock as well.

After a scoreless first inning
from Pine Bluff’s Humberto
Medina, Ole Miss took con-
trol with three in the second,
one in the third and added a
pair in the fourth to take a 6-0
lead.

Pine Bluff added a run on
a ground ball out in Smith’s
final inning before Andrew
Lowe tossed a scoreless final
two innings of relief.

Ole Miss added two more in
the seventh and four in their
final at bat in the eighth.

The win was the Rebels’
34th on the year.

“We’ve played well all year,
and stumbled for about five
games, but we recovered from
that,” Bianco said. “I'm proud
of the way we’ve played the
last few weeks.”

The Rebels travel to Athens
this weekend for a three game
series at Georgia. First pitch
is set for 6 p.m. on Friday.

MENCEMENT

commencement.olemiss.edu

29710
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HEOME S TORIKE
APPLIANCES * FURNITURE ¢« ELECTRONICS oYX MAY 7TH 10AM

Haier #5000 “ﬂ‘“a"‘“"'@'”“% =JE'\"'Q"/'MR KitchenAid’ -""““"S"e’ VIZIO

MAYTAG “®Polaroid Heectox Clna 100 SHARP SONY  Thermador™

SOME OF -3 TANY GRAND OFPENING SPECIALSY
55" CLASS 1080P _E HDTV 65" CLASS 120HZ E' HDTV
e 1080p Resolution
= 3 HDMI inputs
e PG Inputs
= USB For Photo,
Music, And
Video Playback

SAVE 99
S4000°0
s Resalutio m M.S.R.P. = ONE PER FAMILY
* 3 HOMI Inputs $999.99 WHILE THEY LAST!
o LED Backlit 70” GLASS 120HZ ' E!'! SMART HDTV
‘ SHARP
* PC Input S ReG el

ESEIH00

M.S.R.P. ONE PER FAMILY | [Dbssssirariuinliia s
$699.99 TREINTS || - Aquomotion 240

refresh rate

REGISTER = AQUOS

SAVE
$70000

T O

M.S.R.P. ONE PER FAMILY
$1699.99 WHILE THEY LAST!

MAI l REss SALE 5.000 BTU AIR CONDITIONER 5.0 CUFT CHEST FREEZER
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