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Abstract

Scholars of the Lost Cause have tended to end their examinations of the Confederate
commemorative movement before the 1920s. Citing a variety of indicators that range from
veterans' mortality rates to national reconciliation, these historians have assumed that the Lost
Cause became increasingly irrelevant in southern society. Yet, veterans organizations and their
auxiliaries put a great deal of energy into constructing an historical interpretation that would
vindicate their actions to future generations. This dissertation therefore extends the examination
of the Lost Cause movement throughout the twentieth century.

Limiting the geographical scope of the research to a state study of Mississippi also
highlights the extent to which the political system granted legitimacy to the Lost Cause through
legal statutes and appropriations. From placenames and textbook censorship to funding
memorials, the state, county, and municipal governments in Mississippi have assisted in the
preservation and interpretation of Confederate memory.

Despite this official endorsement which began immediately upon the war's conclusion,
other historical interpretations existed within the state. In fact, the U.S. Army and Reconstruction
Republicans attempted to leave their own Unionist marks on Mississippi during the late 1860s and
1870s. By the 1890s when the federal government again began to play an occasional role in
commemorating the Civii War within Mississippi's borders, a tone of national reconciliation
stressed the honor and skill of combatants on both sides. Meanwhile, the black community
managed to preserve its own memories of slavery, the war, and Reconstruction.

As the Civil Rights Movement began to escalate, segregationists used the white South's
loyalty to the Lost Cause as a means of rallying support. While the federal Civil War Centennial
Commission urged a program of national reconciliation, the Mississippi Commission on the War
Between the States attempted to manipulate the anniversary to assist the cause of white

supremacy. For both segregationists and civil rights activists, the identity of similar actors and Ikjh



vi
agendas evoked rhetorical parallels between the past and the present, particularly after the 1962
riot at the University of Mississippi. During the 1966 Meredith March, blacks began to publicly
challenge Confederate monuments and flags as symbols of white supremacy.

By the 1980s when civil rights advances had granted African Americans access to
political power, their own long-held memory of the past no longer remained isolated within the
black community. Indeed, controversy over Confederate symbols sparked extensive dialogue
across Mississippi on the interpretation of the antebellum and Civil War past. The Lost Cause
continued to influence many within the state, but its adherents couid no longer prevent alternative

memories from entering the public reaim.
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Introduction

In a 1964 essay entitied "Mythology: A New Frontier in Southern History,” George B.
Tindall suggested that the field might benefit from an examination of the region's mythology,
because: ". .. myths may become the ground for belief, for either loyalty and defense on the one
hand or hostility and opposition on the other. In such circumstances a myth itself becomes one of
the realities of history, significantly influencing the course of human action, for good or ill."! Since
the publication of this essay, a number of scholars have focused on the development of one
particular myth that Tindall mentions only in passing - the Confederate South — except that these
scholars have used the phrase the "Lost Cause" to define the Civili War commemorative
movement they examine.

Edward O. Pollard originated or at least popularized the term in his 1866 history The Lost
Cause: A New Southern History of the War of the Confederacy.? At the time, the expression
referred strictly to the defeat of southern nationalism, and former Confederates quickly adopted
the reference. In 1951, however, C. Vann Woodward applied the phrase to the postbellum
Confederate commemorative activities that he briefly described in Origins of the New South,
1877-1913.3 Although Woodward dismissed the memorial expressions as inconsequential
displays of nostalgia, other historians who took the movement more seriously utilized the

reference.

'George B. Tindal, "Mythology: A New Frontier in Southern History," in The Idea of the South:
Pursuit of a Central Theme, ed. Frank E. Vandiver (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1964),
p. 2.

’Edward A. Pollard, The Lost Cause: A New Southern History of the War of the Confederacy (New
York: E. B. Treat, 1866). By 1868, Pollard redefined the South's "Cause" as white supremacy and
thus titled his next work The Lost Cause Regained (New York: G. W. Carleton & Co., 1868), pp.
13-14. The general population, however, continued to use the reference for its original intent. For
a more lengthy discussion of the term's usage, see Thomas L. Connelly and Barbara L. Bellows,
God and General Longstreet: The Lost Cause and the Southern Mind (Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 1982), pp. 1-5.

3C. Vann Woodward, Origins of the New South, 1877-1913 (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1951), pp. 165-57.
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Since the 1970s, the Lost Cause has become the subject of intense study.* Scholars
have analyzed postbellum writings, both nonfiction and fiction, about the war. They have
examined the growth of Confederate-oriented organizations, studied the rituals that evolved, and
documented the monuments and other memorials that proliferated across the southern
landscape; and, more generally, they have highlighted how the war generation and their
descendants constructed an historical interpretation to validate Confederate actions. In this
version of the past, the antebellum South existed as a utopian agrarian society; the South
seceded to protect states' constitutional rights; the North managed to defeat the Confederate's
superior military ability because of overwhelming numbers and resources; and Reconstruction
was a period of corrupt administration by revengeful Northerners, ignorant freedmen, and
traitorous scalawags — ultimately corrected when white southerners redeemed control of their
state governments from federal intervention.

Over the decades, scholars of the Lost Cause have differed in the theoretical constructs
they have employed. In the 1970s, three different works that sought to provide general overviews

utilized Tindall's concept of mythology.’ In 1980, Charles Reagan Wilson applied the framework

of civil religion to the postbellum movement in Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the Lost Cause,

1865-1920. When Gaines Foster's Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the

Emergence of the New South, 1865 to 1913 appeared in 1987, the author announced his

“Gaines M. Foster has examined Lost Cause literature as well as suggesting new fields of study in
"The Lost Cause Found: Reflections on a Burgeoning Historical Literature,” unpublished
manuscript read at the 2000 Graduate Student Conference on Southern History at the University
of Mississippi, in author's possession.

SSusan Speare Durant, "The Gently Furled Banner: The Development of the Myth of the Lost
Cause" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1972); Rollin G. Osterweis, The Myth of
the Lost Cause, 1865-1900 (Hamden, CN: Archon Books, 1973); Lloyd Arthur Hunter, "The
Sacred South: Postwar Confederates and the Sacralization of Southern Culture" (Ph.D.
dissertation, St. Louis University, 1978).

SCharles Reagan Wilson, Baptized in Blood: The Religion of the L ost Cause, 1865-1920 (Athens:
University of Georgia Press, 1980); idem, "The Religion of the Lost Cause," Journal of Southern
History 46 (May 1980): 220-238.




dissatisfaction with both "myth" and "civil religion,” favoring instead the term "tradition.” More
recently, scholars have adapted the theory of historical memory in their examinations of the Lost
Cause.

Whatever their theoretical underpinning, these studies have increased the knowledge of
the chronology and components of the commemorative movement. Yet despite the assumed
relevance of the Lost Cause granted by the very existence of this scholarship, few works have
moved beyond the time of its supposed decline to assess its impact on mid- and late-twentieth
century southern society. Pointing to the mortality of the veterans, the diminished membership of
Confederate organizations, and national reunion, most scholars end their studies by the 1920s.
This contention that the Lost Cause lost relevance before the mid-twentieth century illustrates one
of the weaknesses of institutional histories. Just because the organizations and publications that
originally served to promulgate a vindication of the Old South and the Confederacy diminished in
size or disappeared altogether, it does not necessarily follow that the Lost Cause itself had
become insignificant. The assumption is all the more curious because most of the scholarship on
the Lost Cause dwells extensively on the efforts of these groups to control the interpretation of
Southern history. After describing all the energy put into building memorials and censoring
textbooks in order to influence future generations, historians have forgotten to examine the impact
of these efforts on their intended audience.

And yet, many of the autobiographical memoirs published in the mid-twentieth century by
white southerners describe the impressions the postbellum Confederate activities made upon

young minds. In her book, The Making of a_Southerner, Katharine Du Pre Lumpkin includes a

'Gaines M. Foster, Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the
New South, 1865 to 1913 (New York: Oxford University Press, 1987), p. 7-8. Foster complained
that both terms carried mulitiple meanings in scholarly discourse and both implied the movement
had a more lasting effect on southern identity than he perceived. In more recent years, Foster
has acknowledged the need to examine the continued influence of the movement in the decades
leading up to the Civil Rights Movement and beyond. "Lost Cause Found," pp. 24-31.

8See for example, David W. Blight, Race and Reunion; The Civil War in American Memory
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2001).
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chapter entitled "A Child Inherits a Lost Cause.” In it, she describes her family's participation in a
1903 veterans reunion and her own membership in the Children of the Confederacy. From the
perspective of mature hindsight, Lumpkin viewed these and other Lost Cause initiatives as efforts
to condition future generations to preserve a Southern way of life founded on the cornerstone of

white supremacy.’ In Southern Legacy , Hodding Carter also dwells on Civil War lessons learned

at a young age, writing:

I was born forty-two years ago, just midway between the close of the War
Between the States and the present. Similarly located in meaningful time
are hundreds of thousands, even millions, of white Southerners of my
age and older. . . . Almost every one of us, farmer, city man,
mountaineer, teacher, preacher, poor white or so-called "Bourbon," was
close to some fabulous father or grandfather, some remembering
grandmother, to whom, in our childhood and even our young manhood,
the war and its aftermath was a personal, bitter, and sacred reality. And
if, in their declining years, they embroidered fact with fancy, our
inheritance was no less real, our conviction of wrongful treatment no less
strong, our resultant idealization no less significant.'

During the 1930s, sociologist John Dollard spent five months in Indianola, Mississippi researching

his classic Caste and Class in a Southern Town. There, he noted,

The force of historical influence as a present fact struck me. . . . | raised
with various friends the question whether most white southerners know
the history of the Civil War, the humiliations of reconstruction days,
"carpet-baggism,” and Negro rule. They felt that this knowledge is
general and has not dimmed with time. The possible recurrence of
Negro supremacy is an ever-present threat and a dominating
consideration in southern social life. Southern society is no less active
than ours in transmitting its version of history."'

These three samples alone suggest that the Lost Cause and its interpretation of history retained a

considerable degree of influence over white southerners that far exceeded the chronology as

Katharine Du Pre Lumpkin, The Making of a Southerner (New York: Aifred A. Knopf, 1947), pp.
111-147.
“Hodding Carter, Southern Legacy (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1950), pp.18-

19.
11 john Dollard, Caste and Class in a Southern Town (London: Yale University Press, 1937), p. 50.



outlined by scholars of the movement. This dissertation examines the impact of the Lost Cause
on southern society throughout the twentieth century.

It is also a state study of Mississippi, which permits exploration of details while limiting the
geographical boundaries of the research to a more manageable scope. In his classic Southern
Politics in State and Nation, V. O. Key, Jr. remarks,

Northemers, provincials that they are, regard the South as one large Mississippi.

Southerners, with their eye for distinction, place Mississippi in a class by itself. . . .

every other southemn state finds some reason to fall back on the soul-satisfying

exclamation, 'Thank God for Mississippil' Yet Mississippi only manifests in

accentuated form the darker political strains that run throughout the South™
This study claims no uniqueness for the state with regards to Civil War memory. Most of the
trends that appear in Mississippi exist elsewhere in the region as well. Yet in some areas,
differences among the former Confederate states will not become apparent until more state
studies make comparative analysis possible.

One group of previously underutilized sources particularly apt for analysis on a state level
are legal statutes and governmental appropriations. Historians have not completely ignored the
role of states in promoting the agenda of veterans organizations and their affiliates, but neither
have scholars thoroughly explored the extent to which the political system granted legitimacy to
the Lost Cause. From placenames and textbook censorship to funding memorials and other
projects, the state, county, and municipal governments in Mississippi have assisted in the
preservation and interpretation of Confederate memory. In other words, the Lost Cause was not
just a grassroots phenomenon. it had official endorsement.

The Italian philosopher Antonio Gramsci would describe the resulting dominance a

"cultural hegemony” established by the southern white elite.”* John Bodnar would label it an

2. O. Key, Jr. Southern Politics in State and Nation (New York: Vintage Books, 1949), p. 229.

BJoseph V. Femia, Gramsci's Political Thought: Hegemony, Consciousness, and the
Revolutionary Process (Oxford, Great Britain: Clarendon Press, 1981).
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example of "official memory.""* Both would presuppose the existence of one or more competing
interpretations, and such indeed was the case. As Chapter One will demonstrate, the U.S. army,
the federal government, and Republican legislators made several attempts to leave a Unionist
mark on Mississippi during the period of the war itself through to 1876. That year, white
southerners regained control of state politics, and the next time the federal government played a
prominent a role in commemorating the Civil War within the state, it adopted the more amenable
tone of national reconciliation. With both the 1899 preservation of the Vicksburg battlefield as a
national military park and the 1917 reunion of the Vicksburg battle survivors, participants on both
sides of the conflict were honored for their courage and devotion to conviction, a stance much
more agreeable to former Confederates. The federal government's promotion of national
reconciliation would persist into the 1960s with the Civil War Centennial, as discussed in Chapter
Three.

Even as the rest of the nation appeared to forget the causality of slavery and the role of
black soldiers in emancipating those still in chains, the African American community remembered
— a memory quite at odds with the image of happy slaves and loyal black Confederates treasured
by adherents of the Lost Cause. With no assistance from the state government, Mississippi
blacks recalled the horrors of enslavement, the joy of freedom, and the pride in political
participation during Reconstruction. Chapter Two traces the scattered evidence of this historical
interpretation in oral tradition, holiday commemorations, Grand Army of the Republic posts, and
the written word.

Thus, despite the dominant role of the Lost Cause within Mississippi, other versions of the
same era existed within the state. Chapters One and Two explore the construction of all these
various memories. None became completely submerged or engulfed by Confederate

commemoration. And national reunion never completely overwhelmed the Lost Cause. Most

“John Bodnar, Remaking America: Public Memory, Commemoration, and Patriotism in the
Twentieth Century (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1992).




white southerners would maintain an allegiance to both their Confederate past and their present
citizenship in the United States. Belief in the vindication of their secessionist cause would ease
this dual fidelity, but tensions between the two would escalate as sectional conflict arose yet again
in the 1960s.

Chapters Three and Four examine how segregationists in the mid-twentieth century
utilized the allure of the Lost Cause to rally white southerners in a contemporary battle against civil
rights. Chapter Three focuses on the Civil War Centennial. While the federal Civil War
Centennial Commission urged a program of national reconciiiation, the Mississippi Commission
on the War Between the States attempted to manipulate the anniversary to assist the cause of
white supremacy. In addition to boosting state revenues with tourist dollars, the commission
viewed the commemoration as an opportunity to improve its image with the rest of the nation while
also bolstering regional loyalty among the state's white inhabitants. Whether or not it
accomplished those last two goals, the officials did prevent any alternative interpretation from co-
opting the centennial within the state, and it also acted to deter the federal commission from
granting a national stage to proponents of civil rights.

Chapter Four concentrates on rhetorical allusions to the Civil War and Reconstruction
used in the mid-twentieth century conflict over civil rights. For both sides, the parallels between
the past and the present, the identity of similar actors and agendas, evoked these historical
analogies. Segregationists in particular tended to recall the haunting trauma of Reconstruction as
both a warning about "Negro rule” and an object lesson in white perseverance. References to the
Civil War came to the fore primarily during the integration crisis at the University of Mississippi in
1962. With its perceived federal-state clash, its "invasion" of the state by federal troops, and the
"battle" between those same forces and the rioters on the night of September thirtieth, the
metaphor seemed apt to all concerned.

Since the Dixiecrat bolt from the Democratic party in 1948, segregationists had used the

Confederate battle flag and the tune "Dixie" to rally supporters. The appearance of these and



other Lost Cause icons would not remain unchallenged. The first public confrontation over
Confederate symbols occurred during the 1966 Meredith March from Memphis to Jackson. As
described in Chapter Five, civil rights leaders rallied their own supporters by challenging
Confederate monuments and rebel flags under the watchful eye of the national media. In a march
most often remembered for the first public appearance of the "Black Power" slogan, the general
air of increased militancy within the entire Civil Rights Movement facilitated actions that in the past
would have incurred violent reprisals from the white community.

As the socio-political strength of African Americans grew within the state, further contests
over Lost Cause emblems occurred. Chapter Five documents these challenges in Fayette after
the 1969 election of its first black mayor and at the University of Mississippi during the 1970s as
the number of registered black students increased. In the 1980s, an extended debate began at
the university over its use of Confederate symbols and their meaning. Chapter Six analyzes the
arguments used by both sides and chronicles the controversy throughout the rest of the twentieth
century. During that same period other disputes emerged within the state over official
endorsements of Lost Cause symbols, the most noteworthy being the appearance of the
Confederate battle standard on the Mississippi flag. The 2001 special election on the issue may
have preserved this flag and demonstrated continued adherence to the Lost Cause interpretation
among many of the state's inhabitants, but the contest over such symbols also verified the
resilience of an alternative memory. Moreover, the very fact that a public debate took place was a

significant departure from the past.



Chapter 1
Vindicating the South
Is it right, is it wise, for the people of the South to commemorate the part which they took in the
war between the States? . . . What the influence upon us of that past may be, and whether for
good or evil, must depend largely upon our own attitude toward it, the conception we form of it,

and the sentiments with which we and our children after us shall come to regard it. —W. M. Cox

at the unveiling of the Confederate monument in Carroll County, Mississippi on December 1,
1905.!

In 1869, Robert E. Lee received an invitation to attend a veterans' reunion in
Pennsylvania where Union and Confederate officers would walk the Gettysburg battiefield marking
the positions held by their troops on those three fateful days six years earlier. Currently serving as
the president of Washington College in Virginia, Lee declined the request, replying that he
believed it "wiser . . . not to keep open the sores of war, but to follow the examples of those
nations who endeavored to obliterate the marks of civil strife & to commit to oblivion the feelings it
engendered.” Needless to say, Lee's sentiments are replete with historical irony. Only a few
white southerners of his generation and those that followed would have agreed with their idol's
remarks, and by the turn of the century, the white South's enthusiastic adoption of Civil War
commemorative measures had insured that the conflict would remain extant on the mental and
physical landscape of their region for a long time to come.

What exactly lay behind this compulsion of white southerners to form associations of
veterans and auxiliaries comprised of sons and daughters, to erect monuments, to preserve
battlefields and relics, to set aside certain dates as holidays with specified ritual enactments, to

compose histories and poems and other fictional endeavors on the subject, and to share

'Unveiling_Ceremonies of Carroll County's Confederate Monument at Carroliton, Mississippi,
December 1st, 1905 (Carroliton, MS: Conservative Print, 1905), p. 31, Carroll County Public
Library.

*Mary Munsell Abroe "All the Profound Scenes: Federal Preservation of Civil War Battlefields,
1861-1990" (Ph.D. dissertation, Loyola University (Chicago), 1996), pp. 74-75, quoting Robert E.
Lee to David McConaughy, 5 August 1869, David McConaughy Collection, Gettysburg College
Library.
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recollections, anecdotes, and family legends whenever two or more should gather? What
explains this southern cultural movement that twentieth-century historians have entitied the "Lost
Cause"? As the champion in this internal conflict, the North demonstrated a natural tendency to
hail its triumphant achievement in song, story, and stones at home and even within the newly
reincorporated region of its former enemy. According to historical tenet, after all, the victor writes
the history, establishing his motivations and showcasing the glory of his battle prowess. Logic
would seemingly dictate that the losing side would have neither the opportunity nor the desire to
commemorate its defeat. And yet, former Confederates proceeded to do just that — not to
celebrate their loss but to establish the mnemonic tools required to ingrain habits of thought which
would justify actions and instill pride in themselves and their descendants. This chapter explores
the various methods used to accomplish that goal in Mississippi during the first half-century after
the boys in Gray returned home in defeat.

In many ways, the urge to permanently commemorate war is a common phenomenon.
The ancient world, after all, built obelisks and memorial columns, while early modern Europe fired
equestrian statues in bronze and constructed triumphal arches modeled on those of Imperial
Rome. Throughout time and across cultures, society's devotion to military heroes has remained
pandemic. Eighteenth-century Americans, too, dedicated memorials honoring the patriots who
had participated in the revolution against Mother England.> Almost inevitably then, the northern
champions in the internecine struggle not quite a century later between the Union and the

Confederacy would follow this celebratory pattern by erecting monuments to their triumph, their

3James Mayo, War Memorials as Political Landscape (New York: Praeger Publishers, 1988), pp.
1-3. The effort to preserve part of the Bunker Hill battiefield and to raise a commemorative
obelisk began in 1823, and although the Continental Congress resolved to build a column at
Yorktown back in 1781, funds did not become available until the centennial in 1881 when other
revolutionary battlefields also received monuments. Barry MacKintosh, The National Park
Service: Shaping the Scenery (Washington, DC: U.S. Department of the Interior, 1985), p. 28;

Ronald F. Lee, The Origin and Evolution of the National Military Park Idea (Washington, DC:
Office of Park Historic Preservation, 1973), pp. 3-6.
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heroes, and their dead. In fact, the Civil War would generate an extraordinary number of such
memorials.

One of the first indications that this particular war would result in commemoration of an
unprecedented scope was the creation of the National Cemetery System. The combination of
devastatingly high casualty rates and the Victorian fascination with death destined the American
Civil War to become the first modern conflict in which authorities tried to provide proper burial and
recognition to the dead of all ranks. Contributing to this inclination was the necessity of
maintaining national morale by respecting the deaths of common soldiers in a largely volunteer
and conscripted army - a citizens army performing its duty rather than a professional force
earning a living. Thus, for five years after the last soldier had fallen in combat, the United States
government requisitioned acreage scattered across the country to create the national cemeteries
wherein the reinterred bodies of Union soldiers received individual burial plots and markers —
even those bodies which remained unidentified. This democratic treatment was particularly suited
to a republic, and the simple, repetitive markers laid out in formal geometric grids composed a
solemn picture of sacrifice that enhanced the hallowed nature of the grounds. And as a
composite of these individual memorials, a national cemetery represented a powerful
commemorative tool in its own right - especially as expediency determined that several of these

grounds rested on the sites of major battles where many of those buried had lost their life's blood.*

“Many scholars grant this precedence in burial procedure to the Civil War. A similar respect for
the dead arose in Europe after the Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71, but the habit became truly
established on the continent after World War I. Previously, those who cleaned up battlefields
typically had tossed corpses into trenches that became mass graves or simply buried the dead
where they had fallen. Only heroes and officers might hope that their remains would receive more
respectful treatment. See, James Stevens Curl, A Celebration of Death: An Introduction to Some
of the Buildings. Monuments, and Settings of Funerary Architecture in the Western European
Tradition (New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 1980), pp. 317-18; David G. Troyansky,
"Monumental Politics: National History and Local Memory in French Monuments aux Morts in the
Department of Ainse since 1870," French Historical Studies 15 (Spring 1987): 121-41. For
discussions about the National Cemetery system and the Civil War, see Edward Steere, "Genesis
of American Graves Registration 1861-1879," Military Affairs 12 (Fall 1948): 149-61; Idem,
Shrines of the Honored Dead: A Study of the National Cemetery System (Washington DC:
Department of the Army, 1953-1954), pp. 1-22; John R. Neff, "Heroic Eminent Death: The
Redefinition of American Nationality in the Commemoration of Abraham Lincoln and the Civil War
Soldier Dead" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of California (Riverside), 1998); Dean W. Holt,
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Three of the four national cemeteries located within the borders of the state of Mississippi
began as part of this postbellum burial project. In the northeast quadrant of the state, the twenty
acres of the Corinth National Cemetery occupy a portion of the field upon which Union forces had
conducted the siege and battle for that strategic railway crossroads. Its 5,688 Civil War
interments include not only those casualties of the fight for Corinth but also the dead from
approximately twenty other battles and skirmishes in the surrounding area, many connected to the
Confederate retreat that followed Shiloh.® The U.S. Army established an even larger cemetery —
117.85 acres containing 16,586 Civil War dead — on the bluffs alongside Vicksburg where rebel
artillery had once rained fire upon the Union gunboats that had threatened the Confederacy's river
stronghold. At that site, the military reinterred the remains of the Union soldiers and sailors initially

buried up and down the Mississippi and on both banks of the river.® Although Natchez had fallen

American Military Cemeteries: A Comprehensive Guide to the Hallowed Grounds of the United
States Including Cemeteries Overseas (Jefferson, NC: McFarland & Company, 1992); Abroe, "All
the Profound Scenes,” chapter 1; John S. Patterson, "A Patriotic Landscape: Gettysburg, 1863-
1913," Prospects: The Annual of American Culture Studies 7 (1982): 315-333; Amy J. Kinsel,
"From These Honored Dead" Gettysburg in American Culture, 1863-1938" (Ph.D. dissertation,
Cornell University, 1992), chapter 3; Kelsey R. Cass, "None Else of Name: The Origin and Early
Development of the United States National Cemetery System" (Ph.D. dissertation, Claremont
Graduate University, 2001); David Charles Sloane, The Last Great Necessity: Cemeteries in
American History (Baltimore: John Hopkins University Press, 1991), pp. 114-15; G. Kurt Piehler,
Remembering War the American Way (Washington, DC: Smithsonian Institute Press, 1995), pp.
49-52; One other factor in the development of the national cemeteries was the early nineteenth-
century trend towards scenic rural cemeteries, see Barbara Rotundo, "The Rural Cemetery
Movement," Essex Institute Historical Collections 109 (July 1973): 231-40; Bianche Linden-Ward,
"Putting the Past Under Grass: History as Death and Cemetery Commemoration,” Prospects 10
(1985). 279-314. Initially the graves in national cemeteries received no more than simple wooden
headboards, but deterioration caused Congress to provide funding for more permanent
headstones in 1873, adopting two standard designs: one for the known and the other for the
unknown. Holt, pp. 471-2.

’Ibid., pp. 77-9; Alcorn County Historical Association, The History of Alcorn County, Mississippi
(Dallas, TX: National ShareGraphics, 1983), p. 57. Three Confederates also lay buried in the
National Cemetery at Corinth. See also, Claude Gentry, Private John Allen: Gentleman—
Statesman-—Sage—Prophet (Decatur, GA: Bowen Press, 1957), pp. 63-64. For a list of Union
soldiers buried in Mississippi, see Irene S. Gillis, Grave Registrations of Union Soldiers Buried in
the Mississippi National Cemeteries of Corinth, Natchez, and Vicksburg (N.p., 1983).

SHolt, American Military Cemeteries, pp. 444-46; See also, Richard Meyers, The Vicksburg
National Cemetery: Vicksburg National Military Park, An Administrative History ([Washington, DC]:
National Park Service, 1968), p. 74. Meyers gives the 1875 count of Civil War dead as 16,588.
Two Confederate soldiers lie buried on the grounds. "Out of Place: Lone Rebels Standout in
National Cemetery,” Vicksburg Evening Post, 22 June 1986, Subject File: "Vicksburg National
Military Cemetery,” Mississippi Department of Archives and History (hereafter cited as MDAH);
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without a struggle to Federal troops early in the war, that port, too, would eventually possess an
11.7 acre cemetery of 3,086 Civil War dead which would consolidate the bodies of Union soldiers
and sailors originally interred on the levees further south of Vicksburg. The site was a logical
choice considering that a Federal hospital in Natchez with its inevitable loss of life had already
provided for a substantial number of Union burials in that city.’

By no means were all of the original national cemeteries situated in the South -
Gettysburg obviously boasted one, as did several other northern communities which had hosted
training camps and troop concentration points during the conflict. Even a few frontier garrisons
became part of the system. Yet, most of the fighting had occurred in the South, and for practical
reasons the federal government established a large number of these burial grounds in that region.
Indeed, the presence of all those federal soldiers interred far afield in southern soil contributed to
the system’s very existence, as the northern public soon became aware that the Union dead
required protection from the callousness of a hostile community which saw nothing wrong with
desecrating the resting places of Yankee heroes.®! In Mississippi, for instance, authorities
received reports that a planter named Jones had plowed under the graveyard at Milliken's Bend in
order to enlarge his cotton field and that another landowner had built a race track in the vicinity of
Vicksburg without regard to the Union soldiers that had lain beneath the surface.®* Human hands,
however, did not pose the only threat to burial sites, for the Mississippi River committed its own

brand of vandalism when annual floods eroded the grave soil of those buried atop levees,

Associated Press, "The Only Confederate Soldiers in Cemetery Get New Headstones,” Memphis
Commercial Appeal,12 September 1993, Subject File: "Vicksburg National Military Cemetery,”
MDAH.

"Holt, American Military Cemteries, pp. 269-71. Steere asserts that the location of "wartime
cemeteries” resulted from one of two reasons: the grounds either lay in a combat zone or at troop
concentration points where the high mortality rates of hospitals also necessitated burial grounds.
Steere, Shrines_of the Honored, p. 7. The military also established three National Cemeteries
next to Confederate military prison camps in Andersonville, GA; Florence, SC; and Salisbury, NC.

Holt, American Military Cemeteries, p. 3.
!Neff, "Heroic Eminent Death," pp. 227-28.

Meyers, The Vicksburg National Cemetery, pp. 5-6.
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exposing human remains to the elements.” Consequently, to honor the sacrifice of its soldiers,
the federal government gathered their bodies into protective enclaves."'

Simuitaneous with this service as sanctuaries for the Union dead, national cemeteries
also acted as exemplars for the living by demonstrating the posthumous honor loyal forces would
receive from a grateful nation. After all, the great respect granted to the dead by this act of careful
reinterment quite simply encompassed federal remains exclusively. The only exceptions to this
policy were those few rebels buried on the grounds either by mistake or because they had died
while in Union custody at military prison camps or hospitals. Otherwise, Confederate corpses
would remain scattered throughout the countryside buried in trenches or shallow graves unless a
local community or family made a concerted effort to provide a proper burial. The federal
government's decision regarding who deserved its own brand of burial and who did not was quite
deliberate and proceeded without debate. Thus, despite the title, for many years to come the
various grounds would qualify more as "Union" than "National" cemeteries.'? This segregation of
the Blue and the Gray was pointed and explicit. A quartermaster in the U.S. Army who helped to

consolidate the Union graves scattered across Louisiana and Mississippi stated:

%ibid., p. 14. Those federal remains buried on Ship Island off the Mississippi Gulf Coast also
suffered from the elemental rampages of nature, causing the removal of 288 to Chalmette
National Cemetery on the mainland in Louisiana. In 1885, however, an expose conducted by the
New_Orleans Times-Democrat revealed that the Army had not transferred all of the Union
deceased, and the description of exposed skeletons and coffins resulted in a fury of letters to the
War Department which in turn caused the extraction of even more remains for reburial at
Chalmette. Edwin C. Bearss, Historic Resource Study, Ship Island, Harrison County, Mississippi,
Gulf Islands National Seashore Florida/Mississippi ([Denver, COJ: National Park Service, 1984),
pp. 359-66; James G. Hollandsworth, "What a Hell of a Place to Send 2000 Men 3000 Miles":
Union Soldiers on Ship Island during the Civil War," Journal of Mississippi History 62 (Summer
2000): 138-39. Confederate bodies from the island's prison camp remained on the island.
"Presumably Mississippi's 1868 Reconstruction Constitutional Convention felt the need to
buttress this security. In an ordinance passing jurisdiction of the Corinth cemetery to the federal
government, they also included a section providing punishment for any offenders who committed
"any willful, reckless, or voluntary injury to or mutilation of the graves, monuments, fences,
shrubbery, ornaments, walks, or buildings in said cemetery.” Journal of the Proceedings in the
Constitutional Convention of the State of Mississippi 1868 (Jackson, MS: E. Stafford, 1871), p.
563.

“Neff, "Heroic Eminent Death," pp. 227-28. Also remarking on this division is Mayo, War
Memorials, pp. 177-78. In fact, the 1868 Mississippi Constitutional Convention referred in one
ordinance to the "Union National Cemetery' located in Corinth" (emphasis added), p. 562.




15

To a considerable extent in Southern soil, and in the very presence where bold

Treason reared its ungrateful head, they shall teach the children, whose fathers

sought to dismember and destroy the Republic, to cherish its institutions, and to

seek its honors and rewards. That Nation which respects and honors its dead,

shall ever be respected and honored itself."

Long after reconciliation between the two sections took place, national cemeteries would continue
to sustain this open yet subtle delineation between the faithful and the rebellious. According to
one recent examination of the system, this distinction between the Blue and the Gray persisted
among at least a few Mississippians as late as the 1990s. Explaining the Corinth cemetery's low
internment rate, the author of a National Cemetery study recounted a sentiment expressed to him
by several local residents: "This is a Yankee cemetery and we don't want to have anything to do
with it."

Tombstones and cemeteries were not the only markers to the Union cause raised on the
southern landscape. Even while the conflict still raged, soldiers on both sides would occasionally
commemorate a particular battle or their heroic dead by erecting ad hoc monuments with
materials at hand. On July 4, 1864, exactly one year to the day after Vicksburg's protracted siege
had ended, federal soldiers stationed in the town appropriated from a stone yard a marble obelisk
capped by an ornamental ball and set the memorial on the site where Confederate General John
Pemberton had met with Union General Ulysses S. Grant to discuss the terms of surrender.
Because it was originally intended to serve as a memorial to a local veteran of the Mexican War

and thus already carved with flags, cannon, and other military emblems, the shaft appeared

imminently suitable to those who wanted to leave a lasting reminder of the Union triumph. Three

BE. B. Whitman, "Remarks on National Cemeteries-—-Original Military Division of the Tennessee,"
in The Army Reunion; with Reports of the Meetings of the Societies of the Army of Cumberland;
the Army of Tennessee; the Army of the Ohio; and the Army of Georgia (Chicago: S. C. Griggs
and Co., 1869), pp. 227-28.

“Holt, American Military Cemeteries, p. 79. In contrast, one Mississippian published a poem in
1881 in which a Confederate veteran genuinely mourned those buried there: “"As now | pass
among these turf-grown mounds,/ 'Neath yonder banner floating o'er the dead,/ | reck not foes as
slumb'rers in these grounds,/ But walk among them with uncovered head.” Judge J. F. Simmons,
"Elegy: Written at the National Cemetery at Corinth, Mississippi," in The Welded Link and Other
Poems (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1881), pp. 48-55.
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years later, however, chippings on the monument had forced authorities to remove it to a location
outside the railroad depot where constant surveillance offered greater security. The record is
unclear as to whether the damage resulted from the enmity of natives or the avidity of relic
hunters, but whatever the reason, a sturdier iron cannon tube replaced the marble monument on
the surrender site, and by 1868 another relocation moved the original shaft within the protective
confines of the National Cemetery."

Meanwhile, the Fourth of July, a uniquely American holiday celebrating the nation's
independence, became associated in the minds of many Mississippians with the defeat of
Vicksburg.'s To those former slaves who had worked the fields at Brierfield, the plantation owned
by Jefferson Davis, the 1864 double anniversary elicited a jubilee of speeches and feasting during

which time the freedmen hosted visiting Federal officials and northern missionaries.”” White

5In 1940, the Surrender Monument resumed its original location in the Vicksburg National Military
Park where it remained until environmental damage caused the park to remove the memorial for
repair in 1988. In 1995, the monument returned to display inside the visitor center of the park.
Meanwhile, officials had shipped the cannon tube first to Fort Donelson, Tennessee and later to
Fort Sumter, South Carolina, before the Vicksburg park reacquired and restored the artillery piece
in 1990. See Abroe, "All the Profound,” pp. 83 & 91-92; Meyers, Vicksburg National Cemetery, pp.
75-76; Steve Walker and David F. Riggs, Vicksburg Battlefield Monuments: A Pictorial Record
(Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1984), pp. 76-7; Confederate Veteran (March 1896):
cover (the photograph caption incorrectly cites Jackson as the location); Confederate Veteran
(April 1896): cover & p. 1; Harris Dickson, The Romance and Reality of Vicksburg: A Story-telling
Ramble with Harris Dickson (N.p., n.d.), p. 28; Red Messina, "Vicksburg's Civil War Monument
Has Strange History," University of Mississippi Daily Mississippian (28 August 1990), p. §
(hereafter cited as Daily Mississippian); and Deborah Pitts, "Vicksburg Displays 1864 Monument,”
Civil War News (August 1995): 5. For examples of other monuments erected during the war, see
Robert E. L. Krick, "The Civil War's First Monument: Barstow's Marker at Manassas," Blue & Gray
Magazine (April 1991): 32-34.

1sApparently, the surrender of the city on July Fourth was not completely a coincidence. Shelby
Foote writes that while several Confederates in the last days of the siege considered surrender on
that date "unthinkable," Pemberton consciously chose the holiday, stating "I am a northern man. |
know my people. | know their peculiar weaknesses and their national vanity; | know we can get
better terms from them on the Fourth of July than on any other day of the year. We must sacrifice
our pride to these considerations." Shelby Foote, The Beleaguered City: The Vicksburg
Campaign December 1862 — July 1863 (New York: Modern Library, 1995), p. 316. For a number
of years after the war, white southerners outside of Mississippi also shunned July Fourth. After
Reconstruction, however, they soon resurrected the observance. Piehler, Remembering War, pp.
61 &76.

Yjames T. Currie, Enclave: Vicksburg and Her Plantations (Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi, 1980), pp. 96-7; Idem, "Freedmen at Davis Bend, April 1864," Journal of Mississippi
History 46 (May 1984): 120-29. See also, Brian D. Page, "Stand by the Flag: Nationalism and
African American Celebrations of the Fourth of July in Memphis, 1866-1887," in Trial and
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Mississippians from the city and surrounding areas, in contrast, resolutely avoided any
observance of the federal holiday for aimost eight decades — no parades, no picnics, no fireworks,
no speeches — a deliberate disavowal that achieved its own commemorative value.’® Remarking
upon this custom in his hometown of Greenville, just a few bends up the Mississippi from
Vicksburg, historian and novelist Shelby Foote recalled in an interview the time one Ohio family
drove up the levee to have a picnic on the Fourth. Forgetting to set the brakes on the vehicle, the
automobile rolled right off the embankment into the river. Foote relayed the community's
assessment of the incident with the comment that "Everybody said it served them right for
celebrating the Fourth of July."” Linked as it was to the surrender of Vicksburg, the formerly
national holiday of American colonial independence became a painful reminder of southern
nationalism's defeat. It became, as author Elizabeth Spencer has noted, "a Yankee holiday."

In the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, three national cemeteries and one monument

comprised the sum of the North's physical memorials erected on Mississippi soil. Of course,

Triumph: Essays in_Tennessee African American History ed. Carroll Van West (Knoxville:
University of Tennessee Press, 2002), pp. 184-202. Escaped slaves working at Fort

Massachusetts on Ship Island held a "New Years and Emancipation Ball” that began on
December 31, 1862 and lasted into January 1, 1863, the day that Lincoln's Emancipation
Proclamation took effect. Charles L. Sullivan, The Mississippi Gulf Coast. Portrait of a People
(Northridge, CA: Windsor Publications, 1985), p. 92). On New Year's Day in 1866, freedmen in
Jackson paraded and listened to speeches by black leaders to celebrate their "independence
day." Dorothy Vick Smith, Black Reconstruction in Mississippi, 1862-1870 (Ph.D. dissertation,
University of Kansas, 1985), p. 232. In Meridian, the black parade held on May 10, 1867 featured
"Abraham Lincoln, Our Emancipator” and "Slavery Is Dead" followed by a banquet. Jack Shank,
Meridian: The Queen with a Past (Meridian, MS: Southeastern Printing Co., 1985), p. 42. On
May 28, 1870, the passage of the Fifteenth Amendment was celebrated with a procession and
speeches in Madison County. Carol Lynn Mead, The Land Between Two Rivers: Madison
County, Mississippi (Canton, MS: Friends of the Madison County-Canton Public Library, 1987),
pp. 162-63).

Bpeter R. Walker, Vicksburg: A People at War, 1860-1865 (Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press, 1960), pp. 221-22; Currie, Enclave, pp. 31-32; Julian Street, American
Adventures: A Second Trip 'Abroad at Home' (New York: Century Co., 1917), p. 493; Bryan
Woolley, "In Vicksburg, Fourth of July Is Not a Cause for Celebration," Jackson Clarion Ledger, 4
July 1977; and Linda Temple, "No Fireworks for the Fourth,"” Jackson Clarion Ledger, 4 July 1993,
pp. F1 & F2.

John Griffen Jones, ed., Mississippi Writers Talking: Interviews with Eudora Welty, Shelby
Foote, Elizabeth Spencer, Barry Hannah, and Beth Henley (Jackson: University Press of
Mississippi, 1982), p. 59.

Elizabeth Spencer, Landscapes of the Heart (New York: Random House, 1998), p. 155.
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during this same period monuments honoring Abraham Lincoln, the emancipation of slaves,
Union victory, and the Union dead began to proliferate above the Mason-Dixon line.! Aithough
delayed by the economic decimation that followed the war, white Mississippians would ultimately
populate their state with Confederate memorials, but in the years and decades that immediately
followed Appomattox white southerners tended to focus most of their commemorative energy
upon the Confederate dead.

On both sides of the conflict the survivors felt a need to mourn, collectively as well as
individually. In the South especially, the war had destroyed a significant segment of an entire
generation. Few families and communities would have failed to suffer loss, a loss moreover
which was not made tolerable by the satisfaction that such sacrifice had at least contributed to
victory. Lost lives and a lost cause. Such pain and anguish required an outlet, and while
Southern states may not have had the resources to replicate national cemeteries, other means
existed permitting former Confederates to express their grief and to demonstrate their respect for
their dead.

Women, furthermore, would lead the way in this mourning process. The reason this task
devolved upon females lay in part with nineteenth-century society's expectation that the weaker
sex could and should demonstrate their grief more openly than men. In fact, women were
essential in maintaining the extensive mourning customs of the Victorian era.? This very gender-
specific nature of bereavement management ironically facilitated white southerners' public
commemoration of their Confederate dead while in the midst of Union occupation and censure.
Unable to view females as political creatures, federal officials rarely saw the need to restrain

women from undertaking a cultural practice that scholars today would actually suggest possessed

ZIKirk Savage, Standing Soldiers, Kneeling Slaves: Race, War, and Monument in Nineteenth-
Century America (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1997), pp. 162-67.

ZpPatricia R. Loughridge and Edward D. C. Campbell, Jr., Women _in Mourning: A Catalog of the
Museum of the Confederacy's Corollary Exhibition Held November 14, 1984 through January 6,
1986 Richmond, Virginia (Richmond: Museum of the Confederacy, 1985), p. 25; Drew Gilpin
Faust, "Altars of Sacrifice: Confederate Women and the Narratives of War," Journal of American
History 74 (March 1990): 121.
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very political overtones.® Thus, although a few federal officials occasionally perceived and
reacted to the threat such rituals posed by prohibiting public manifestations of community
mourning for the treasonous dead, very few repressive episodes of that type actually occurred.”
After all, as one Columbus, Mississippi man suggested in 1868, surely a "great and powerful
government” would not "deny to a conquered and ruined people the melancholy privilege of
gathering-around the graves of their fathers, sons and brothers, to perform the sad offices of
affection and gratitude."”

One of the first ritualistic mediums created by white southern women for mourning the
war's dead was Decoration Day.”® Usually scheduled for sometime in the spring, the women
would typically organize a procession to a local cemetery which contained Confederate remains.

In addition to adorning, or "decorating” the graves with wreaths and flowers, the ritual also

BNeff has asserted just such a political scope to women's commemoration of war dead ("Heroic
Eminent Death,” p. 236), as does LeeAnn Whites, "'Stand by Your Man". The Ladies Memorial
Association and the Reconstruction of Southern White Manhood,” in Women_of the American
South: A Multicultural Reader, ed. Christie Anne Farnham (New York: New York University Press,
1997), pp. 139-41. Gaines Foster, however, suggests that the role of women in this observance
"reduced any political or ideological implications.” Ghosts of the Confederacy: Defeat, the Lost
Cause, and the Emergence of the New South 1865-1913 (New York: Oxford University Press,
1987), p. 46. Foster also argues that early memorial mourning activities "genuinely expressed
southern attitudes and were not a clever subterfuge for celebrating the southern cause without
incurring federal wrath” (p. 44).

MFoster, Ghosts, p. 44.

»"Address by Col. James M. Armold,” 1868, Subject File: "Celebrations—Columbus, MS-—
Decoration Day," Billups-Garth Archives, Columbus-Lowndes Public Library (hereafter cited as
CLPL).

ZFor analytical scholarship on both Confederate and federal Memorial Day, see Foster, Ghosts,
chapter 3; David W. Blight, Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory (Cambridge:
Harvard University Press, 2001), pp. 64-97; Antoinette G. van Zelm, "On the Front Lines of
Freedom: Black and White Women Shape Emancipation in Virginia, 1861-1890" (Ph.D.
dissertation, College of William and Mary, 1998), chapter 6; Catherine Albanese, "Requiem for
Memorial Day: Dissent in a Redeemer Nation,” American Quarterly 26 (October 1974). 386-98;
Conrad Cherry, "Two American Sacred Ceremonies: Their Implications for the Study of Religion in
America," American Quarterly 21 (Winter 1969). 730-54; W. Lloyd Warner, "An American Sacred
Ceremony," in American Civil Religion, eds. Russell E. Richey and Donald G. Jones (New York:
Harper & Row Publishers, 1974), W. Stuart Towns, "Ceremonial Orators and National
Reconciliation,” in Oratory in the New South, ed. Waldo W. Braden (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1979); W. Stuart Towns, "Ceremonial Speaking and the Reinforcing of American
Nationalism in the South, 1875-1890" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Florida, 1972), chapter 2;
Martha E. Kinney, "If Vanquished | Am Still Victorious" Religious and Cultural Symbolism in
Virginia's Confederate Memorial Day Celebrations, 1866-1930," Virginia Magazine of History and
Biography 106 (Summer 1998): 237-66.
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included prayers and orations that recalled the noble sacrifices of the deceased heroes. Referred
to in some communities as Confederate Memorial Day, the ceremonies of this annual regional
holiday focused almost exclusively upon the southern Civil War dead, unlike the federal Memorial
Day which subsequently absorbed within its commemorative purview the casualties of all other
American conflicts that followed the Civil War.?’

A minor historical dispute has existed for years over which southern city could claim the
honor of originating Decoration Day, and hence Memorial Day.®? The existence of several
contenders for this distinction who spontaneously and independently chose to honor the dead in a
like fashion indicates the widespread compulsion among white southerners to commemorate their
loss. Two Mississippi communities that have claimed primacy in this custom are Jackson, the
state capital, and the city of Columbus in Lowndes County. The ceremony in Jackson occurred in
the last month of the war itself. Reacting to word that General Lee had surrendered his army and
that federal troops were advancing to occupy Mississippi's capital, Sue Langdon Vaughan sent a
notice to the local paper requesting that "Daughters of the Southland" should meet at Greenwood
Cemetery the next day, April twenty-sixth, to garland the graves of Confederate heroes.
Townspeople and soldiers stationed in the city turned out in large numbers to witness the women

and children distribute flowers upon the mounds of the dead, and in 1891 an inscription on the

7As this chapter will eventually explain, a brief exception to this rule occurred in a few locales after
World War |.

ZFor a record of this dispute within Mississippi, see MS Division UDC Minutes (1933), pp. 75-76.
Foster appears to favor Columbus, Georgia as the site of the first memorial day commemoration
on April 26, 1866 (pp. 38 & 42) but cites several other claimants in a footnote (p. 219). Charles
Reagan Wilson also gives preference to Columbus, Georgia in Baptized in Blood: The Religion of
the Lost Cause, 1865-1920 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1980), p. 28. For the story of
Columbus, Georgia, see A History of the Origin of Memorial Day as Adopted by the Ladies
Memorial Association of Columbus, Georgia, and Presented to the Lizzie Rutherford Chapter of
the Daughters of the Confederacy, Under Whose Direction It Is Now Published (Columbus, GA:
Thos. Gilbert, 1898). Paul H. Buck highlights the occasion in Charleston, South Carolina on May
30, 1865 when black school children decorated the burial trenches of the Union dead in The Road
to Reunion 1865-1900 (Boston: Little, Brown and Co., 1937), p. 116], as does Blight. Race and
Reunion, p. 65. Due to cooperation exhibited on numerous occasions in honoring the dead of
both sides, Buck also views the federal Memorial Day as an indicator of reconciliation.
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state’'s Confederate monument memorialized this act by asserting that "Decoration Day Originated
in Jackson, Mississippi, April 26, 1865 by Sue Langdon Vaughan."”

Even if Jackson's 1865 date preempts its rival's claim by an entire year, Columbus can
still boast of a significant contribution to the holiday's widespread adoption. Organized by three
local ladies, a procession of women and girls marched to Friendship Cemetery on April 25, 1866
where they listened to a brief address and prayer by two ministers before decorating
approximately 1,400 Civil War graves with flowers. Union as well as Confederate dead received
these floral tributes, and the impartiality of this homage caused accounts of the occasion to

appear in papers as far afield as New York City where the story of the "generous deed" inspired

Francis Miles Finch to write his popular poem "The Blue and the Gray."® Although the federal

Reminiscences and accounts of this occasion appear in the following sources: Sue Langdon
Vaughan to Mrs. Gunn, 18 March 1907, J. L. Powers & Family Papers, #167, MDAH; "Mrs. Sue
Langdon Vaughn Writes to Col. E. T. Lee, Giving the Particulars of Decoration Day," Vicksburg
Herald, 18 October 1917, p. 3B; radio address by Mrs. Charles K. Hickey, 26 April 26 1938,
Subject File: "Memorial Day—Confederate,” MDAH; radio program script, 26 April 1941, Boyd
Family Papers, MDAH; MS Division UDC Minutes (1933), pp. 75-76; Missouri Division, United
Daughters of the Confederacy, Reminiscences of the Women of Missouri During the Sixties
(Jefferson City, MO: Hugh Stephens Printing Co., 1913), pp. 14-17. A suggestion that Vaughan
may have decorated graves in Vicksburg as early as 1863 appears in Jeff Hardy, "Credit for
Memorial Day Could Go to Confederate Nurse, Spy," Pascagoula Mississippi Press, 28 May 1995,
Subject File: "Memorial Day—-Confederate," MDAH.

¥The poem "The Blue and the Gray" first appeared in the Atlantic Monthly 20 (September 1867):
369-70; For descriptions of the first Columbus Decoration Day see, W. L. Lipscomb, A History of
Columbus Mississippi during the Nineteenth Century (Birmingham, AL: Press of Dispatch Printing
Co., 1909), pp. 129-30; Frank Hains, "'Love and Tears for the Blue, Tears and Love for the Grey".
Columbus Remembers Matt Morton and First Memorial Day in 1866," Jackson Daily News, 15
April 1955, Subject File: "Memorial Day—Confederate," MDAH,; Bonnie S. Margolin, "Soldiers of
Blue and Gray Remembered in Columbus, Miss., Ceremony," Denver Post, 24 May 1992, Vertical
File: "Celebrations—Columbus MS Decoration Day," CLPL]. Again, some sources suggest that
these three women began decorating war graves themselves as early as 1863, but the first
community effort was not until 1866. In 1932, the John Foster Society of the Children of the
American Revolution erected a modest monument in Friendship Cemetery proclaiming it the "Site
of first Decoration Day Columbus, Miss. April 25, 1866." MS Division UDC Minutes (1933), pp.
78-79; James W. Parker, Friendship Cemetery Columbus, Mississippi: Tombstone inscriptions
and Burial Records, Vol. 1 (Lowndes County Department of Archives and History, 1979), p. ix. In
1997, the Mississippi Department of Archives and History accepted a portrait of the four women
most influential in Columbus's Decoration Day for the state's Hall of Fame. "Decoration Day
Founders Honored; Portrait to Hang in Hall of Fame,” Columbus Commercial Dispatch, 24 April
1997, Subject File: "Confederate Memorial Observances,” MDAH.
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government eventually removed the Union bodies from the cemetery for burial elsewhere,
Columbus continued to mark each April twenty-fifth with this remembrance of the Civil War dead.

Within just a few years of the war's end, the observance of Decoration Day became
widespread throughout the South, although the regional holiday never achieved uniformity with a
single calendar date as did the national version which from the start settled on May thirtieth. Even
when Mississippi's legislature proclaimed April twenty-sixth the state's Confederate Memorial Day,
many communities like Columbus continued to celebrate on dates of their own choosing.
Raymond, for instance, observed Decoration Day on May twelfth, the anniversary of a local battle,
while other towns opted for the birthday of a hometown or state hero.?! Regardless of the actual
date, the ceremony typically occurred in the spring when the flowers so essential to the ritual were
in bloom. The season and the blossoms evoked the idea of regeneration, and indeed, the entire
purpose of the ritual was to annually renew the community's memory of the Confederacy and its
human casualties.

The accompanying speeches in particular pointed out the obligations of the living to recall
the sacrifices of the dead. In fact, these addresses articulated more than mere simple
expressions of loss by developing a complex rhetorical formula that assisted their audience to
move beyond grief. Giving meaning to death and defeat, orators would praise the virtues of the
deceased and defend the righteousness of their cause. This effective strategy restored regional
pride, and speakers even introduced a degree of optimism with their proclamations that either in
the present or the future the Confederate cause would achieve vindication. The defense of past
actions in belief of future confirmation eased the South's reincorporation into the Union because
the concept of vindication permitted continued respect for historic secessionist aspirations while
accepting and even approving national reconciliation in the present. For, despite the war's tragic

ending, fate or God still approved of Confederate principles (however the individual defined these)

¥'References to celebrating Decoration Days on different dates are scattered throughout chapter
reports in MS Division UDC Minutes.
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and eventually the rest of the nation would confirm their judgment. The ritual of honoring the dead
thus served to also convey honor upon the region and made national reunion palatable.*

Yet, despite elements of reconciliation revealed in oratories on these occasions and the
Columbus gesture of decorating the graves of both the Blue and the Gray, the two former
opponents retained their separate memorial holidays even as their dead remained consigned to
separate burial grounds. As the federal government proceeded to identify graves, disinter
corpses, and rebury the remains in its national cemetery system, a similar exercise of creating or
at least tending Confederate cemeteries and plots occurred, but only under the auspices of
organizations acting at the local level. Consequently, the reinterment of Union bodies with its
federal funding and backing proved much more comprehensive than the sporadic efforts
conducted by isolated civic groups in the former Confederacy. Created throughout the South in
the years after Lee's surrender, these organizations dedicated to the Confederate dead went by
the generic label "Ladies Memorial Associations,” although men occasionally became members

as well.®® Just as with Decoration Day, the spontaneous and independent establishment of these

3Foster, Ghosts, pp. 41-43; Wilson, Baptized in Blood, p. 28. For scholarship on the oratory of
the Lost Cause that covers a broader time span, see Howard Dorgan, "Southern Apologetic
Themes as Expressed in Selected Ceremonial Speaking of Confederate Veterans, 1889-1900"
(Ph.D. dissertation, Louisiana State University and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1971);
Idem, "The Doctrine of Victorious Defeat in the Rhetoric of Confederate Veterans,” Southemn
Speech Communication Journal 38 (Winter 1972): 119-30; Idem, "Rhetoric of the United
Confederate Veterans: A Lost Cause Mythology in the Making,” in Oratory in the New South, ed.
Waldo W. Braden (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979), pp. 143-73; Walter
Stuart Towns, "Ceremonial Speaking and the Reinforcing of American Nationalism in the South,
1875-1890" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Florida, 1972); Idem, "Ceremonial Orators and
National Reconciliation," in Oratory in the New South, ed. Waldo W. Braden (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1979), pp. 117-42; Waldo W. Braden, "Repining Over an
Irrevocable Past: The Ceremonial Orator in a Defeated Society, 1865-1900," in Oratory in the New
South, ed. Waldo W. Braden (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1979), pp. 8-37,
Waldo W. Braden and Harold Mixon, "Epideictic Speaking in the Post-Civil War South and the
Southern Experience," Southern Communication Journal 54 (Fall 1988): 40-57; Rebecca Florine
Drake, "A Comparative Analysis of Lost Cause Themes in Civil War Letters and Post-War
Orations” (M.A. thesis, University of Georgia, 1980); Mary M. O'Donnell, "The Higher Kind of
Oratory: Jefferson Davis and the Oratory of the Lost Cause,” in Threads of Tradition and Culture
Along the Gulf Coast, ed. Ronald V. Evans (Pensacola, FL: Gulf Coast History and Humanities
Conference, 1986).

3For information on Ladies Memorial Associations, see Confederated Southern Memorial

Association, History of the Confederated Memorial Associations of the South (New Orleans:
Graham Press, 1904); Foster, Ghosts, pp. 38-40; Whites, "Stand by Your Man,™ pp. 133-49; H.
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early associations demonstrated the common impulse among white southerners to honor and
mourn their loss.

At least eight such memorial organizations existed in Mississippi during Reconstruction,
and of the three which formed in 1866, one was the Vicksburg Confederate Cemetery
Association.* The initiative for the Vicksburg association clearly lay with a group of women who
wanted to relocate the Confederate dead from their city's battlefields to a more suitable location.
Calling a meeting at the Warren County Courthouse for May fifteenth, the ladies formally
organized themselves and a month later appointed a secondary executive committee comprised
of twelve men to assist in this massive undertaking. In their attempt to identify battlefield burial

sites, the women received additional aid from the local U.S. Army Quartermaster who recorded

E. Gulley, "Women and the Lost Cause: Preserving a Confederate Identity in the American Deep
South,” Journal of Historical Geography 19, no. 2 (1993): 125-41; Lee Ann Whites, The Civil War
as a Crisis in Gender: Augusta, Georgia 1860-1890 (Athens: University of Georgia Press, 1995),
pp. 160-98.

*The other seven memorial associations in existence between 1866 and 1876 include: the
Baldwyn Confederate Memorial Association [MS Division UDC Minutes (1903), p. 43; "Memorial
Day had beginning at Baldwyn on December 1, 1867," 1998 Brice's Crossroads Edition (Baldwyn,
MS: Baldwyn News, 1998), p. 32]; the Amite County Monument and Historical Association in
Liberty ['Confederate Monument Named Landmark," Liberty Southern_Herald, 5 January 1989j;
the Ladies Memorial Association in Aberdeen ['Robert E. Lee Chapter No. 116 United Daughters
of the Confederacy," Aberdeen Examiner, 15 September 1929; Bon Accord, The Bon Accord
Commerating the 125th Anniversary of At Anniversary of Aberdeen, Mississippi 1837-1962 (N.p.: Aimond Printing
Co., 1962)}; the Ladies of Columbus Memorial Association [Lipscomb, History of Columbus, pp.
131-33]; the Memorial Association in Holly Springs [Mrs. B. A. C. Emerson, Historic Southem
Monuments: Representative Memorials of the Heroic Dead of the Southern Confederacy (New
York: Neale Publishing Company, 1911), p. 188]; the Memorial Society in Hernando [MS Division
UDC Minutes (1901), p. 28]; and the Ladies of Crystal Springs Mississippi (inscription on
Confederate monument in the city's cemetery). Right after the war, the Ladies' Organization for
Veterans' Relief in Como loaned money to a one-legged veteran to open a saloon. Panola County
Genealogical and Historical Society, History of Panola County, Mississippi (Dallas, TX: Curtis
Media, 1987), p. 12. In 1871, the survivors of the Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment Volunteer
Infantry sent out circulars and met several times in an effort to erect a monument to their dead.
"Meeting of the 18th Mississippi Regiment," Jackson Weekly Clarion, 17 February 1871, p. 2;
"Address to the Survivors of the Eighteenth Mississippi Regiment, Volunteer Infantry,” Jackson
Weekly Clarion, 11 May 1871, p. 1; "Reunion of the 18th Mississippi Regiment," Jackson Weekly
Clarion, 1 June 1871, p. 2. Other memorial associations in Mississippi that came into existence
after Reconstruction include the Harvey Scouts Memorial Association of Canton in 1886; the
Beauvoir Memorial Association of Greenwood in 1889; the Confederate Memorial Association of
Natchez and Adams County sometime prior to 1890; a memorial association in Oxford in 1892;
the Ladies Memorial Association of Aberdeen reorganized in 1896 [Bertie Shaw Rollins, A Brief
History of Aberdeen & Monroe County, Mississippi 1821-1900 (N.p., 1957), p. 120]; the Jefferson
Davis Memorial Association of Biloxi in 1903; and a Ladies Memorial Association in Woodville
sometime prior to 1904.
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the whereabouts of over three thousand Confederate burials while pursuing his own assignment
of gathering the Union dead. One Vicksburg couple donated the grounds within Cedar Hill
Cemetery that became known as "Soldiers' Rest" while the organization accrued further funds for
the reinterment project by hosting various benefits, collecting dues, and securing an appropriation
from the state legislature. In the end, the Vicksburg Confederate Cemetery Association relocated
approximately five thousand remains to their cemetery, and the women capped their venture by
erecting a monument to the dead on the grounds in 1893.%

Not all memorial associations, however, sought to transfer Confederate corpses to
cemeteries, for the bodies of the slain often already resided in local burial grounds. Over sixty
Mississippi communities possess either a plot for the Civil War dead in one or more of their local
graveyards or a separate Confederate cemetery altogether.* As a result, memorial associations
in such towns concentrated instead on tending these preexisting graves, conducting the annual
Decoration Day ceremonies, and raising funds to secure a monument. In fact, the only
Reconstruction-era memorial association in Mississippi which made any concerted effort at
reinterment was Vicksburg, and upon the completion of this major project, the women turned their
energies to the same endeavors pursued by the state's other groups.’

Unlike Vicksburg, the Amite County Monument and Historical Association began its

existence in 1866 with the principal goal of erecting a monument in Liberty to the Confederate

3"Confederate Cemetery, Vicksburg," Confederate Veteran (April 1895): 100-102; Charles Riles,
Through Open Gates: History Symbolism, and Legends of Vicksburg's Cedar Hill Cemetery
(Jackson, MS: Hederman Brothers, 1989), pp. 9 & 63-64; Confederated Southern Memorial,
History, pp. 207-12; Emerson, Historic Southern Monument, pp. 204-5.

¥*See appendix 1 for a list of Confederate burials, plots, and cemeteries in Mississippi.

At some point prior to 1897, the citizens of Plantersville reinterred local Confederate dead in
Union Cemetery. Confederate Veteran (August 1897): 435. Sometime prior to 1904, Prentiss
County disinterred all Confederates buried within its borders and placed them in new coffins at a
cemetery in Booneville. R. W. Jones, "Confederate Cemeteries and Monuments in Mississippi,”
Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society 8 (1904): 104. Not for altruistic reasons but
because of pressures from municipal expansion, Meridian removed three hundred Confederates
buried in a city cemetery to a mound in Rose Hill Cemetery around 1885. Jones, "Confederate
Cemeteries," p. 99; "Confederate Dead," Subject File: "Confederate Cemeteries and Markers,"
MDAH.
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dead. By November of their first year, the group had laid the cornerstone, but several more years
would pass before they managed to raise the $3,300 required to purchase the memorial erected
in 1871 on property next to the Presbyterian Church. The design of the monument consists of a
graduated base supporting a marble shaft topped by a Grecian urn. For Victorian society, the
classical vessel held definite funereal connotations, a suggestion further emphasized by the
carved wreath carrying the message "Rest in Peace." The monument bears the names of 279
men from the county who died during the conflict, and its dedication reads "Sacred to the Memory

of the Soldiers from Amite County Who Lost Their Lives in the Confederate Army."# In the midst

3¥Roy Thompson, "The First Confederate Monument in the South,” Daily Herald, 30 March 1959,
Vertical File: "Mississippi--Historical Landmarks," Gulfport Public Library; "Confederate Monument
Named Landmark," Liberty Southern Herald, 5 January 1989, Subject File: "Confederate
Monuments 2," MDAH; "The First Confederate Monument," Confederate Veteran (March 1911):
108; "Early Tribute to Confederate Dead at Liberty, Miss.," Confederate Veteran (May 1911): 220;
Carl Mclintire, "First Confederate Monument Stands at Liberty,” Jackson Clarion Ledger, 1 May
1983, p. 15G. Actually, the unveiling of the first complete Confederate monument in the South
probably occurred in Cheraw, South Carolina in June of 1867 followed by Romney, West Virginia
in September. "The First Confederate Monument,” Confederate Veteran. In Tennessee, Union
City erected a memorial in October of 1869. Rebel C. Forrester, "First Monument to Unknown
Confederate Dead," West Tennessee Historical Society Papers 33 (October 1979):. 103-107.
Even Liberty's more recent claim to having erected the first such memorial in Mississippi remains
in doubt, as Holly Springs unveiled its first monument in either 1870 or 1871 according to the
recollection of one of those involved in Emerson, "Historic Southern Monument,” p. 188. Sources
do not specify the gender composition of the Amite County Monument and Historical Association's
membership. In 1930, the state legislature would authorize Amite County's board of supervisors
to spend $500 inscribing the names of all the county's Confederate veterans on the Liberty
monument. Laws of Mississippi (1930), p. 93. For analysis of municipal Confederate monuments
throughout the South, see John J. Winberry, "Symbols in the Landscape: The Confederate
Memorial," Pioneer American Society Transactions 5 (1982). 9-15; Idem, "Lest We Forget': The
Confederate Monument and the Southern Townscape,” Southern Geographer 23 (November
1983): 107-21; Stephen Davis, "Empty Eyes, Marble Hand: The Confederate Monument and the
South," Journal of Popular Culture 16 (Winter 1982): 2-21; Foster, Ghosts of the Confederacy; J.
P. Radford, "Identity and Tradition in the Post-Civil War South,"” Journal of Historical Geography
18 (1992): 91-103; H. E. Gulley, "Women and the Lost Cause"; Savage, Standing Soldiers. A few
state studies of local Confederate monuments also existt W. Stuart Towns, "Honoring the
Confederacy in Northwest Florida: The Confederate Monument Ritual," Florida Historical
Quarterly 57 (October 1978): 205-12; A. V. Huff, Jr., "The Democratization of Art: Memorializing
the Confederate Dead in South Carolina, 1866-1914," in Art in the Lives of South Carolinians, ed.
David Moltke-Hansen (Charleston: Carolina Art Association, 1979); Susan Cocke Soderberg,
Lest We Forget: A Guide to Civil War Monuments in Maryland (Shippenburg, PA: White Mane
Publishing Co., 1995); Idem, "Maryland's Civil War Monuments," Historian 58 (Spring 1996): 531-
37; Catherine W. Bishir, "Landmarks of Power: Building a Southern Past in Raleigh and
Wilmington, North Carolina, 1885-1915," in Where These Memories Grow: History, Memory, and
Southern_Identity, ed. W. Fitzhugh Brundage (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
2000), pp. 139-68. Finally, a number of articles discuss Confederate monuments in specific cities,
or even isolated memorials, see for example: E. Merton Coulter, "The Confederate Monument in
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of Reconstruction's economic devastation, few communities managed to accumulate sufficient
funds for such monuments. The only other Mississippi towns to accomplish this feat were Holly
Springs in 1870 or 1871, Hernando in 1872, Columbus in 1874, and Crystal Springs in 1876. All
these communities erected their memorials in local cemeteries and dedicated them very simply to
the Confederate dead. Aside from Crystal Springs which surmounted a small marble shaft with a
wooden gazebo, the designs consisted of stone obelisks.”® Like Liberty's urn, an obelisk was
another familiar Victorian device in graveyard statuary, and its Egyptian form symbolized eternity
with its simulation of a sun's ray striking the earth.

With few exceptions, the site, shape, and inscription of these monuments suggest that the
predominant purpose of their creation was to express the community's need to mourn and
memorialize the dead. Indeed, almost all of the seventeen memorials erected by Mississippi
communities during the nineteenth century appear to share this objective.* The fashion for
obelisks and other funereal forms lasted for decades after Reconstruction, and what many today
might consider the "typical" Confederate monument — a solitary soldier standing atop a shaft - did
not appear within the state until 1890 and even then only three more such designs surfaced

before the century turned.” Furthermore, none of the pre-1900 memorials included references to

Athens, Georgia,” Georgia Historical Quarterly 40 (September 1956): 253-75; Frederick C.
Moffatt, "A Tale of Two Monuments: Civil War Sculpture in Knoxville," East Tennessee Historical
Society's Publications 50 (1978): 3-20; Carden C. McGehee, Jr., "The Planning, Sculpture, and
Architecture of Monument Avenue, Richmond, Virginia" (M.A. thesis, University of Virginia, 1980);
Susan C. Soderberg, "The Confederate Monument and Its Symbolism," The Montgomery County
Story 36 (August 1993). 261-71; Louise Gurkin Adamson, "Cast Memories: Richmond's
Confederate Soldier's and Sailors' Monument," 44 Virginia Cavalcade (Summer 1994). 14-27;
Richard L. Thompson, "Captain John Newton Ballard, A Dyed-In-The-Wool Confederate:
Commemorating the Centennial of the Fairfax Confederate Monument 1888-1988," Yearbook:
The Historical Society of Fairfax County, Virginia 21 (1986-88). 85-102; Lawrence J. Nelson,
"Memorializing the Lost Cause in Florence, Alabama, 1866-1903," Alabama Review 41 (July
1988): 179-92; Ann Hunter McLean, "Unveiling the Lost Cause: A Study of Monuments to the Civil
War Memory in Richmond, Virginia and Vicinity" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Virginia, 1998).
¥t is possible, however, that the Crystal Springs shaft predates the architectural element, which
the town might have added in later years in an attempt to increase the scope and grandeur of their
local memorial. For citations on each monument, see appendix 2.

“See appendix 2. This number may rise, as as the erection dates of several cemetery memorials
have not yet been determined.

“IThese solitary sentinels arose in Natchez (1890), Vicksburg (1893), Columbus (1894), and
Corinth (1896). Holly Springs erected a second monument in its cemetery in 1890 which consists
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the veterans who survived the conflict in their dedications, and only Corinth, Liberty, and Natchez
chose to place their monuments in public spaces outside the confines of a cemetery.*? Rare, too,
were inscriptions more elaborate than "Our Confederate Dead,” and those that expanded upon
this plain yet telling phrase tended to praise the deceased for either making a sacrifice, performing
their patriotic duty, or acting bravely.”

In addition to these local monuments, three more nineteenth-century memorials in the
state exemplify this concentration on mourning the war's military casualties: two are stained glass
windows and the third is the state's monument to the Confederate dead located on the grounds of
the Old Capitol in Jackson.* Installed in 1880, the first stained glass memorial inhabits the west
wall of the Church of the Holy Trinity in Vicksburg. Consisting of five separate parts, the round
window on top bears the dedication: "To the dead who fell in battie at Vicksburg in the years 1862
and 1863." The four panels below depict various Christian and martial symbols, including the
banners of the Confederacy and the United States as well as a dove bearing an olive branch. The
impetus for this memorial recognizing the casualties of both sides came from the church's rector,
Rev. William Wilberforce Lord. Although born in New York and educated at Princeton, Lord had
lived through the city's siege while serving as rector of Christ Church. In order to fund his idea, he

toured the North giving a series of lectures in addition to accepting donations from his parish and

of two soldiers with heads bowed standing with their backs to a shaft. Aside from shafts and
obelisks, the only other funereal form which appeared in Mississippi during this period was
Canton's 1881 monument in the shape of a broken column, another Victorian convention, which
symbolized a young life cut short by death. See appendix 2.

“2Even then, Liberty's memorial graced the "sacred grounds” of the church. The trend of most
Mississippi communities to continue placing their Confederate monuments in cemeteries long
after 1876 weakens the suggestion made by Stephen Davis that during Reconstruction, memorial
associations chose cemeteries because they "evidently feared the consequences of displaying
public shrines to the Confederacy." His related comment that most post-Reconstruction
monuments appeared in public spaces obviously does not apply to Mississippi either, where
communities placed approximately 86% of all monuments erected after 1876 and prior to 1900 in
cemeteries [p. 4]. See appendix 2.

“Natchez, in keeping with its location and design, also proved novel in its lengthy, poetic
inscription. See appendix 2.

“In addition, the 1884 Legislature passed a joint resolution permitting comrades or friends to
place marble tablets bearing the names of slain Confederate soldiers on the inner walls of the
capitol building. Laws of Mississippi (1884), pp. 113-14.
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other Vicksburg citizens.** The resulting memorial for both the Union and the Confederate dead
was a rare gesture in the South, and likely would never have occurred without the driving force of
a man with Lord's background.

The second stained glass window commemorating the dead is located on the campus of
the University of Mississippi. The idea for a memorial to those students who had left the
classrooms at Oxford and had died on the battlefield originated soon after the war, but money
collected for that purpose had disappeared in a bank failure. During the 1870s, however, a group
of girls at a local female academy started the Delta Gamma sorority and decided to take up this
commemorative enterprise. Assisted by donations from the university's Class of 1877 and the
Alumni Association, funds grew sufficiently large enough by 1890 to install a $500 Tiffany window
on the stair landing of the newly constructed campus library. In the right hand panel, a
Confederate formation drills before a civilian audience in front of the campus observatory, while
the middle section portrays the two opposing forces fighting with sabers. Correspondence
between a university official and a glass company suggests that the left hand panel of a man
mounted on horseback leading foot soldiers away represents Lee's surrender at Appomattox.
The main inscription reads: "In honor of those who, with ardent valor and patriotic devotion in the
Civil War, sacrificed their lives in defense of principles inherited from their fathers and

strengthened by the teachings of their Aima Mater, this memorial is lovingly dedicated."*

“Timothy Dale Ables and Barbara Ann Peterson Marascalo, The Memorial Windows of Church of
the Holy Trinity (Vicksburg, MS: Church of the Holy Trinity, Episcopal, n.d.), pp. 48-49; The First
Hundred Years, 1869-1969, The Church of the Holy Trinity Episcopal, Vicksburg, Mississippi
(N.p., 1970), pp. 9 & 22.

“Jones, "Confederate Cemeteries,” p. 97; Mrs. T. O. Gilbert, "Love's Silent Tribute," Vertical File:
"Mississippi University—-Buildings & Grounds—-Deita Gamma Window," Archives and Special
Collections, University of Mississippi (hereafter UM); Mrs. T. O. Gilbert, "The Memorial Window to
'The University Grays' Oxford, Mississippi,"” UMSMMSS/University Greys, UM), Edward Colegate,
New York, NY, to John Wesley Johnson, University of Mississippi, 12 April 1889, Robert Burwell
Fulton University of Mississippi Chancellors Collection, Box 9, Folder 9, UM; Mississippi University
Magazine 2 (May 1877): 184-85 & 189; "An Appeal in Behalf of the Univesity Grays," Mississippi
University Magazine 3 (December 1877): 52-53; Mississippi University Magazine 3 (June 1878):
255; Michael Alan Upton, "Keeping the Faith with the University Greys: Ole Miss as lieu de
memoire" (M.A. thesis, University of Mississippi, 2002), pp. 37-41.
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The campaign to erect a statewide monument "To the Confederate Dead of Mississippi"
began in the spring of 1886, also as a project undertaken by a group of women. After launching
the fundraising campaign in Jackson with a musical concert, nine of the city's leading ladies met in
the Senate Chamber of the Capitol in June of 1886 to formally organize the Confederate
Monument Association of Mississippi, which became legally incorporated in March of 1887 with
sixty-four women as charter members.*” Although in hindsight the decision to erect the monument
in Jackson seems inevitable, the locale was actually the topic of some discussion. The
battlefields of Vicksburg, Brice's Cross Roads, and Corinth all received mention as possible sites
due to the roles they played in the conflict. In the end, however, the capital city emerged
successful. After all, Jackson, too, had seen the face of war in four separate occupations and
associated battles and skirmishes. Perhaps more significant, however, was its role as the seat of
the state government and thus the most likely location to host large numbers of visitors from
within and without the state.

In 1888, the House narrowly defeated a Senate bill to appropriate two thousand dollars of
public monies for the memorial, but a joint resolution stil managed to pass both chambers
authorizing the construction of the memorial on the grounds of the Capitol.* Despite modest
funds, the women scheduled a cornerstone laying ceremony for June 3, 1888. On that morning,
Winnie Davis, the youngest daughter of Jefferson Davis, hosted a reception inside the State
Library attended by "all ages and ali classes."® Just before noon, a procession of Masons, bands,

militia companies, notables, and veterans departed the Masonic Lodge for the Capitol grounds

“™In Honor of the Dead: Mississippi's Memorial to Her Fallen Heroes," 4 June 1891, Subject File:
"Confederate Monuments,” MDAH. Some of the same information on the history of the state
monument that follows also appears in Biographical and Historical Memoirs of Mississippi Vol. 2
(Chicago: Goodspeed Publishing Company, 1891), p. 181-85.

“For evidence of a discussion over location, see "History of the Confederate Memorial
Association," manuscript, J. L. Power and Family Papers, Box 9, Folder 164, MDAH;
"Confederate Monument,” manuscript, Sharkey Papers, MDAH; "Historical Facts as to the
Building of the Confederate Monument," manuscript, Sharkey Papers, MDAH.

“Mississippi House Journal (1888), pp. 163 & 167; Laws of Mississippi (1888), p. 114.
sConfederate Monument: The Comnerstone Laid by the Masonic Grand Lodge," Jackson Clarion,
31 May 1888, Subject File: "Confederate Monuments,” MDAH.
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where an invocation, the reading of a letter by Jefferson Davis, and various musical and poetry
selections preceded the prescribed cornerstone rituals of the Masonic fraternal order. After an
oration, the program ended, although exhibition drills conducted by the military companies
entertained audiences that evening.™!

Following that event, donations from individuals and Confederate organizations as well as
from the proceeds of various events held in Jackson and across the state increased the treasury
of the Memorial Association, but by far the largest contribution came from a ten thousand dollar
grant made by the state in 1890.2 This legislative largesse guaranteed that the monument's
eventual scale and grandeur surpassed earlier plans and also insured that the project achieved
completion by 1891. Newspaper accounts of the June sixth unveiling estimated that anywhere
from fifteen to twenty-five thousand people attended. After a morning reception for veterans, a
lengthy procession departed City Hall containing ten companies of the Mississippi National Guard,
a float bearing fifteen young ladies representing the Confederacy and its member states, another
float carrying the Memorial Association's officers, a marching collection of distinguished visitors
from outside the state, various veterans camps and Sons of Confederate Veterans posts, thirteen
brass bands, and twenty-one Mississippi militia companies as well as ten militia companies from
other southern states. While making their way to the Capitol, the various divisions carried the
Stars and Stripes side-by-side with tattered Confederate battle flags and marched to renditions of
"The Star Spangled Banner," "Yankee Doodle," and "Dixie."*

Slibid; "The Deposit in the Foundation Stone of Confederate Monument,” manuscript, Luther
Manship & Family Papers, Box 1, Foider 9, MDAH.

2Laws of Mississippi (1890), p. 105. According to a newspaper account of the monument's
history, this bill passed despite "violent opposition” by some in the House. Presumably this
resistance arose from fiduciary considerations, because the paper asserted that no one who
reacted negatively did so because of "the want of a proper Confederate feeling or an appreciation
of the cause.” "In Honor of the Dead.”" According to another source, a black representative from
Greenville made the most persuasive address in favor of the appropriation. Having served the
Confederacy alongside his master at the battles of Seven Pines and Richmond, he stated that the
dead deserved to have "their valor and their virtues” remembered with a monument. "He Made
the Speech,” manuscript, Power and Family Papers, Folder #160, MDAH. See chapter 2 for
further discussion of black Confederates.

" The Work of Women," Jackson Clarion, 4 June 1891, pp. 1, 5, & 8.
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The ceremony began with an invocation, after which Margaret Davis Hayes and her son
Jefferson Hayes Davis, the daughter and grandson of Jefferson Davis, formally unveiled the
memorial, an act accompanied by the cheers of veterans and the boom of cannons.* When the
program's main speaker Senator E. C. Walthall rose to give his address, he noted that although a
"generation has well nigh come and gone since this open tribute was due,” he believed that its
presence now was "proof that we act upon no transient impulse, but a strong and stable sentiment
which has endured and will endure." Describing the dead as possessing pure motives and acting
honorably, Walthall then spent considerable time supporting this contention by outlining the true
causes of the sectional conflict — not slavery, but federal perversion of the nation's beloved
constitution had inspired southerners to secede. Thus, the military contest that ensued occurred
because the South refused to retreat from its cherished convictions of what constituted the correct
form of government. After a brief comment on the folly of equating "New South" progress with
"Old South" virtues, Walthall contended that aithough Confederate defeat resulted from the
North's overwhelming numbers and might,

The battle fields, which are the burying ground of our "unreturning dead,” attest

the resolution of the weaker side, and the eighty-two beautiful national

cemeteries, where more than three hundred thousand Union soldiers are interred,

illustrate the fierceness of the fiery struggle.
The Senator then proceeded to blame the South's postbellum bitterness, not upon the conflict's
conclusion but on the horrors of Reconstruction when the war's survivors "lived to encounter much
that was worse than an honorable death.” Yet, inspired by the example of the Confederates who
had died defending their principles, southerners persevered until the harrowing experience had
ended. In fact, Walthall claimed that the current generation needed that same honorable

commitment to duty in order to "maintain the status of our race while we keep up our patient

*ibid. Davis's only son had died during the war. In order to perpetuate the Davis sumame among
his descendants, the Mississippi legislature enacted a law in 1890 changing the name of
Jefferson Davis's grandson from Jefferson Addison Hayes to Jefferson Hayes Davis. Laws of
Mississippi (1890), p. 620; R. M. Price, ed., Skipwith Shares; 20 Years of the Lafayette County
Heritage News (Oxford, MS: Skipwith Historical & Genealogical Society, 2001), pp. 238-39.
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struggle with that overshadowing problem which the war left us to solve.” Soon after that brief
allusion to the South's black population, Walthall concluded by urging "the living to emulate the
virtues of the dead, and keep alive . . . the sentiments and qualities which made our martyrs' lives
sublime, and make their memories our inheritance and an inspiration for all who come after
them."

The program continued with the vice-president of the Memorial Association reciting a
poem she had written entitled "Sentinel Songs," which promised the dead that the ballads of poets
would guard their graves and trumpet the righteousness of their cause for ages yet to come.
Then former-governor Robert Lowrey stepped forward to speak on the life and character of
Jefferson Davis who had died a year after the cornerstone-laying ceremony. Lowrey praised the
president of the Confederacy for his peerless patriotism and his embodiment of statesmanship.
At the conclusion of these remarks, Lowrey lifted Jefferson Hayes Davis in his arm and
proclaimed him "the grandson of the greatest man that ever lived." A newspaper account the next
day described the crowd's reaction to this announcement as "electrical." The ceremonies finally
closed with a benediction asking God's blessings on the Davis family, the veterans of the
Confederacy, and their sons and daughters.*

The structure unveiled that day in 1891 reaches a height just over sixty feet and consists
of a solitary soldier standing at rest atop a tall shaft rising from a base containing a small
chamber. The designer created this vault to hold a life-sized marble likeness of Jefferson Davis.
Three conflicting accounts have survived concerning the relative placements of these two statues.
One source reports that some members of the association wanted to place the figure of Davis on

top but that the former president himself suggested instead that a representation of an

5"In Honor of the Dead." An almost identical statement concerning the national cemeteries and
Confederate burials as illustrators of the "fearfulness of the struggle" appears in Biographical and

Historical Memoirs of Mississippi, p. 45 .
56"in Honor of the Dead," p. 6.
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anonymous private truly deserved that preeminent position.”” Another version asserts that from
the very beginning, the women had planned to place a common soldier on the pinnacle, and a
third personal account states that the 1890 legislative appropriation required the posthumous
statuary addition of the state's favorite son, which caused an alteration in the design to include the
vault in the base.*

The only inscription on the outside monument of the monument is the twice-repeated
phrase "To the Confederate Dead of Mississippi." The walls of the octagonal chamber within the
vault, however, carry further notations. Two sides provide the expected recitation of the Memorial
Association's history and a listing of its officers, while a third contains the aforementioned
statement on the origin of Decoration Day. The other four messages offer poetic musings on the
dead, musings that uphold the honor and bravery of these martyrs whose principles history shall
vindicate. One of these engravings, for example, promises:

God and our consciences alone
Give us measures of right and wrong,
The race may fall unto the swift
And the battle to the strong;
But truth will shine in history
And blossom into song.”
The monument's dedication exclusively to the dead, and even the unique placement of a statue of

the recently deceased Davis in the crypt-like structure of the vault, seem to share the same

funereal focus as the state's other nineteenth-century memorials. And yet, the state's monument

S’Edgar Wilson, "Confederate Soldier's Monument,” manuscript, Subject File: "Confederate
Monument," MDAH. At the urging of association members and the state auditor, however, the
sculptor modeled the body of the "anonymous” private after the current secretary of state, George
M. Govan, and the face after the governor, John M. Stone. ibid.

$"Historical Facts,” manuscript, Sharkey Papers, MDAH; "Confederate Monument," manuscript,
Sharkey Papers, MDAH. In June of 1922, the legislature responded to a plea from the UCV by
appropriating $2,500 to repair and remove the statue of Jefferson Davis into the rotunda of the
Old Capitol after vandals breached the crypt at the base of the monument and mutilated the
likeness of the former president by snapping one of his fingers. MS Division UDC Minutes (1923),
p. 104; Laws of Mississippi (1922), p. 37.

"The Honor of the Dead.”
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also anticipates several features characteristic of the second Confederate memorial phase:
placement in a public space, the statue of the sentinel atop a shaft, and allusions to future
vindication in the inscriptions. Just as Walthall's oration at the unveiling used the dead as a
rhetorical device to justify the Confederate cause and its relevance to present and future
generations, many Mississippi communities would append the same message to the monuments
they erected in the early decades of the twentieth century. Appreciating the forces behind this
commemorative transformation, however, requires an understanding of the activities pursued by
Confederates who survived the war —- the veterans and their descendants.

In the spring of 1865, the advent of peace and the demise of the Confederacy
transformed soldiers and sailors into civilians. Most returned home seeking to reestablish the
lives they had led before combat had become their occupation. For about 150,000 in the federal
ranks, this trip included a detour to Washington, D.C. and participation in a triumphal two-day
procession called the Grand Review. Marching past the president and enthusiastic crowds on the
streets of the capital, the Union's saviors received a true heroes' weicome. For northern forces,
the demobilization process proved orderly, and the transition from military to civilian status
proceeded with relative ease, as the veterans received assurances that they had served their
nation well.® Confederate forces, on the other hand, typically waited for no formal dismissal
ceremony, but simply walked away from their posts upon word of their commander's surrender.
After all, what legitimate authority remained which could officially release the troops from service
and provide them with decommissioning papers? Certainly the Confederate soldiers had no need
to delay their exit from the field of battle for a victory parade before their leaders. For many white
southerners, civilians as well as the new veterans, this end of their dream to form a separate
nation caused a demoralizing disorientation that often lasted for several months. Added to this

trauma was the economic devastation and often physical destruction that racked the region. For

$%Stuart McConnell, Glorious Contentment: The Grand Army of the Republic, 1865-1900 (Chapel
Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1992), chapter 1.
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some former Confederates, the only conceivable option was emigration either abroad, out West,
or even up North. A few took the more drastic escape that suicide offered. Most, however,
decided to remain in the South, rebuild their society, and accept the inescapable reunification of
the two sections.®!

In the meantime, Mississippi reorganized its government under Andrew Johnson's lenient
plan of Presidential Reconstruction, which permitted white southerners to resume control of state
machinery. By late 1865, these southern officials had begun taking steps to ensure preservation
of the state's Confederate history and to meet the needs of those who had survived the war. In
fact, as early as August of 1864 while the war still raged, the legislature had appointed a
Superintendent of Army Records whose primary duty was to collect the names of all
Mississippians mustered into Confederate or state military service as well as a record of when and
where the dead had fallen.? In August of 1865, despite the war's conclusion, the new government
specifically acted to revive this 1864 provision and even authorized the Superintendent's use of a
room in the Capitol while he performed his duties.®® In an 1866 letter to De_Bow's Review,
Governor Benjamin G. Humphreys proposed to expand upon these efforts even further.
Complaining that only "one side of the story has been written” and that the "world's verdict is
rendered against the South and her people,” he suggested that states across the region should
establish historical societies. In this manner,

durable records in the form of maps, charts, and diagrams of the movements of

both armies - minute details of battles, skirmishes, robberies, conflagrations, and
vandalism — together with the heroic part acted by our brave people will be

*'Foster, Ghosts, chapter 1.

2. aws of Mississippi (1864), pp. 14-16. Section 3 of the law also required the Superintendent to
obtain the "final statements of deceased soldiers . . . and forward the same to the party thereto
entitled . . ." The 1865 law later repealed this section. For brief narratives concerning this 1864
work, see "Mississippi in the Confederacy: Col. J. L. Powers and His Work," Confederate Veteran
(December 1896): 435; Dunbar Rowland, Second Annual Report of the Director of the

Department of Archives and History of the State of Mississippi from October 1, 1902, to October
1, 1903 (Nashville, TN: Press of Brandon Printing Company, 1904), pp. 20-21.

3L aws of Mississippi (1864), pp. 159-160, & 255.
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transmitted to posterity, to whom we appeal for the vindication of the truth of

history and the rectitude of our cause.*

Radical Reconstruction intervened, however, and Humphreys' suggested state historical society
would not come to pass until 1890.

While white southerners still retained control of the government in the ten months after
Appomattox, the legislature also concentrated on the more immediate concerns that emerge in
the fallout from any war. Thus, in late 1865, the legislature set aside twenty percent of the state's
revenue for the relief of disabled Confederate soldiers and the widows of the dead. This fund also
provided for the support and education of the impoverished children of deceased or disabled
soldiers.® Another law passed in December obliged the Superintendent of Army Records to
"ascertain the number of maimed State and Confederate soldiers . . . requiring artificial legs."® In
1867, the legislature appropriated thirty thousand dollars for the purchase of such devices, and
then directed the Superintendent to inquire as to the number of the state's former soldiers needing
artificial arms.”” A year earlier, the governor had signed a tax law which included a provision
exempting permanently disabled Confederate veterans from paying an income tax if their taxable

property and income did not exceed $500.%

%Benjamin G. Humphreys, "Editorial and Miscellanies," De Bow's Review 1 (June 1866): 664-65.
%Laws of Mississippi (October-December 1865), pp. 149-52. The legislature amended the
administration of this act on February 16, 1867. Laws of Mississippi (1867), pp. 217-18. The
Mississippi Baptist State Convention also acted that fall to assist the children of veterans by
establishing the Confederate Orphans' Home of Mississippi. Located in Lauderdale County, the
home operated between 1866 and 1878. Mary J. Welsh, "The Confederate Orphans' Home of
Mississippi,” Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society 8 (1904): 121-36; Laura Nan Fairley
and James T. Dawson, Paths to the Past: An Overview History of Lauderdale County, Mississippi
(Meridian, MS: Lauderdale County Department of Archives and History, 1988), pp. 69 & 154; Jim
Dawson, Bits & Pieces: Studies in Lauderdale County Lore Vol. 1 (Meridian, MS: Lauderdale
County Department of Archives and History, 1995), pp. 27-42.

%Laws of Mississippi (October-December 1865), pp. 155-56. See also, Jennifer Davis McDaid,
"With Lame Legs and No Money: Virginia's Disabled Confederate Veterans," Virginia Cavalcade
47 (Winter 1998): 14-25.

$"Laws of Mississippi (1867), pp. 226-27 & 421.

%Laws of Mississippi (1866), p. 25. One section of an 1865 tax law exempted "all Confederate
disabled soldiers, or blind persons, who were so disabled in the late war. Laws of Mississippi
(October-December 1865), p. 189.
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In addition to tending the living, that 1866 assembly also demonstrated regard for the
dead, giving the Vicksburg Confederate Cemetery Association one thousand dollars for their
reinterment project and a combined total of fifteen hundred dollars to two different Ladies
Memorial Associations in Virginia for the purposes of removing the remains of Mississippians from
battlefields in that state to nearby cemeteries.® That same legislative session passed a resolution
tendering the state's gratitude towards Col. John McGavock of Franklin, Tennessee for collecting
and marking the resting places of Mississippi dead in that locale.”

Finally, the legislature gave approval to several permanent memorials of a type that
required no diversion of funds from either the survivors or the dead — placenames. In late 1866,
the members ratified the creation of a new county named Lee in the northeastern portion of the
state.”! This deed not only honored the man who had commanded the armies of the
Confederacy, it also implanted a reference to sectionalist nationalism on the state's landscape.
Over the next fifty years, naming counties after men with Confederate associations would become
a fairly common method by which white southerners commemorated the war and its notable
participants.” In fact, at the request of a petition signed by seventy-one residents, Mississippi's
1865 legislature took the rare step of changing a preexisting county's name from Jones to Davis,
in honor of the only president of the Confederacy. Established in 1826, Jones County had been
named after Commodore John Paul Jones, the founder of the American navy. Almost thirty years

later when residents of the county sent an entreaty for a name change, the reason given was that

$Laws of Mississippi (1867), pp. 483 & 493-94. The two Virginia memorial associations were in
Oakwood and Spottsylvania.

™Laws of Mississippi (1866), p. 732; Mark Hunter Voss, "Cataclysm and Memory: The Battle of
Frankiin” (M.A. thesis, University of Mississippi, 1997), pp. 59-60

"Laws of Mississippi (1866), pp. 29-35.

Harold E. Gulley, "Southern Nationalism on the Landscape: County Names in Former
Confederate States,” Names 38, no. 3 (1990): 231-242. Gulley's appendix is neither complete nor
accurate concerning Mississippi county names, as the following passage in this chapter will
explain. Wilbur Zelinksy has written more generally on toponymy across the country. His analysis
notes that "the most intriguing problem is the poor showing of overtly nationalistic place-names in

the South." Wilbur Zenlinksy, Nation into State: the Shifting Symbolic Foundations of American
Nationalism (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1988), p. 142.
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the name Jones had become "notorious if not infamous” and elicited "reproaches and vulgar
comparisons . . . mortifying to those who occasionally travel beyond its limits."”

This disapprobation derived not from the county's link to the Commodore, who after all
was part of American heritage the South was willing to share with the North, but arose instead
from the activities of a few of the county's citizens. In the midst of the late war, a band of army
deserters and local residents in the county had organized to resist Confederate conscription. With
little to no interest in slaves or cotton production, the band had viewed the interference of the
Davis administration as a greater threat than the Yankees, and they had rallied together to
skirmish against Confederate troops and to raid their supply lines. By 1864, stories of the county's
"secession" as the "Free State of Jones" appeared in newspapers as distant as New Orleans and
New York.” The petitioners explained that they hoped the name change would commence a new
era in the county’s history and "that its past history and name may be obliterated and buried so
deep that the hand of time may never resurrect it."” For perhaps no better reason than to

reinforce the extent of their patriotic zeal, the appeal also included a request to alter the name of

Mississippi Senate Journal (1865), pp. 264-65.

"For information on the "Free State of Jones," see Thomas Jefferson Knight, The Life and
Activities of Captain Newton Knight and His Company, and the Free State of Jones County
(Laurel, MS: n.p., 1935); Ethel Knight, The Echo of the Black Horn: An Authentic Tale of the "The
Governor’_and "The Free State of Jones" (Soso, MS: n.p., 1951); Mary H. Kitchens, A_Mini-
Confederacy: The Free State of Jones, 1862-186-, A Source Book (Ellisville, MS: Progress-item,
¢.1971); Ovid Vickers, "Newt Knight and the Free State of Jones: Fact, Fiction and Foiklore,"
Mississippi Folklore Register 14 (Fall 1980): 75-81; Rudy H. Leverett, Legend of the Free State of
Jones (Jackson, MS: University Press of Mississippi, 1984); Gene Wiggins, "Uncle Newt: My
Stepfather's Remembrance of the Man Who Created the Free State of Jones,” Mississippi
Folklore Register 19 (Fall 1985): 87-92; Victoria E. Bynum, "Misshapen Identity: Memory, Folklore,
and the Legend of Rachel Knight," in Discovering the Women in Slavery: Emancipating
Perspectives on the American Past, ed. Patricia Morton (Athens: University of Georgia Press,
1996); ldem, The Free State of Jones: Mississippi's Longest Civil War (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 2001).

Mississippi Senate Journal (1865), p. 264. If by chance posterity did learn of their county's past
history, the signers also asked that their petition and their names be printed in the journals of the
House and Senate so that future generations might be "disabused of any participation on our part
of any of [the county's] dark deeds . . ." (p. 264-265).
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the county seat from Ellisburg to Leesburg. Both modifications received the approval of the
legislative members.’

By March of 1867, however, the composition of the legislature had changed in more ways
than one. The northern public had grown increasingly aggravated over the South's unwillingness
to meekly accept its position on the losing side of the scorecard. Affixing Confederate names to
geopolitical entities did not cause this impatience — although the practice typified southern
intransigence. The real irritants were the Confederate names that appeared in Washington in
1866 to assume the duties of representing their states in Congress, names like Alexander H.
Stephens, the former Vice-President of the Confederacy, and many others who had held
responsible leadership positions in the administration and the military of the secessionist
government. Congress refused to seat any of the South’s elected representatives, and it grew
further dismayed when the region started enacting Black Codes in an effort to reestablish planter
control over the labor of freedmen. Viewing Johnson's policies as too lenient, Congress overrode
a presidential veto and gained control of Reconstruction in March of 1867, at which time it divided
the South into five military districts and formulated much more stringent prerequisites for
readmittance to the Union than either Lincoln or Johnson had ever proposed. In Mississippi as
elsewhere in the region, many ex-Confederates became disfranchised, and Republicans
consequently assumed control over the state and local governments. As the party of Lincoln,
Republicans received the votes of the newly enfranchised freedmen as well as those of white
northerners who had migrated to the South after the war. These so-called "carpetbaggers" were
typically Union Army veterans who saw an opportunity to make money or philanthropic types who

wanted to assist the former slaves. A number of southerners termed "scalawags" also favored

Laws of Mississippi (1865), p. 240. This action provides an exception to Philip C. Kolin's
statement that Davis counties do not arise much before 1900. "Jefferson Davis: From President
to Place-Name," Names 25 (September 1977): 163.
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the Republican Party because they liked its platform of economic development and internal
improvements or because they, too, had an eye for political spoils.”

In the midst of the state's Reconstruction Constitutional Convention of 1868, one delegate
introduced a resolution declaring null and void the law passed by the 1865 legislature which had
changed the name of Jones County to Davis "in honor of the notorious rebel leader Jefferson
Davis" and the city of Ellisburg to Leesburg "in honor of the rebel General Lee."® Obviously,
having a county named after the former Confederate president who was even then sitting in a
federal prison was just too much for the Republican-dominated body to tolerate, and the new
constitution would specifically repeal the 1866 law which made the initial substitution.” The
convention also considered changing the name of Lee County to Lincoln but the proposal never
received serious consideration.®* The North, after all, had always shown greater enmity to Davis
than Lee, whose military genius and integrity they at least respected, and of course the general
had by this point already demonstrated a willingness to focus on reconciliation and the region's
future within the Union.

Meanwhile, several other abortive attempts to leave a more unionist mark on the map of
the state occurred in the course of the convention. Arguing that many of the newly emancipated

citizens of the state were too impoverished to travel to remote "seats of county justice," the

For general histories of Mississippi during Reconstruction, see James Wilford Garner,
Reconstruction_in Mississippi (New York: Macmillan, 1901); John Roy Lynch, The Facts of
Reconstruction (New York: Neale Publishing Co., 1913); Wiliam C. Harris, Presidential
Reconstruction in Mississippi (Baton Rouge: Lou|S|ana State University Press, 1967); Milton
Melizer, Freedom Comes to Mississippi: The Story of Reconstruction (Chicago: Follett Publishing
Co., 1970); Wiliam C. Harris, The Day of the Carpetbagger: Republican Reconstruction_in
Mississippi (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1978).

%Journal of the Proceedings in the Constitutional Convention of the State of Mississippi 1868
(Jackson, MS: E. Stafford, 1871), p. 145. For case studies on naming and renaming practices,
see Maoz Azaryahu, "Street Names and Political Identity: The Case of East Berlin," Journal of
Contemporary History 21 (October 1986): 581-604; Idem, "The Power of Commemorative Street

Names," Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 14 (1996): 311-30; Priscilla Parkhurst
Ferguson, "Reading City Streets," French Review 61 (February 1988). 386-97; Kari Palonen,

"Reading Street Names Politically,” in Reading the Political: Exploring the Margins of Politics, eds.
Kari Palonen and Tuija Parvikko (Finnish Political Science Association, 1993).

Constitutional Convention of the State of Mississippi 1868, p. 741.

%ibid., p. 146.
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convention formed a Committee on County Borders to consider the creation of smaller units. The
initial report from this committee suggested the formation of four new counties — with two having
the names Columbia and Clay.? In the English lexicon, Columbia has long stood as a
pseudonym for the United States, and as the Great Compromiser, the antebellum statesman
Henry Clay had used his tremendous abilities to prevent the two sections of the country from
splitting apart. Although brought up for consideration several times, the creation of these counties
never came to fruition, and neither did similar proposals made later in the convention to create a
Sherman or Grant County.®? Thus, the only alteration to survive the convention was the simple
reversal of Davis County and its seat Leesburg.

The 1870 Reconstruction legislature, however, achieved a much greater showing in this
policy realm, creating four new counties in a single year. One, located adjacent to Lee County,
received the title "Union."* Nearby, the legislature designated another county "Alcorn" after the
current Reconstruction governor and gave to the third in the southwest portion of the state the

appellation "Lincoin.® On the Tennessee border, a fourth county became "Benton.” The

¥ibid., pp. 447-49.

%ibid., pp. 480-82, 675, 692, 698-99, & 708-9. That the names were the determinant factor
causing delegates to vote against the various proposals seems doubtful.

BlLaws of Mississippi (1870), pp. 126-129. George S. Mitchell, the son of settlers from Union
District, South Carolina, might also have suggested the name. Union County Historical
Committee, History of Union County, Mississippi 1989 (Dallas, TX: Curtis Media, 1990), p. 4.
Mississippi also possesses several communities with the word "Union" in their title but none of
them for the same reason as the county. In fact, most of their derivations appear linked to
churches. James F. Brieger, Hometown Mississippi 2nd edition (N.p.: 1980), pp. 150, 227, 239,
297, 312, 364, & 500.

$Laws of Mississippi (1870), pp. 118-21 & 129-32. Born in linois, Alcorn migrated first to
Kentucky and then settled in Mississippi in 1844. By the war's outbreak, he owned ninety-three
slaves and an estate worth a quarter of a million dollars. A Whig and anti-secessionist prior to
Fort Sumter, Alcorn nevertheless raised a company of volunteers to fight for the South, but his
regional loyalty did not prevent him from aligning himself after Appomattox with the party whose
political philosophy most agreed with his own. Thus, as a Republican, Alcorn became governor of
the state in 1869, and in 1871, a U.S. Senator. Never actually calling for racial equality, Alcorn still
eamed a reputation as a scalawag by joining the Reconstruction administration. Lillian A.
Pereyra, James Lusk Alcorn: Persistent Whig ([Baton Rouge]: Louisiana State University Press,
1966). Therefore, when Gulley lists Alcorn in his appendix on county names as a Confederate, he
was accurate but also incorrect in attributing the naming of the county for that reason. Alcorn's
military service as a Confederate during the war was unremarkable, and the Reconstruction
legislators who named a county after him in 1870, most probably honored Alcorn for his role as
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intended source of this particular toponym remains unclear. One candidate which the
Reconstruction legislature understandably would have found appealing was Thomas Hart Benton,
a prominent Missouri senator who had opposed the westward extension of slavery. Other
sources, however, indicate that the name referred instead to his nephew Colonel Samuel Benton,
a local lawyer who died a Confederate hero at the Battle of Atlanta in 1864.%° As this latter
reference seems an unlikely choice to gain the approval of the Reconstruction legislators, they
probably intended the first, although the shared surname certainly permitted white southerners to
interpret the designation in their own manner. In 1871, the legislature labeled a fifth county
"Colfax" after Grant's Vice-President® Finally, in 1874 the Republican-dominated body
considered the formation of a new county, tentatively labeled at times in debate as either Clay (for
Henry Clay), Ames (after the current Reconstruction governor and former Union general, Adelbert
Ames), or Douglass (seemingly in honor of the ex-slave and abolitionist Frederick Douglass).®’
The final decision came down in favor of Sumner, most likely a tribute to Charles Sumner, the
Radical Republican senator from Massachusetts and proponent of black civil rights who had died
that same year.® Ironically, the new Sumner County lay adjacent to Calhoun County, so

designated in 1852 to honor the southern sectionalist John C. Calhoun. Of the ten new counties

created during Reconstruction, then, six carried obvious or likely anti-Confederate associations.*

their current governor. In 1871, the state purchased Oakland College, renamed it Alcorn, and
opened its doors to freedmen.

$Laws of Mississippi (1870), pp. 115-18. Claims for the Thomas H. Benton source appear in
Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, p. 37; Henry Gannett, "The Origin of Certain Place Names in the
State of Mississippi,” Publications of the Mississippi Historical Society 6 (1902): 340.

%Laws of Mississippi (1871), pp. 800-802.

¥Mississippi Senate Journal (1874), pp. 78, 255, 230, 307, 410, 484, & 492. Not only was Ames
stigmatized by his carpetbagging status and former career as a Union general, but to the greater
horror of some white Mississippians he had also married the daughter of the notorious General
Benjamin F. Butler, the "Beast of New Orleans." Richard N. Currant, Three Carpetbag Governors
(Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University Press, 1967), p. 76.

%Laws of Mississippi (1874), pp. 220-24. For Mississippi legislative addresses memorializing
Sumner upon his death, see Mississippi House Journal (1874), pp. 402-13; Mississippi Senate
Journal (1874), pp. 322-37.

¥The four other counties created during Reconstruction were Grenada (1870), Prentiss (1870),
Leflore (1871), and Tate (1873).
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With the 1875 fall elections and the 1876 forced resignation of Governor Adelbert Ames
under the duress of impeachment, the Democrats "redeemed" the state, putting an end to
Reconstruction in Mississippi. Once in office, however, the counterrevolutionaries refrained from
altering the county names approved by their Republican predecessors, except in two instances.
The first transformation occurred to Colfax County. Presumably, the disgraceful behavior of the
vice-president in the Credit Mobilier stock scandal provided sufficient ammunition to support
modification. In 1876, therefore, the legislature changed the name to Clay, but only after voting
down one representative's suggestion of Davis.”® Still reveling in their triumphant return to power,
but perhaps anxious lest such a blatant anti-Union gesture antagonize federal authorities, the
assembly of Redeemers opted instead for a more ambiguous symbolic statement by honoring the
conciliatory statesman from the West, Henry Clay, who had died prior to secession and the
eruption of hostilities. That same year, the members designated a new county after William L.
Sharkey, an eminent lawyer who had also served as provisional governor of the state during
1865.°! An ardent Union-Whig, Sharkey nevertheless deplored Radical Reconstruction and
appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court to fight for his state's rights just prior to his death in
1873. The only other late nineteenth-century legislation dealing with county names occurred in

1882, when Sumner became Webster.”> During the 1830 South Carolina nullification crisis, New

*Constitutional Convention of the State of Mississippi 1868, p. 128; Mississippi House Journal
(1876), p. 584.

Laws of Mississippi (1876), pp. 57-62.

2Laws of Mississippi (1882), p. 148. Perhaps the sufferance with which the legislature and the
population showed Lincoln County, owed something to the growing belief of white southemers
that, if he had remained alive, President Lincoln would have prevented the greater travails of
Reconstruction. In 1925, the historian Dunbar Rowland explained this restraint towards the
county's appellation as "an indication of the Southerner's spirit of generosity and broad
mindedness . . . . When Jefferson Davis is thus interpreted in the North and West for which he
spent his youth and prime then will justice rejoice.” Dunbar Rowland, History of Mississippi: The
Heart of the South (Chicago: S. J. Clarke Publishing Co., 1925): p. 777. See also, Avery Craven,
"Southern Attitudes Toward Abraham Lincoln," in Papers in lllinois History and Transactions for
the Year (1942): 1-18.
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England Senator Daniel Webster had defended national unity against dissolution by states,

advocating "Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable."?

With this 1882 law, whether intentional or not, Mississippi how possessed three counties
in close proximity - Calhoun, Clay, and Webster -- named after the triumvirate of notable
American statesmen closely linked together by their involvement in the sectional disputes of the
early nineteenth century.*® Both Clay and Webster seem strange choices for a southern state
back under the control of Democrats and former Confederates. Neither man was a southerner,
after all, and both were strong advocates of unionism. The likeliest rationale behind these
selections was a political consideration not to offend the rest of the nation while proceeding to
replace far more detestable names. Furthermore, with careers that ended before the outbreak of
war, white southerners would deem Clay and Webster much more acceptable than the postbellum
activities and attitudes of Colfax and Sumner.

Regardless of the actual reason for this conciliatory stance in the years immediately after
Reconstruction, the Mississippi legislature would not begin to redraw the map of Mississippi again
in this manner until the early twentieth century. When this last spurt of county creations
commenced, the legislature used each and every opportunity to convey the names of Mississippi
Confederates and leading Redeemers upon the newly created geopolitical units. Legislatures
carved out Lamar County first in 1904, ceding it the name of L. Q. C. Lamar who helped to draft
the state's Ordinance of Secession in 1861, who then served in the Confederate Army before
becoming the South's diplomatic envoy to Russia and later the Confederate Judge Advocate
General, and whose post-Reconstruction resume included service as a U.S. Senator, a Secretary
of the Interior, and a U.S. Supreme Court Justice.”® On the next occasion in 1906, the legislature

assigned the name Jefferson Davis to a new county — not the surname alone but the entire name,

%Register of Debates, 21st Congress, 1st Session, 80.
“Merrill D. Peterson, The Great Triumvirate: Webster, Clay, and Calhoun (New York: Oxford

University Press, 1987), p. 178.
%Laws of Mississippi (1904), pp. 143-46.
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first and last, so there might be no mistaking the honoree.” In that same year, Forrest County
became the namesake of Brigadier General Nathan Bedford Forrest whose cavalry escapades
had so harangued the Yankees.”” The legislature paid a similar homage to E. C. Walthall in 1910
and J. Z. George in 1912.°® Both men had served as high ranking officers in the Confederate
forces and later as senators in the United States Congress. Stone County came into existence in
1916, named in honor of John Marshall Stone, a man who had fought for the Confederacy and
who had held the office of governor twice, most significantly as the first Democratic governor after
Mississippi's redemption from Reconstruction.”” Finally, in 1918, the legislature designated the
last county created in the state Humphreys, after Benjamin G. Humphreys, a member of the
Mississippi legislature since 1833, a man who had fought for the Confederacy and after the war
had served as governor until, as legend claims, forcibly removed at bayonet point from the
Governor's Mansion by Reconstruction Republicans.'® Admittedly, four of these seven men had
careers in high public offices after the Civil War. In fact, Lamar, Stone, George, and Walithall
were probably honored with county namesakes because of their leadership as Redeemers.'”! Yet
one cannot completely dismiss the common Confederate link all of these men shared. Clearly,
the popularity among state representatives for Confederate toponyms had revived and grown
strong since the 1870s.

Counties were not the only units on the map to receive Confederate names, for cities, too,

sometimes adopted the monikers of both major and minor military celebrities. Of them all,

%L aws of Mississippi (1906), pp. 179-84. Amendments to these two bills changed the names of
these counties quite a number of times. House Journal (1906), pp. 238, 250, 373-74, 610, 827-
28, 947, 1122, 1127, 1178, & 1183.

Laws of Mississippi (1906), pp. 174-79.

%Laws of Mississippi (1910), pp. 236-41; Laws of Mississippi (1912), pp. 415-17.

"Laws of Mississippi (1916), pp. 593-94.

1%, aws of Mississippi (1918), pp. 368-77. For a description of Humphreys ejection from office,
see David G. Sansing and Carroll Waller, A History of the Mississippi Governor's Mansion
(Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1977), pp. 61-63.

11For capsule accounts on these men's contributions to the state's Redemption, see James G.
Revels, "Redeemers, Rednecks, and Racial Integrity,” in A History of Mississippi ed. Richard
Aubrey McLemore, (Hattiesburg: University & College Press of Mississippi, 1973), pp. 5§90-621.
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General Nathan Bedford Forrest appears to have proved the most popular choice in Mississippi.
In 1865, a town in Scott County chose to incorporate under the surname of the war hero. Despite
the current spelling which contains only one "r," and the allegation of a source which attributes the
community's name to its location in a pine forest district, the timing of the incorporation as well as
the distinctive double consonant spelling utilized in the law, suggests otherwise.!” Spelling also
confuses the derivation of Forest Hills, now a suburb of Jackson. Settled around 1860, local
legend claims that sometime during the war the brigadier general supposedly regrouped his men
at the top of the mild incline before continuing to press forward.'”® Forreston in Lowndes County
also ascribes its name to the cunning strategist, purportedly not so much for his wartime heroism
than because his involvement in railroad construction near the area during the postbellum era.!®
Meanwhile, Attala County contains a simple, straightforward “Forrest,” a town which took its
identity in 1906 from a local public school established around 1875 as a namesake of the
Confederate general.'®

No county or town within the state ever adopted the surname of the God-fearing General
Thomas L. Jackson, although a few Mississippi towns appropriated his nickname. In 1868, when
two men started a cotton ginning business in Clarke County they entitled it the Stonewall
Manufacturing Company. Whether a clever merchandising ploy or a heartfelt tribute, “Stonewall”
became the name of the adjoining mill village, and yet another community of the same name

arose in Desoto County.'® In Copiah County, the town of Bahala changed its name soon after the

12| aws of Mississippi (1865), pp. 381-382; Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, p. 425.

1Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, p. 178.

'%ibid., pp. 315-16.

%ibid., pp. 23-24. For a discussion of the long term image of Forrest in Memphis, Tennessee,
see Court Camey, "The Contested image of Nathan Bedford Forrest,” Journal of Southern History
67 (August 2001): 601-30.

1% aws of Mississippi (1870), p. 460; Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, pp. 94 & 133. From 1866 to
1883, Mrs. Mary Jane Buchanan operated Stonewall College, a school for girls in Ripley. At its
opening, W. C. Falkner—the great-grandfather of author William Faulkner—presented his play
"The Lost Diamond," a melodrama set during the First Battle of Manassas. Andrew Brown,

History of Tippah County, Mississippi: The First Century (Ripley, MS: Tippah County Historical and
Genealogical Society, 1976), pp. 242-44 & 255-56. In 1867, the Mississippi legislature authorized
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war to Beauregard, in honor of the dashing General Pierre Gustav Toutant Beauregard from
Louisiana, and the founder of Braxton in Simpson County named his place after General Braxton
Bragg.'” Surprisingly, all the Mississippi communities entitled "Lee" or some other variant have
no relationship to the Civil War general but originated instead from the surnames of local
individuals. The same goes for the few communities named "Davis,” although Warren County
once boasted an obviously derivative "Jeff Davis" nine miles south of Vicksburg.'®

The names the Reconstruction legislature assigned to Mississippi counties were merely
indicative of the sweeping changes Radical Republicans introduced in the state. Of course, the
greatest change of all — the emancipation of slaves — had happened during the war, but the
subsequent efforts to protect the civil rights of African Americans occurred under the watch of
Reconstruction administrations. Once the lowest of the low, a former slave now chose for whom
he would work and under what conditions, decided whether his wife should stay out of the fields
and their children in the classroom, and cast ballots for whichever government officials met his
approval. If he so desired, a freedman could also run for public office himself. After all, plenty of
vacancies required filling because many of the whites who normally held such posts could no
longer vote themselves, much less occupy an elected position. For white southerners of all
classes, poor farmers as well as plantation owners, this reversal of fortune was a nightmarish

addition to the calamity of defeat, and Confederate veterans would participate in the campaign to

the incorporation of Stonewall Lodge, No. 78 of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, located in
Tishomingo County. Laws of Mississippi (1867), p. 517.

1Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, pp. 116-17 & 438; Laws of Mississippi (October-December
1865), pp. 329-30.

1%ibid., pp. 4, 51, 91, 98, 137, 229, 266, 315, 321, 419 & 509. Two other communities were
named after Civil War veterans: Helm in Washington County for Major George Helm and in
Marion County, a town called Prine rechristened itself Goss after a much beloved local veteran Dr.
Zeno S. Goss. Brieger, Hometown Mississippi, pp. 328 & 517. West Point renamed its high
school after local veteran James D. Lynch. Clay County Board of Supervisors, Clay County
Centennial Celebration 1872-1972 (N.p., 1972), p. 15.
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restore white supremacy by creating and participating in extralegal organizations like the Ku Klux
Kian.'®

The first Klan began in Pulaski, Tennessee as a social club created by Confederate
veterans "to relieve the tedium and monotony following the stirring scenes and activities of the
war," but the group soon found a more specific purpose for their gatherings.!’® By the fall of 1866,
KKK dens and similar groups had begun to organize in states throughout the region, creating an
"invisible army" determined to reassert white authority and black subjugation. In Mississippi, Klan
activity peaked in 1870-71 during the general atmosphere of lawlessness that accompanied the
withdrawal of army troops and the restoration of civil government under Republican control. Most
Kian activity took place in the eastern tier of counties although some central counties, especially in

the north, acquired chapters at the height of Klan operations in 1871. In the densely populated

®In a study of North Carolina, Richard Dale Starnes has shown that public appeals to
Confederate memory existed in that state as early as 1865. These references to a recently
shared and noble past gave legitimacy to the campaign to reestablish white supremacy. "Rule of
the Rebs" White Supremacy, the Lost Cause, and White Social Memory in Reconstruction North
Carolina, 1865-1871" (M.A. thesis, Western Carolina University, 1994). W. Scott Poole notes
similar appeals in the Reconstruction history of South Carolina in "Religion, Gender, and the Lost
Cause in South Carolina's 1876 Governor's Race: 'Hampton or Hell!™ Journal of Southern History
68 (August 2002): 573-98; "Never Surrender: The Lost Cause and the Making of Southern
Conservatism in the South Carolina Upcountry, 1850-1903" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of
Mississippi, 2001). Whether a similar analysis of Mississippi would uncover matching data is
unknown and worth considering, despite William C. Harris's contention that "The cult of the Lost
Cause, if it ever possessed a controlling influence on southern behavior, certainly had not taken
root in the minds of Mississippians during Reconstruction.” Harris, Day of the Carpetbagger, p.
573. Harris finds that most historical allusions during this era invoked the "simple and heroic"
periods of the state's territorial and early statehood existence (p. 573). And yet, in 1874,
Mississippi senator Charles E. Furlong suggested that the Vicksburg race riot merely added to the
memories represented by the National Cemetery, the Confederate Cemetery, and Pemberton's
Surrender Monument. Charles E. Furlong, Origin of the Outages at Vicksburg: Speech of Hon.
Chas. E. Furlong, Senator from Warren County, in the State of Mississippi, December 18, 1874
(Vicksburg, MS: Vicksburg Herald Printing, 1874), p. 16.

""Mrs. S. E. F. Rose, "The Ku Klux Klan and 'The Birth of a Nation,” Confederate Veteran (April
1916): 168. Eric T. Dean submits that Civil War veterans, just like Vietnam veterans experienced
psychological stress and readjustment problems after the war, and he cites KKK activity as just
one example of increased violence, crime, and anti-social behavior in postbellum society. Eric T.
Dean, "We Will All Be Lost and Destroyed'. Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder and the Civil War,”
Civil War History 37 (June 1991): 138-63. William Waller suggests of veterans groups in general
that "It is natural such organizations should turn out to be the foci of militant and patriotic
conservatism . . . that the man who has fought to defend the country from external enemies
should often end by defending it from change.” William Waller, Veteran Comes Back (New York:
Dryden Press, 1944), p. 195.
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black counties of the west and south, however, both Republicans and white planters resisted the
incursions of the extralegal organization, Republicans because they were a target, and white
planters because Klan operations fostered turmoil that disturbed the stability of the black iabor
force so essential for economic survival.'"!

Although a number of former Confederates certainly joined the Klu Klux Klan, a significant
portion of their membership also came from men too young to have fought in the war but who
were now seeking to prove their manhood.  Disreputable characters also contributed to the
contingent. In fact, one former Confederate officer remarked about a group brought before the
federal court in Oxford that he recognized several of them as men he had chased during the war
for desertion and avoiding conscription.'? Yet, despite this disparate composition, the costumed
nightriders often portrayed themselves as ghosts of Confederate soldiers, an intimidation tactic
that relied upon the perceived superstitious nature of blacks. Thus, the Oxford Falcon,
documenting the first appearance of the local Klan, wrote the next day that "a body of men, said to
be the heroes of Shiloh, came from their grave and marched silently through the town."!’* Lamar
Fontaine of Lyon, Mississippi writing years later about his own participation, told how the Klan
would appear at black meetings where one of the costumed force would demand water.

Remarking that he had not quenched his thirst since the Battle of Manassas, the Ku Kluxer would

MThis characterization of Klan activities in Mississippi relies upon Harris, Day of the
Carpetbagger, chapter 12. In his master's thesis, Gregory Scott Hospodor argues that the Kian
existed throughout the state, but that Republicans in the west and south were better able to
suppress their activities and political influence. Gregory Scott Hospodor, "The Mississippi Ku Klux
Klan During Reconstruction” (M.A. thesis, University of Mississippi, 1991), pp. 142-44.

12Harris, Day of the Carpetbagger, pp. 385-86; Hospodor, "Mississippi Ku Klux Kian," pp. 56-57.
BMinnie Smith Holt, Oxford, Mississippi (N.p., c. 1935), pp. 6-7; Works Progress Administration
interviews with two former Mississippi slaves in the 1930s relate similar tales of the Klan
attempting to pass itself off as Confederate haunts, see George P. Rawick, ed., The American
Slave: A Composite Autobiography, Supplementary Series 1, Vol. 7 (Westport, Connecticut:
Greenwood Press, 1977), p. 347; ibid., Supp. Series 1, Vol. 9, p. 1355. Foster suggests that
veterans might have adopted this ghostly mantle because subconsciously they "feared that the
Confederate dead were more powerful and awesome than the survivors of the war" (p. 48). See
also, H. Grady McWhiney and Francis B. Simkins, "The Ghostly Legend of the Ku-Klux Kian,"
Negro History Bulletin 14 (February 1951): 109-12.
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then appear to swallow an unbelievable quantity of water which in reality passed from a tube in his
hood to a concealed rubber bag.'**

As an organization seeking to inspire terror among Republicans both black and white, the
Kian often went beyond mere ghostly scare tactics to employ very real violence, and Governor
Alcorn seemed unable to develop an adequate response to deter these incidents. Eventually,
Congressional reactions to two vicious episodes in Mississippi would contribute to a federal
solution to the problem. During hearings on this federal "Ku Klux Klan" bill, one U.S.
representative exhibited the tattered, bloodied shirt of an Aberdeen carpetbagger who had
experienced a brutal whipping at the hands of a local den.'* The other event that received a
public airing was the March 1871 Meridian race riot in which as many as thirty blacks died. In
response to these and other violent acts throughout the South, Congress passed the 1871
Enforcement law which extended federal jurisdiction over the criminal activities of suspected
Klansmen. In Mississippi, vigorous federal prosecution suppressed the organization's presence
by 1872.""¢ The violence and intimidation directed at white and black Republicans did not
disappear, of course. In fact, the 1875 electoral victory of the Democrats that redeemed the state
from Republican rule certainly owed a significant debt to both tactics, but the Klan itself was not a
maijor factor in that fight.

In some ways, this early Ku Klux Klan seems almost a proto-veterans organization for
Confederates, an attempt to recapture the camaraderie of the campaign and the excitement of
battle — with the oppressive Reconstruction regimes simply forcing members to adopt covert

measures and providing the group with an obvious enemy."” Yet, the Klan did not restrict itself to

“Mrs. S. E. F. Rose, The Ku Klux Klan or Invisible Empire (New Orleans: L. Graham Co., 1914),
pp. 57-58.

SHarris, Day of the Carpetbagger, p. 396. This Reconstruction episode provided the origins for
the postbellum political phrase "waving the bloody shirt" which usually referred to Republican
efforts to whip up sectional antagonisms of the party rank-and-file against Democrats and the
South.

Sibid., pp. 396-405.

Acknowledging that the KKK was not a formal veterans organization in any traditional sense,
Piehler still finds "striking similarities” between that group and the early years of the Grand Army
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veterans exclusively, and the esoteric terminology and rituals the members practiced did not
derive from a Confederate context. Furthermore, southern veterans demonstrated no inclination
to gather together in any organized fashion once the federal government and Republicans
relinquished their control of the region and white southerners were free once again to openly
establish their own associations.

As early as December 1865, at least one veteran had suggested in newsprint that the
surviving soldiers of Noxubee County should organize a society which would meet annually,
produce a "roll of the sacred dead,” and help the indigent families of those whose names
appeared on this roster.'’®* No substantive response appears to have occurred. After Robert E.
Lee's death in 1870, a number of Confederate veterans had formed the Association of the Army
of Northern Virginia, dedicated to the goal of erecting a monument to Lee in Richmond, but the
group enlisted few members outside of that city or state, and although a smattering of other
locales established veterans organizations, most of the survivors of the defunct Confederate army
displayed little interest in such formal societies.!” The boys who had worn the Blue shared this
disinclination to spend structured time together remembering or reliving their wartime experiences
-- throughout the 1870s, less than two percent of those eligible opted to join the Grand Army of
the Republic, the organization created for Union veterans back in 1866.'° Veterans on both sides
seemed more interested in the present than the past, in rejuvenating their pre-war careers or
forging new vocations, and in reconnecting with their families and society.

Yet, despite the immediacy of these demands, the Confederate past remained a

significant presence in southern society even before the appearance of region-wide veterans

of the Republic, the organization for Union veterans. Remembering War, p. 62; Larry M. Logue
suggests that an informal network of former Confederate officers assisted the spread of the KKK
across the region. Larry M. Logue, To Appomattox and Beyond: The Civil War Soldier in War and
Peace (Chicago: Ivan R. Dee, 1996), pp. 111-12.

"Dec. 30th, 1865. Dear Beacon," clipping, J. G. Deupree Papers, SMMSS 78-3, Folder 6, UM.
Foster, Ghosts, p. 61; Gerald F. Linderman, Embattled Courage: The Experience of Combat in
the American Civil War (New York: Free Press, 1987), pp. 266-70.

120 inderman, Embattied Courage, p. 270; Blight, Race and Reunion, p. 150.
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associations and their auxiliaries in the late 1880s and 1890s. Certainly the rituals and oratories
of Decoration Days and similar mourning occasions continued to prompt recollections of the war,
and other mediums, too, served in their own fashion to perpetuate remembrance of those
momentous years. Paintings, prints, and photographs of the war and its leaders remained
popular in the South for many decades, proudly displayed on walls or carefully pasted into
scrapbooks.'?’ Several of the era's songs and tunes such as the "Bonnie Blue Flag" and "Dixie"
retained currency. To this Civil War repertoire, musicians occasionally added new lyrical offerings
on the subject, as in one folk song whose chorus defiantly affirmed

For I'm a good old rebel, that's what | am,

And for this Land o' Freedom | don't care a damn.

I'm glad | fought against her; | only wish we'd won,

And | don't ask no pardons for anything I've done.!*
The region's authors displayed a similar, yet softer, recalcitrance in the novels, poems,
magazines, memoirs, and histories which rolled off the printing presses during these same years.

Southern periodicals like De Bow's Review and The Land We Love, though few in number and

12IFor scholarship on Civil War themes in artwork and prints, see Mark E. Neely, Jr. et al., "Prints
of the Lost Cause: Images of Virginia and Virginians," Virginia Cavalcade 37 (Winter 1988): 114-
25; Idem, "Lost Cause Art: Prints the North Published for the South in Its Hour of Defeat,”
Americana 15 (August 1987): 59-62; Mark E. Neely, Jr. and Harold Holzer, "Victims, Stoics, and
Refugees: Women in Lost Cause Prints," in Graphic Arts and the South: Proceedings of the 1990
North American Print Conference, ed. Judy A. Larson (Fayetteville: University of Arkansas Press,
1993); Margaret Coons, "A Portrait of His Times: John Elder's Paintings Reflect People and
Events During a Critical Period in Virginia History,” Virginia Cavalcade 16 (Spring 1967): 15-31;
Estelle Curtis Pennington, The Last Meeting's Lost Cause (Spartanburg, SC: Robert M. Hicklin,
Jr., 1988); Emily J. Salmon, "The Burial of Latane: Symbol of the Lost Cause," Virginia Cavalcade
28 (Winter 1979): 118-29; Drew Gilpen Faust, "Race, Gender, and Confederate Nationalism:
William D. Washington's Burial of Latane,” Southern Review 25 (April 1989): 297-307; Alan
Trachtenberg, Reading American Photographs: Images as History, Mathew Brady to Walker
Evans (New York: Hill and Wang, 1989), chapter 2; Jan Zita Grover, "Philosophical Maneuvers in
a Photogenic War," Afterimage 10 (April 1983): 4-6.

2Arthur Palmer Hudson, ed., Specimens of Mississippi Folk-Lore (N.p.: Mississippi Folk Lore
Society, 1928), p. 87. See also, Arthur Palmer Hudson, Folksongs of Mississippi and Their
Background (New York: Folklorica, 1981), pp. 253-67; Cecil Kirk Hutson, "The Darker Side of
Dixie: Southern Music and the Seamier Side of the Rural South” (Ph.D. dissertation, lowa State
University, 1995), p. 281.
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with small subscription lists, provided one public forum in which former Confederates could recall
the glories of the late war and refine their interpretation of events.'?

Very rarely did these writers repent the South's secession and the war that followed. The
righteousness of those actions generally remained unquestioned, although the tragic outcome
certainly demanded rationalization. In the years immediately after the conflict, a number of
southerners had not hesitated to place the blame for the Confederacy's loss at its own doorstep,
condemning the disorder of the troops, the poor decisions of officers, the ineptness of the
administration, or the disloyalty of those on the homefront. By the 1880s, however, this self-
criticism had dissipated, and the diversity of these accounts had dissolved into a more or less
unified orthodoxy. In this accepted version of events, the South legitimately seceded from a
nation which no longer abided by the constitution of the Founding Fathers, and Confederate
soldiers — with the staunch assistance of citizens -- gloriously defended their home from the
Union's unwarranted invasion, suffering defeat only because of the overpowering numerical and
industrial supremacy of the North. The subtext of this rote plot was that while Providence may
have dealt the region a blow by destroying the chivalric and aristocratic lifestyle of the Old South,

posterity would ultimately realize that its cause was just and its constitutional concerns correct.'?

Writing at his home Beauvoir on the Mississippi Gulf Coast, Jefferson Davis adopted just such an

3See, Ray Morris Atchison, "The Land We Love: A Southern Post-Bellum Magazine of
Agriculture, Literature, and Military History," North Carolina Historical Review 37 (October 1960):
506-15; Idem, "Our Living and Our Dead: A Post-Bellum North Carolina Magazine of Literature
and History,” North Carolina Historical Review 40 (October 1963). 423-33; Aliene Johnson,
"Southern Literary Magazines of the Reconstruction Period: A Chapter in the History of American
Periodicals; Being a Detailed Study of De Bow's Review, The Land We Love, The Southern
Review, and The Southern Magazine, with a Brief Treatment of Other Literary Magazines of the
Reconstruction Period" (M.A. thesis, Duke University, 1935); Thomas D. Clark, The Southern
Country Editor (Gloucester, MA: Peter Smith, 1964), pp. 25, 58-59, 169-81.

124Susan Speare Durant, "The Gently Furled Banner: The Development of the Myth of the Lost
Cause, 1865-1900" (Ph.D. dissertation, University of North Carolina, 1972), chapter 1; Theodore
Harry Jabbs, "The Lost Cause: Some Southern Opinion Between 1865 and 1900 About Why the
Confederacy Lost the Civil War" (M.A. thesis, University of North Carolina, 1967); Fred Hobson,
Tell About the South: The Southern Rage to Explain (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State University
Press, 1983), part 2, chapter 1; Richard Gray, Writing the South: Ideas of an American Region
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1986), pp. 75-88, Foster, Ghosts, chapter 4.
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argument in his own work, The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government, which rolled off the

press in 1881.

Meanwhile, northern periodicals began actively soliciting the submissions of southern
authors and topics by the early 1880s. In fact, the 1884-87 series "Battles and Leaders of the Civil
War" in The Century was so popular, the magazine's circulation nearly doubled. Because the
editors of these northern journals consciously ignored the war's causality and concentrated
instead on what happened in the midst of battle, they avoided political controversy and permitted
soldiers from both camps to appreciate their shared experiences. Needless to say, this
conciliatory tactic required southern writers to downplay the uncompromising states' rights
defense they adopted for their home market, yet the formula still provided the authors with an
opportunity to regale a national audience with tales concerning the martial ability and heroic
exploits of Confederate troops. By then, many northern readers had lost their wartime prejudice
and bitterness against the South and were more than ready to accept this particular interpretation
of events. The natural amelioratory influence of time's passage contributed to this attitude, as did
the public's reaction against the alleged corruption and inadequacies of Reconstruction
administrations. Yet another factor in this sympathetic reading was the immense popularity of
fictional works set in the South, many of them plantation romances and tales narrated in negro
dialect.'”®

In 1888, South Carolina carpetbagger Albion W. Tourgee complained in a literary essay
for Forum that

A foreigner studying our current literature, without knowledge of our history, and

judging our civilization by our fiction would undoubtedly conclude that the South
was the seat of intellectual empire in America, and the African the chief romantic

Foster, Ghosts, pp. 68-70; Rollin G. Osterweis, The Myth of the Lost Cause 1865-1900
(Hamden, CN: Archon Books, 1973), pp. 44-91; See also, Rayburn S. Moore, "Southern Writers
and Northern Literary Magazines, 1865-1890" (Ph.D. dissertation, Duke University, 1956). In
Race and Reunion, Blight, quite correctly, distinguishes between northern middle class readers
who came to view veterans from both sides as brave men defending their respective beliefs and
the numerous Union veterans, former abolitionists, and African Americans who continued to
dispute the moral neutrality of this interpretation (p. 190).
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element of our population. As an evidence of this, it may be noted that a few

months ago every one of our great popular monthlies presented a 'Southem story’

as one of its most prominent features; and during the past year nearly two-thirds

of the stories and sketches furnished to newspapers by various syndicates have

been of this character.'?
Writing just a few years later, one proud southerner noted that his region was participating in "a
new invasion against the North, and has already captured all of its leading magazines.”"”” The
vogue for these short pieces of local color as well as more lengthy historical novels reflected the
desire of late nineteenth-century readers to travel in their imaginations to a pastoral world deemed
chivalrous, aristocratic, and stable, and the mythical Old South offered a striking contrast to the
contemporary Gilded Age chaos of immigrant-filled cities, societal unrest, and amoral business
ethics. Stories of this nature not only engendered admiration for antebellum agrarian culture — an
admiration safely promoted because the civilization and slavery which sustained it no longer
existed - they also provided a subtle critique of Yankee manners and industrial progress. Yet, in
spite of this emphasis on regional contrast, several of these fabricated tales nevertheless
optimistically celebrated the reunification of the two sections through the metaphorical marriages

of southern belles to Union officers. Taken as a whole, then, these popular genres with their

sympathetic interpretation of the Old South managed to subtly defend southern history and

promote reconciliation on terms hospitable to the White South.!?

126Albion W. Tourgee, "The South as a Field of Fiction," Forum 7 (December 1888): 407. For
more on Tourgee, see Carolyn Murray Happer, "Three Dissenting Views of the Nineteenth-
Century South: Albion W. Tourgee, Charles W. Chestnutt, and Walter Hines Page" (Ph.D.
dissertation, Duke University, 1985).

ZW. M. Baskerville, "Southern Literature Since the War," Vanderbilt Observer 15 (1893): 210.
Z%Nina Silber, The Romance of Reunion: Northerners and the South, 1865-1900 (Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press, 1993); Francis Pendleton Gaines, The Southern Plantation: A
Study in the Development and Accuracy of a Tradition (Gloucester, MA: Peter Smith, 1962);
Rebecca Washington Smith, The Civil War and Ilts Aftermath in American Fiction, 1861-1899
(Chicago: University of Chicago Libraries, 1937); Joyce Appleby, "Reconciliation and the Northern
Novelist, 1865-1880," Civil War History 10 (June 1964): 117-29; Michae! Flushce, "The Private
Plantation: Versions of the Old South Myth, 1880-1914" (Ph.D. dissertation, Johns Hopkins
University, 1973), Sarah Elizabeth Gardner, "Blood and lrony": Southern Women's Narratives of
the Civil War, 1861-1915" (Ph.D. dissertation, Emory University, 1996); Cruce Stark, "Brothers
at/in War: One Phase of Post-Civil War Reconciliation,” Canadian Review of American Studies 6
(Fall 1975). 174-81; Buck, Road to Reunion, chapters 8 & 9; Sheldon Van Auken, "The Southern
Historical Novel in the Early Twentieth Century,” Journal of Southern History 14 (May 1948): 157-
1.
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Another factor which contributed to the durability of Confederate memory was the very
presence of the former soldiers themselves. Despite their return to civilian status and their
reluctance to organize after the war, Confederate veterans remained a recognizably distinct group
in southern society. Service in the secessionist fighting force guaranteed a certain degree of
prestige which set these former soldiers apart from mere ordinary mortals. Southern voters, for
instance, tended to favor veterans as political candidates in electoral contests. As late as 1900,
therefore, former Confederate soldiers occupied almost all of Mississippi's elective offices.'” The
significance given veterans credentials also appears in the correspondence of the state's
governors, wherein appeals for political appointments tended to place greater emphasis on a
man's length of military service, heroism, and war disabilities than either his party loyalty or ability
to function in the proposed position.'*

For over two decades, the preferments veterans received in elected and appointed offices
provided one of the few tangible means by which the state's citizenry could demonstrate their
gratitude for the sacrifices Confederate soldiers had endured in four years of fighting. While
indigent and disabled Union veterans and their families received generous pension payments

from the federal government and northern states, the South's relatively smaller tax revenues and

1%William W. White, "Mississippi Confederate Veterans in Public Office, 1875-1900," Journal of
Mississippi History 20 (July 1958): 147-55. See also, Idem, The Confederate Veteran
(Tuscaloosa, AL: Confederate Publishing Co., 1962), chapter 4; William B. Hesseltine and Larry
Gara, "Mississippi's Confederate Leaders After the War," Journal of Mississippi History 8 (April
1951): 88-100; William B. Hesseltine, Confederate Leaders in the New South (Baton Rouge:
Louisiana State University Press, 1950); Logue, To Appomattox, pp. 106-107 & 116-17; Kathleen
Lynn Gorman, "When Johnny Came Marching Home Again: Confederate Veterans in the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>