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UM students meet with former U.S. Secretary of
Education Bill Bennett in the Lyceum to discuss topics
ranging from education to politics.

Former Secretary of Education Visits Honors College
Bill Bennett talks to students about raising teaching standards in nation's
schools

OCTOBER 30, 2013 BY DENNIS IRWIN

OXFORD, Miss. – Former U. S. Secretary of
Education William “Bill” Bennett, host of the
nationally syndicated radio program “Morning in
America,” talked with Honors College students
during a round table forum earlier this week at
the University of Mississippi.

Bennett’s offering of seasoned insight about
education in the United States was driven by a
prepared group of students.

“It was a very well-prepared group of students,”
Bennett said. “They presented very well.”

The discussion at the round table was driven by questions from students, calling upon Bennett’s
extensive experience and insight into the American education system.

“As part of a functioning economy, people are worried about jobs and have a certain nervousness about
what the future holds,” Bennett said. “I think when you are studying, you need to get an idea of the
possible job prospects.”

Bennett suggested pushing for a stronger teaching core around the country to help students achieve
more while earning an education.

“I think excellence in teaching is critical, and it needs to encourage the reward,” he said. “I think
anything that promotes raising the bar and raising standards is a great idea.”

Bennett also entertained questions about the Chicago schools shutdown, the rise of technology and the
online classroom, national and statewide standardized testing, and the implementation of Common Core
State Standards.

As he parted ways with the group, he was impressed by the thoughtfulness of the panel’s questions.
“They had done their homework, and that is all a teacher can ask of their students.”
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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