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40 HASKINS & SELLS May 

. 

Book Review 
Szepesi, Eugene. Cost Control and Ac

counting for Textile Mills. (New York, 
Bragdon, Lord & Nagle Co., 1922. 434 p.) 

The reviewer of books on accounting and 
related subjects is so accustomed to books 
which deal with generalities that it is 
something of a relief to find a new book 
which gets down, so to speak, to brass 
tacks. The book under review of neces
sity deals with certain principles and de
velops certain background before proceed
ing to the application of principles; but 
it stands out in the current literature on 
the subject in that the discussion of prin
ciples is steadfastly tied up with textile 
operations. The treatment of the subject 
indicates that the writer is a man of prac
tical experience in the textile field and 
writes from knowledge born of experience 
therein. 

While the book has particular value for 
those who are interested in textile account
ing, it may be read and consulted by those 
whose interest in cost accounting is general. 
The detail of the discussion makes it 
attractive to the seeker of specific informa
tion, and the treatment accorded by the 
author may well serve as an example for 
other writers to follow. 

Chapters 1 to 8 are more or less general, 
treating of the elements of cost. Chapters 
9 to 18 are more specific, the outstanding 
ones being those which discuss the control 
accounts of a modern cost control organiza
tion and the records and routine of registry 
in progress of production. The last chap
ter, discussing cost without red tape, is 
particularly illuminating, and contains a 
number of correction tables which facilitate 
calculations to show variations from stand
ards. 

If the price of the book, ten dollars, is 
thought to be somewhat excessive, a care
ful perusal of the content will doubtless 
serve to dispel such idea. The illustrations 
and tabulations are numerous; the book, 
as a whole, very satisfactory, both from 
the point of view of content and treatment 
of the subject. 
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