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Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award

OXFORD, Miss. — Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the

102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the ciwil

engineering
Read the story ...
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Chris Lawrence saw stunning scenery, such as Destruction Bay, Yukon, during his drive to Oxford.
Submitted photo
OXFORD, Miss. — Chris Lawrence and his father spent eight days on the road from Anchorage, Alaska, Thank You To Our
to Oxford, going through a CD case full of classic rock, telling stories and taking in diverse landscapes DO"OI’S
on a 4,500-mile adventure to start a new joumey as a graduate student at the University of
Mississippi. Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy

At the end of the woyage, Chris Lawrence enrolled this fall as an integrated marketing
communications graduate student at Ole Miss. Jay Lawrence got to see the town before heading back
to Alaska by plane.

OXFORD, Miss. — Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of

“| was able to show him Oxford and Ole Miss a little bit, and that meant a whole lot,” Chris said. Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
After Chris eamed his undergraduate degree in journalism and public communications at the University saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
of Alaska at Anchorage, he decided he would go to graduate school and continue his education in small token of my appreciation to Ole
Mississippi. His mother, Kelly Lawrence, lives in Amory, and growing up, he spent summers in the Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
Magnolia State with her. accounting
Read the story ...

“| thought, well, why not see what Mississippi has to offer so | could be close to my mom while
continuing my education,” he said. “I did a little research and discovered Ole Miss had a great IMC

program, and decided it was for me. More Posts from this Category

Once the decision was made to enroll at Ole Miss, the daunting 600-mile-a-day, eight-day trip lay ahead
of the father-and-son team. They stuffed Chris’ Dodge Caliber full of moving essentials and mementos

and drowe in five-hour shifts each day. O|e MiSS In the News
Jay enjoyed the long trip with his son and the ability to spend so much bonding time with him.

Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money

“We had a good time,” Jay said. “It was an opportunity to spend more time with him.” Supply

U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
source of entertainment for the pair. Michael S. Derby NEW YORK — The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to

The many different types of landscapes and wildlife between Anchorage and Oxford sened as the main

“We unfortunately didn’t spend a lot of time at places, but we definitely took in the sights and wonders
of nature,” Chris said. “Just to be able to have a piece of a place and kind of know a little about what it's
like was nice.”
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Some of the places the two stayed were the Canadian cities of Destruction Bay, Yukon; Fort Nelson, abate. The Federal Resene’s
British Columbia; and Edmonton, Alberta. Cities in the United States included Bozeman, Montana;
Scottsbluff, Nebraska; St. Joseph, Missouri; and Forrest City, Arkansas. Read the story ...

Lethbridge, Alberta, was a particular favorite.
More Posts from this Category

Kelly, Chris and Jay Lawrence take a picture with the statue of William Faulkner upon their arrival to Oxford.
Submitted photo

“We drowve through there and saw a 100-year-old steel viaduct and rolling hills all around town,” Chris
said. “Lethbridge seemed runner- and biker-friendly, too. It was really, really cool.”

Bozeman, Montana, on the other hand, was bustling with tourists there to take in Yellowstone National
Park. Besides the traffic and crowds there, Montana was lowely.

“We went over a bunch of rivers,” he said. “There was also a lot of open areas where you could see
nothing but the sky. You could see for miles and miles.”

He enjoyed Montana and British Columbia for the scenery that the two places offered.

“British Columbia had a lot of open views,” he said. “You could see the gorgeous trees, rivers and lakes,
so that was really awesome and majestic. We saw six black bears on the side of the road alone
through B.C., and about 10 wild horses in Montana.”

To pass the time during the trip to Ole Miss, Chris and his father had conwersations about past times
and what lies ahead, while jamming out to rock bands such as Pearl Jam and Tom Petty.

Luck was also on their side. The two encountered few problems that slowed them down along the
joumey. They even said they were always ahead of bad weather.

“Surprisingly, we only saw two or three accidents the entire way so that was good traffic didn’t hold us
up,” he said. “I'd say we drowve through only 60 minutes of rain combined along the way.”

Once they reached Forrest City, they knew they were close to their final destination. The food was a
dead giveaway.

“l had catfish with the bone-in, slaw and baked beans,” Chris said. “So | definitely knew | was home in
the South.”

The father-son team was relieved to get to Oxford after that. Before Jay fl
and his mom showed Jay around Oxford and Ole Miss, which was
special to all of them.

Chris is familiar with Oxford because he used to visit the town with his
mom during summers.

“l always really liked it,” he said. “l thought it was a beautiful place.”

His mom was relieved the trip went well, and she was elated to see her
son.

“When he got here, | was so happy to see him and am so excited
knowing he’s at Ole Miss now,” she said.

The Lawrences made unforgettable memories over those 4,500 miles.

“It was one of those once-in-a-lifetime experiences saying you could do

. » . o Chris Lawrence stands at
a cross-country trek like that,” Chris said. “It was the end of my Alaska  mile 0 of the Alaska Highway
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inni h in Mississippi.” ALCAN Highway) in Dawson
chapter and the beginning of my chapter here in Mississippi g ook, Eri?ish gyglumbia.

Submitted photo

FILED UNDER FEATURED NEWS, NBVS RELEASES, SCHOOL. OF JOURNALISM & NEW MEDIA, STUDENT NEWS

Return to top of page Copyright © 2023 - The University of Mississippi



https://news.olemiss.edu/category/news-releases/featured-news/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/news-releases/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/schools/school-of-journalism/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/news-releases/student-news/
http://www.olemiss.edu/info/copy.html

	Anchorage to Oxford: Student Travels 4,500 Miles for Graduate School
	Recommended Citation

	Anchorage to Oxford: Student Travels 4,500 Miles for Graduate School - Ole Miss News

