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The UM School of Law has inducted Leonard A. Blackwell II, Mary Ann Connell, Joshua M. Morse III, Landman
J. Teller Jr. and A C Wharton Jr. as the 2019 class of its Law Alumni Hall of Fame. Gathering to celebrate the
induction are (from left) Blackwell; Connell; Peggy Teller, widow of Landman Teller; MaryJeanne Morse
Lykes, daughter of Joshua Morse; and Wharton. Photo by Ole Miss Alumni Association

Leonard A. Blackwell II

Five School of Law Alumni Inducted into Hall of Fame
Leonard Blackwell II, Mary Ann Connell, Joshua Morse III, Landman Teller Jr.
and A C Wharton Jr. honored

APRIL 19, 2019 BY CHRISTINA STEUBE

OXFORD, Miss. – Five alumni of the University of Mississippi School of Law have been recognized for
their careers and support of the law school by their induction into the UM Law Alumni Hall of Fame.

The 2019 class of inductees are Leonard A. Blackwell II, Mary Ann Connell, Joshua M. Morse III,
Landman J. Teller Jr. and A C Wharton Jr.

Blackwell is a Stone County native and longtime Gulf Coast attorney
who is with Brunini, Grantham, Grower & Hewes PLLC. He earned his
bachelor’s degree in history and English in 1963 and his J.D. in 1966,
both from UM. During his law school years, he was a member of the
Mississippi Law Journal, the Moot Court Board and Phi Delta Phi
legal fraternity.

“The University of Mississippi provided me with new horizons of
possibility, particularly in my law school experience,” Blackwell said. “I
was the first member of my family ever to be a lawyer, and being able
to have a career applying, administering and using the law to help
people has really been a dividend in my life, and I thank the university
for that.

“The friendships I made there were friendships of a lifetime.”

Blackwell began his service to the profession at an early age. In 1970,
he became president of the Harrison County Junior Bar and in 1972, he
became a board member of the American Bar Association’s Young
Lawyers Division, holding national office within the organization. From 1982 to 1984, he served as a
member of the Mississippi Bar’s Board of Commissioners.

In 1990, he was elected president of the Mississippi Bar and served on the commission that helped
create the Mississippi Court of Appeals. He was a member of the first Lawyers and Judges Assistance
Program Committee that adopted the first LJAP Rule, and the Mississippi Bar awarded him its Pioneer
Award in 2009 for his work with that committee.

Blackwell was appointed by Gov. Ronnie Musgrove in 2000 to serve on the Mississippi Gaming
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Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to

News Releases UM COVID-19 Video Gallery University Communications Ole Miss Homepage Ole Miss News Blog

FacebookTwitterLinkedInEmailCopy
Link

SMSPrintFriendlyShare

FacebookTwitterInstagramLinkedInYouTube
Channel

https://news.olemiss.edu/
https://coronavirus.olemiss.edu/
https://news.olemiss.edu/video-gallery/
http://www.olemiss.edu/communications
http://www.olemiss.edu
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/blog/
https://news.olemiss.edu/author/csteube/
https://news.olemiss.edu/#facebook
https://news.olemiss.edu/#twitter
https://news.olemiss.edu/#linkedin
https://news.olemiss.edu/#email
https://news.olemiss.edu/#copy_link
https://news.olemiss.edu/#sms
https://news.olemiss.edu/#printfriendly
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%253A%252F%252Fnews.olemiss.edu%252Ffive-um-school-law-alumni-inducted-hall-fame%252F&title=Five%20School%20of%20Law%20Alumni%20Inducted%20into%20Hall%20of%20Fame
https://news.olemiss.edu/five-um-school-law-alumni-inducted-hall-fame/ucimg-778-1/
https://olemiss.edu/
https://law.olemiss.edu/alumni/hall-of-fame/
https://news.olemiss.edu/five-um-school-law-alumni-inducted-hall-fame/leonard-a-blackwell-ii/
http://mississippilawjournal.org/
https://www.facebook.com/olemiss
https://twitter.com/OleMiss
https://www.instagram.com/olemiss
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-mississippi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChq-yl0ulgYdU81YkK3hv7Q
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/campus-briefs/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/university-offices/university-of-mississippi-foundation/
https://news.olemiss.edu/reuters-keep-an-eye-on-the-money-supply/


Mary Ann Connell

Commission, and he was chair of that group from 2001 to 2004. He has been nationally recognized as
one of the nation’s best lawyers in the field of gaming law and is a member of the International Masters
of Gaming Law and the International Association of Gaming Attorneys. He also has been a member of
the American Board of Trial Advocates since 1987 and was president of the Mississippi Chapter in
1984.

Within his community, Blackwell was chair of the Harrison County March of Dimes in 1972, was named
Outstanding Young Man by the Gulfport Jaycees in 1973, served as a board member for the Gulfport
Area Chamber of Commerce in 1982, was named among the Sun Herald South Mississippi’s Top 10
Outstanding Community Leaders in 2012 and has been a communicant at St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
in Gulfport.

He and his wife, Mary, reside in Gulfport.

Connell, a native of Louisville, graduated from UM in 1959 with degrees
in history and English. During her undergraduate career, she was
secretary of the Associated Student Body, staff member for The
Daily Mississippian and elected Miss Ole Miss. She was selected for
the UM Student Hall of Fame in 1959. She also earned two master’s
degrees and her Juris Doctor from Ole Miss and her Master of Laws
from Harvard Law School.

Connell served as UM university attorney 1982 to 2003. She served as
the school board attorney for the Oxford School District from 2003 to
2013. She is practicing law in Oxford with Mayo Mallette, PLLC.

Connell is also an adjunct instructor for the law school and has taught
courses in higher education law, school law, legal research and writing,
business law and employment law. She frequently presents at regional,
state and national conferences on subjects involving higher education
and school law.

“Being inducted into the University of Mississippi Hall of Fame was the
culmination of my glorious life with the law,” Connell said. “The law school and the University of
Mississippi have given me a wonderful life, a solid education, treasured relationships and the opportunity
to engage in meaningful work as university attorney, in private practice and in teaching.”

Connell is a past president of the National Association of College and University Attorneys and the
Mississippi Council of School Board Attorneys, and a fellow of the Mississippi Bar Foundation. She has
received a Distinguished Service Award from both the National Association of College and University
Attorneys and the Lafayette County Bar Association; the Thomas S. Biggs Jr. Award for leadership,
integrity and service in the legal profession and the higher education community from Stetson University
Law School; the NAACP Freedom Award for lifelong service in the area of education and civil rights; the
Mississippi Women Lawyers Association’s Outstanding Woman Lawyer in Mississippi Award; a UM
Chancellor’s Award for outstanding contributions toward increasing diversity; and the Mortar Board
Award for outstanding teacher of the year.

In 2015, she was inducted into the Ole Miss Alumni Association Hall of Fame.

Connell has served on the board of directors of the UM Foundation and the Oxford-Lafayette County
Chamber of Commerce, the board of trustees of the Mississippi Bar Foundation and the advisory board
of First National Bank of Oxford. She also served as a member of the vestry of St. Peter’s Episcopal
Church in Oxford.

“I am humbled and grateful for the Hall of Fame award, for the tribute made to me at the awards
ceremony by my oldest and dearest friend, Judge Grady Jolly, for the support of Cal Mayo and the great
lawyers at Mayo Mallette, as well as the administration, faculty, staff and students at the law school,”
she said.

Connell has four daughters: Elizabeth Sessums, Stella Connell, Mary Ann Percy and Jane Lee.

Morse graduated from the School of Law in 1948 and served as its dean from 1963 to 1969. He died in
2012, at age 89, at his home in Tallahassee, Florida.

In his obituary in The New York Times, Douglas Martin wrote:

“Mr. Morse admitted Ole Miss’ first black law students in 1963, a year
after James Meredith became the first black to enroll at the university,
a watershed event in the civil rights struggle. By 1967 black enrollment
at the law school had expanded to about 20 in a student body of 360.

“Black graduates were soon admitted to the state bar, joining a legal
fraternity defined by alumni of Ole Miss, which Time magazine called
the ‘prep school for political power in Mississippi.’

Read the story …
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Joshua M. Morse III

Landman J. Teller Jr.

“Reuben Anderson, the first black graduate of the school, in 1968, went
on to become the first black appointee to the state Supreme Court and
the first black president of the Mississippi Bar. The school’s first black
woman to graduate, Constance Slaughter-Harvey, in 1970, became the
first black woman to be named a judge in Mississippi.

“Mr. Morse’s achievements remain legend in legal education circles.
John Edgerton, in his 1991 book, ‘Shades of Gray: Dispatches From
the Modern South,’ wrote: ‘The Ole Miss Law School’s six-year orbit
into activism was a spectacular aberration, a reversal of form that briefly
turned a conservative institution into one of the most progressive and
experimental in the nation.’

“Joshua Marion Morse III was born on March 1, 1923, in Poplarville,
Miss., a sawmill town. He was a graduate of Ole Miss and its law
school and served in the Army during World War II.

“After law school, he joined his father’s law practice in Poplarville,
where he defended 23 people accused of murder and won not-guilty verdicts for 22. (The 23rd was
convicted of a lesser charge.) He successfully defended several black men who had violent altercations
with the police.

“Morse joined the Ole Miss faculty as an associate professor in 1962 and was named dean in 1963.
Instead of starting immediately, however, he attended Yale on a one-year graduate fellowship. But
before he left, he helped orchestrate admission offers to several black students.

“When he returned, he brought two Yale graduates with him to teach. The next year he hired another
and received a $437,000 grant from the Ford Foundation to recruit minorities. In 1965, he invited eight
Yale professors to teach two-week courses on individual rights. The next semester, he brought a group
of Harvard professors to lecture on federalism. Professors from Columbia and New York University came
later.

“He ended up hiring new graduates of Yale Law School to fill 8 of 21 positions. Besides teaching, they
prepared federal lawsuits on voting rights and civil liberties and recruited students for a legal assistance
program for the poor.”

At Ole Miss, Morse was a member of Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. He was also a member of the Cardinal
Club and Army ROTC. As a law student, he was a member of the Mississippi Law Journal.

Upon his departure from the university, he made his way to Tallahassee, where he served as dean of the
Florida State University College of Law in 1969-80. He remained on faculty at Florida State as a law
professor until 1998.

Teller, a Vicksburg native, graduated from UM in 1963 with a
double major in history and English. He earned his J.D. from the
law school in 1965. During his time there, he was a member of
the Mississippi Law Journal.

Upon graduation, he served as a captain in the Judge Advocate
General Corps with the U.S. Army in Fort Totten, New York, and
Fort Riley, Kansas.

He returned to Vicksburg in 1968 to practice law. He served as
president of the Warren County Bar, chairman of the
professionalism committee for the Mississippi Bar, president and
fellow of the Mississippi Bar Foundation, and fellow of the
American Bar Foundation and the American College of Trial
Lawyers. He also was a member of the International Association
of Defense Counsel.

Teller also served as a member of the Ole Miss Alumni
Association’s board of directors, president of the association’s

Law Alumni Chapter and chairman of the Lamar Order.

He also loved his hometown and spent many years volunteering. He served as president of the
Vicksburg-Warren Chamber of Commerce, Vicksburg Jaycees, Rotary Club of Vicksburg and the
Vicksburg YMCA. He also volunteered with the United Way, Easter Seals, Boy Scouts of America, the
Heart Fund and Friends of Vicksburg National Military Park. Teller was a founding member of the
Southern Cultural Heritage Foundation in Vicksburg.

Wharton, from Lebanon, Tennessee, received a bachelor’s degree in
political science from Tennessee State University in 1966 and earned
his J.D. from the UM law school in 1971, graduating with honors.
During his time in law school, he was among the first black students to
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A C Wharton Jr.

serve on the Moot Court Board and the first to serve on the Judicial
Council.

“It’s a real honor to be recognized in the company of my fellow
inductees and other members of the Hall of Fame,” Wharton said. “The
key thing is not how many jury verdicts you’ve won or how big your firm
is, but in the DNA of all Ole Miss lawyers – in addition to professional
responsibility – is courtesy, civility, civic responsibility and support of
family, all of which are traits that I hold very dear.”

After graduation, Wharton worked in Washington, D.C., at the office of
general counsel of the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission for
two years, then for a year at the Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law, where he headed the Public Employment Project. In 1973,
he was hired as executive director of Memphis Area Legal Services,
which provided civil legal assistance to low-income residents.

In 1974, Wharton became the law school’s first black professor, a
position he held for 25 years.

Wharton was appointed as Shelby County’s chief public defender in 1980. In addition to serving as
public defender, he and his wife established the law firm of Wharton and Wharton in 1980.

In 2002, Wharton was elected as the first black mayor of Shelby County. He was re-elected in 2006.
During his tenure as mayor, he established the crime-fighting plan Operation Safe Community,
developed the community’s first smart growth and sustainability plan and introduced programs to tackle
education and early childhood development issues. His successful reforms led him to testify before the
U.S. House Committee on Education.

Wharton was elected mayor of Memphis in 2009, getting 61 percent of the vote. He was re-elected in
2011 and was a member of the Mayors Against Illegal Gun Coalition.

In his continued service to the Memphis community, he serves as executive director of development for
American Lebanese Syrian Associated Charities, which is the fundraising arm of St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital. Wharton is also a consultant to the Memphis and Shelby County ACE Awareness
Foundation, where he helps develop ways to identify and implement treatment to children who have
suffered traumatic incidents and violence.

Wharton’s other recognitions include the University of Memphis Humphrey School of Law Pillars of
Excellence Award, Young Lawyers Award, NAACP President’s Award and the AutoZone 2018 Spirit of
1776 Award.

He and his wife, Ruby, live in Memphis, where they have raised six sons.
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