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American Institute of Certified Public Accountants
Centennial Celebration

The accounting profession’s roots in the United States can be traced back to 1887, 
when thirty-one men gathered in New York City to form the American Association of 
Public Accountants. Its founding marked the beginning of an organized CPA pro
fession in the United States, distinguished by its technical and ethical standards, 
licensing status, and commitment to serving the public interest. One hundred years 
later, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants, the successor organiza
tion, has 250,000 members employed in public practice, industry, government and 
education providing a variety of valuable services to organizations and individuals.
This official commemorative cachet, honoring the 100th anniversary of the profes
sion in the United States, depicts the historical, traditional and contemporary tools 
used by CPAs in the performance of their work.
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