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ABSTRACT

JACKSON SEPKO: AGaSWLQJ, OYHUFRPLQJ, aQG CRQQHFWLQJ: HRZ CROOHJH SSRUWV SRFLaO MHGLa
RHVSRQGHG WR COVID-19

(UQGHU WKH GLUHFWLRQ RI DHbbLH HaOO)

TKLV SURMHFW, LQVSLUHG b\ WKH UHVHaUFKHU¶V RZQ H[SHULHQFH aV a GLJLWaO PHGLa PaUNHWLQJ

aVVLVWaQW IRU OOH MLVV AWKOHWLFV, LQYHVWLJaWHV KRZ FHUWaLQ NCAA WHaP aFFRXQWV JUHZ WKHLU VRFLaO

PHGLa HQJaJHPHQW LQ WKH 2020-21 VHaVRQV GHVSLWH WKH FKaOOHQJHV aQG LQWHUUXSWLRQV RI

COVID-19. FLUVW, PHWULFV IURP GaWa aQaO\WLFV ILUP SNXOOSSaUNV ZHUH aQaO\]HG WR GHWHUPLQH

ZKLFK aFFRXQWV LQFUHaVHG WKHLU HQJaJHPHQW PHWULFV WKH PRVW RU SHUIRUPHG VWURQJO\ FRPSaUHG WR

WKHLU SHHUV. TKHQ, WKRVH aFFRXQWV¶ SRVWV ZHUH aQaO\]HG XVLQJ CURZGTaQJOH, a FaFHbRRN-RZQHG

GaWa aQaO\WLFV WRRO, aQG XVLQJ TZLWWHU¶V aGYaQFHG VHaUFK IHaWXUHV WR VHH ZKLFK SRVWV

RYHUSHUIRUPHG FRPSaUHG WR HaFK aFFRXQW¶V aYHUaJH SRVWV.

FURP WKHUH, ZLWK aQ XQGHUVWaQGLQJ RI ZKLFK FRQWHQW W\SHV SHUIRUPHG bHVW RQ HaFK

aFFRXQW, aWKOHWLF GHSaUWPHQW SHUVRQQHO bHKLQG HaFK aFFRXQW ZHUH LQWHUYLHZHG. IQWHUYLHZV ZHUH

FRQGXFWHG ZLWK WKH LQGLYLGXaOV PaQaJLQJ aFFRXQWV IRU WKH baVHbaOO aQG IRRWbaOO WHaPV aW WKH

UQLYHUVLW\ RI MLVVLVVLSSL (OOH MLVV), WKH UQLYHUVLW\ RI AUNaQVaV¶ IRRWbaOO aQG PHQ¶V baVNHWbaOO

SURJUaPV, WKH UQLYHUVLW\ RI KHQWXFN\¶V PHQ¶V baVNHWbaOO WHaP, WKH UQLYHUVLW\ RI AOabaPa¶V

IRRWbaOO SURJUaP, aQG WKH IRRWbaOO WHaP aW WKH UQLYHUVLW\ RI SRXWKHUQ CaOLIRUQLa (USC). TKLV

WKHVLV FRPSLOHV WKH UHVXOWV IURP WKLV SURFHVV. TKHVH VFKRROV LOOXVWUaWH WKH LPSRUWaQFH RI

XQGHUVWaQGLQJ WKHLU aXGLHQFH aQG PLVVLRQ, ZKLFK WKH\ GR b\ UHPaLQLQJ IOH[LbOH, KaYLQJ a FRQWHQW

GLVWULbXWLRQ SOaQ, aQG RSWLPL]LQJ aQG XQGHUVWaQGLQJ HaFK VRFLaO PHGLa SOaWIRUP.
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Topic Introduction and Research Process

TKe QRYeO cRURQaYLUXV caXVed WKe caQceOaWLRQ Rf WKe VSULQg 2020 NCAA VSRUWV VeaVRQ

aQd LQWeUUXSWed aQd LPSacWed WKe 2020-21 faOO, ZLQWeU, aQd VSULQg VeaVRQV. TeaPV faced deOa\ed

VWaUWV, VKRUWeQed VeaVRQV, aQd caQceOed gaPeV. FRU faQV, COVID-19 SURWRcROV UedXced VWadLXP

caSacLWLeV aQd caQceOed acWLYLWLeV OLNe WaLOgaWLQg, baQd SeUfRUPaQceV, aQd SUegaPe WeOeYLVLRQ aQd

UadLR VKRZV ZLWK VSecWaWRU aXdLeQceV.

TKeVe cKaQgeV Pade WKe UROe Rf VRcLaO PedLa eYeQ PRUe LPSRUWaQW WKaQ LW aOUead\ ZaV.

TeaP accRXQWV NeeS fROORZeUV LQfRUPed, KeOS WKeP bXLOd cRQQecWLRQV ZLWK SOa\eUV aQd cRacKeV,

aQd WaNe WKeP beKLQd WKe VceQeV Rf WKe SURgUaPV WKe\ ORYe. TKe UQLYeUVLW\ Rf AOabaPa¶V fRRWbaOO

SURgUaP, fRU LQVWaQce, aWWUacWV a OaUge aQd deYRWed faQ fROORZLQg. TKe WeaP¶V IQVWagUaP

(@AOabaPaFBL), TZLWWeU (@AOabaPaFTBL), aQd FacebRRN (³AOabaPa FRRWbaOO´) accRXQWV

eacK bRaVW RYeU RQe PLOOLRQ fROORZeUV. DUeZ COaaVVeQ LV WKe DLUecWRU Rf DLgLWaO SWUaWeg\ fRU

AOabaPa AWKOeWLcV. ³YRX KaYe PRUe SeRSOe XVLQg WKeLU VRcLaO PedLa accRXQWV aV a VecRQd

[WeOeYLVLRQ] VcUeeQ,´ COaaVVeQ VaLd Rf LQcUeaVed UeOLaQce RQ VRcLaO PedLa.

TKaW ³VecRQd VcUeeQ´ becaPe a YaOXed VRXUce Rf facWXaO, XS-WR-daWe LQfRUPaWLRQ, aV 139

UegXOaU VeaVRQ gaPeV ZeUe caQceOed RU SRVWSRQed dXe WR COVID-19 (CRbb, eW aO.). IW aOVR

becaPe a OLfeOLQe cRQQecWLQg faQV, PaQ\ Rf ZKRP ZeUe XVed WR beLQg LQ WKe VWaQdV bXW fRXQd

WKePVeOYeV VWXcN aW KRPe, WR WKeLU WeaPV.

IQdeed, a VWXd\ SXbOLVKed b\ cRQVXPeU daWa fLUP SWaWLVWa VKRZV WKaW aYeUage daLO\ VRcLaO

PedLa XVe LQ WKe UQLWed SWaWeV LQcUeaVed fURP 56 PLQXWeV LQ 2019 WR 65 PLQXWeV LQ 2020 ± a

PXcK VKaUSeU LQcUeaVe WKaQ WKe WZR-PLQXWe ULVe fURP 2018 WR 2019 (SWaWLVWa ReVeaUcK
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DeSaUWPeQW). WKLOe VRcLaO PedLa becaPe YLWaOO\ LPSRUWaQW LQ WKe 2020-21 cROOege VSRUWV VeaVRQ,

PaLQWaLQLQg a cRQVLVWeQW, eQgagLQg, aQd aQaO\WLcaOO\ VXcceVVfXO dLgLWaO SUeVeQce ZaV

XQdeUVWaQdabO\ PRUe cKaOOeQgLQg WKaQ eYeU. TKLV ZRUN aLPV WR LQYeVWLgaWe KRZ VeYeUaO VSRUWV

SURgUaPV gUeZ RU VXVWaLQed WKeLU VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce dXULQg WKLV COVID-19-LPSacWed VeaVRQ.

SNXOOSSaUNV, aQ aQaO\WLcV fLUP WKaW SaUWQeUV ZLWK RYeU 160 NCAA aWKOeWLc deSaUWPeQWV,

SURdXceV UeSRUWV RQ VRcLaO PedLa LQWeUacWLRQV acURVV aOO Rf cROOege VSRUWV (³AbRXW SNXOOSSaUNV´).

TKe gURXS cRPSLOeV daWa RQ LQWeUacWLRQV fURP CURZdTaQgOe aQd OSeQdRUVe, WZR RWKeU

cRPSaQLeV deaOLQg ZLWK VRcLaO PedLa aQd bUaQdLQg (³SNXOOSSaUNV AQaO\WLcV FAQV´). TKXV,

SNXOOSSaUNV defLQeV LQWeUacWLRQV aV CURZdTaQgOe aQd OSeQdRUVe dR: OLNeV aQd UeWZeeWV RQ

TZLWWeU; OLNeV aQd cRPPeQWV RQ IQVWagUaP; aQd UeacWLRQV (e.g. OLNe, ORYe, OaXgKLQg, eWc.),

cRPPeQWV, aQd VKaUeV RQ FacebRRN (³SNXOOSSaUNV AQaO\WLcV FAQV´). AddLWLRQaOO\, SNXOOSSaUNV

XVeV WKe WeUP ³LQWeUacWLRQV,´ ZKLOe CURZdTaQgOe VRPeWLPeV XVeV WKe WeUP ³eQgagePeQWV´ WR

UefeU WR WKe VaPe PeWULc (³AbRXW UV´). TKLV UeVeaUcK aOVR XVeV WKe WZR WeUPV LQWeUcKaQgeabO\.

AddLWLRQaOO\, SNXOOSSaUNV RQO\ PeaVXUeV LQWeUacWLRQV fRU RULgLQaO SRVWV, QRW cRQWeQW WKaW WeaP

accRXQWV VKaUe RU UeWZeeW (³SNXOOSSaUNV AQaO\WLcV FAQV´).

SNXOOSSaUNV¶ aQaO\WLcV UeSRUWV ZeUe cRQVXOWed WR LdeQWLf\ WeaP accRXQWV WKaW gUeZ WKeLU

LQWeUacWLRQV WKe PRVW deVSLWe WKe cKaOOeQgeV SUeVeQWed b\ COVID-19. AddLWLRQaOO\, SNXOOSSaUNV¶

UeSRUWV VKRZ WKaW OaUge, eVWabOLVKed bUaQdV OLNe ONOaKRPa aQd MLcKLgaQ LQ fRRWbaOO aQd NRUWK

CaUROLQa aQd DXNe LQ PeQ¶V baVNeWbaOO, VaZ WKeLU LQWeUacWLRQV faOO VXbVWaQWLaOO\ LQ 2020 (³AOO 130

FBS´; ³TRS 150 NCAA´). SXcK OaUge bUaQdV caQ aWWUacW PRUe caVXaO faQV, ZKR Pa\ QRW KaYe a

deeS ePRWLRQaO LQYeVWPeQW LQ WKe WeaPV WKe\ fROORZ. IW LV WKeUefRUe cRQceLYabOe WKaW VXcK faQV

becaPe OeVV LQWeUeVWed LQ fROORZLQg VSRUWV dXe WR SaQdePLc dLVUXSWLRQV. TKXV, KLVWRULcaOO\

eVWabOLVKed bUaQdV WKaW geQeUaWed a YeU\ OaUge QXPbeU Rf UaZ LQWeUacWLRQV aQd VaZ \eaU-RYeU-\eaU

2



gURZWK (RU cRPSaUaWLYeO\ PRdeVW decOLQe) LQ LQWeUacWLRQV ZeUe aOVR cRQVXOWed. TKeLU LQcOXVLRQ

aOORZV WKLV UeVeaUcK WR cRYeU a bURadeU cURVV-VecWLRQ Rf cROOege aWKOeWLcV b\ VXUYe\LQg KLVWRULc

SRZeUV aQd XS-aQd-cRPLQg bUaQdV aOLNe. IW VKRXOd aOVR be QRWed WKaW fLQaO LQcOXVLRQ Rf VcKRROV LQ

WKLV SURMecW ZaV OLPLWed b\ ZKLcK VcKRROV UeWXUQed UeTXeVWV fRU cRQWacW.

TKeQ, WKRVe WeaPV¶ accRXQWV ZeUe aQaO\]ed XVLQg CURZdTaQgOe aQd TZLWWeU¶V adYaQced

VeaUcK fXQcWLRQV WR fLQd WKeLU PRVW VXcceVVfXO SRVWV aQd eVWabOLVK VRPe XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf WKeLU

YRLce aQd VWUaWeg\. UVeUV caQ cUeaWe OLVWV WR VRUW dLffeUeQW accRXQWV RQ CURZdTaQgOe aQd WKeQ

aQaO\]e ZKLcK SRVWV aUe RYeU-SeUfRUPLQg ± WKaW LV, geQeUaWLQg dLVSURSRUWLRQaWeO\ PRUe

LQWeUacWLRQV ± cRPSaUed WR WKe RWKeUV LQ WKe OLVW. TKLV feaWXUe VRUWV SRVWV b\ KRZ VWURQgO\ WKe\

RYeUSeUfRUPed cRPSaUed WR WKe aYeUage SRVW RYeU a VeOecWed daWe UaQge. FRU WKLV UeVeaUcK, eacK

accRXQW aQaO\]ed ZaV SOaced LQ a OLVW Rf LWV RZQ, aOORZLQg CURZdTaQgOe WR aQaO\]e ZKLcK SRVWV

RQ eacK LQdLYLdXaO accRXQW SeUfRUPed WKe beVW cRPSaUed WR WKe UeVW Rf WKaW accRXQW¶V cRQWeQW.

IQVWagUaP PeWULcV ZeUe aQaO\]ed LQ WKLV Za\. SLQce CURZdTaQgOe RQO\ aQaO\]eV IQVWagUaP aQd

FacebRRN daWa, TZLWWeU PeWULcV ZeUe aQaO\]ed XVLQg adYaQced VeaUcK feaWXUeV WKaW LdeQWLf\ WZeeWV

ZLWK a ceUWaLQ QXPbeU Rf OLNeV.

WKLOe SNXOOSSaUNV SURdXceV daWa RQ a caOeQdaU \eaU baVLV, QRW aOO VSRUWV VeaVRQV fLW LQWR a

caOeQdaU \eaU. TKXV, WKe SRVWV aQaO\]ed cRPe fURP MaUcK 2020 WR MaUcK 2021, caSWXULQg a fXOO

\eaU Rf COVID-19-LPSacWed cRQWeQW. TKe eQdSRLQW Rf MaUcK 2021 aOVR cRLQcLdeV ZLWK WKe

cRQcOXVLRQ Rf baVNeWbaOO VeaVRQ ± WKe YeU\ SRSXOaU NCAA MeQ¶V BaVNeWbaOO TRXUQaPeQW,

dXbbed MaUcK MadQeVV.

AddLWLRQaOO\, SNXOOSSaUNV¶ daWa VKRZV WKaW PRVW LQWeUacWLRQV cRPe fURP IQVWagUaP aQd

TZLWWeU aQd WKaW VRPe VcKRROV dR QRW XVe RU ePSKaVL]e FacebRRN (³AOO 130 FBS´; ³TRS 130

CROOege BaVebaOO´; ³150 NCAA MeQ'V´). MRUeRYeU, WKe VKaUed fXQcWLRQaOLW\ Rf IQVWagUaP aQd
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FacebRRN aOORZV IQVWagUaP SRVWV WR be SRVWed dLUecWO\ WR FacebRRN. TKXV, WKLV UeVeaUcK fRcXVeV

RQ IQVWagUaP aQd TZLWWeU daWa.

HaYLQg LdeQWLfLed accRXQWV WKaW VaZ VXcceVV LQ WKe COVID-19-LPSacWed 2020-21 VeaVRQ

aQd aQaO\]ed WKeLU cRQWeQW WR gaLQ faPLOLaULW\ ZLWK WKeLU VWUaWeg\, aWKOeWLc deSaUWPeQW RffLcLaOV

PaQagLQg WKeVe accRXQWV ZeUe WKeQ LQWeUYLeZed. TKeVe LQWeUYLeZV, SaLUed ZLWK e[aPSOeV Rf

cRQWeQW fURP eacK accRXQW, Oed WR a VeULeV Rf caVe VWXdLeV. FURP WKeUe, WKe UeVeaUcK cRQcOXdeV

ZLWK beVW SUacWLceV RbVeUYed fURP WKeVe VXcceVVfXO accRXQWV. TKeUe LV QR RQe ULgKW Za\ WR

SeUfRUP VXcK cUeaWLYe ZRUN aV VRcLaO PedLa PaUNeWLQg, bXW WKeVe SURfeVVLRQaOV aQd WKe accRXQWV

WKe\ UXQ SUeVeQW VWURQg bOXeSULQWV fRU VXcceVVfXOO\ eQgagLQg faQV LQ a dLffLcXOW aQd XQXVXaO WLPe.

4



Ole Miss Baseball

WKeQ COVID-19 fLUVW VWUXcN WKe UQLWed SWaWeV RQ a OaUge VcaOe, WKe 2020 cROOege baVebaOO

VeaVRQ ZaV MXVW URXQdLQg LQWR LWV VecRQd PRQWK. AW OOe MLVV, a KLgK-fO\LQg RffeQVe aQd eOLWe

SLWcKLQg VWaff ORfWed WKe RebeOV WR aV KLgK aV WKLUd QaWLRQaOO\ b\ WKe WLPe WKe VeaVRQ ZaV cXW VKRUW

(³CROOegLaWe BaVebaOO DLY 1 PROO´).

HaYLQg a dUeaP VeaVRQ defeUUed ZaV deYaVWaWLQg fRU SOa\eUV aQd faQV aOLNe. IW aOVR gaYe

WKe VcKRRO¶V VRcLaO PedLa PaUNeWLQg effRUWV a XQLTXe cKaOOeQge ± fLOOLQg WKe YRLd LQ ZKLcK a

VeaVRQ VKRXOd be WaNLQg SOace. ³OXU bLggeVW VWUaWeg\ ZaV fLQdLQg Za\V fRU SeRSOe WR VWLOO cRPe

WRgeWKeU RQ VRcLaO PedLa, VLQce Ze'Ue aOO aW KRPe,´ OOe MLVV AVVRcLaWe DLUecWRU fRU DLgLWaO

SWUaWeg\ aQd FaQ E[SeULeQce JaQLce RXbbeUW VaLd Rf WKLV WLPe.

OOe MLVV PaQaged WR VWa\ cRQQecWed ZLWK LWV faQV ± aQd acWXaOO\ VaZ VXbVWaQWLaO gURZWK

LQ LWV VRcLaO PedLa PeWULcV. IQ WKe caOeQdaU \eaU 2020, eQgagePeQWV URVe b\ RYeU 414,000

cRPSaUed WR 2019 ± WKe KLgKeVW WRWaO LQcUeaVe LQ WKe cRXQWU\ aQd a gURZWK UaWe Rf 44% (³TRS 130

CROOege BaVebaOO´).

OQe Rf WKe PRVW VXcceVVfXO

cRQQecWLRQ SRLQWV OOe MLVV fRXQd dXULQg

WKe COVID-19 VKXWdRZQ caPe fURP

SXOOLQg RQ faQV¶ KeaUWVWULQgV. AbRXW WKUee

ZeeNV LQWR WKe VKXWdRZQ, OOe MLVV

UeOeaVed a YLdeR WULbXWe WR LWV 2020 WeaP
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QaUUaWed b\ beORYed DeaQ Rf SWXdeQWV EPeULWXV SSaUN\ ReaUdRQ (FLJ. 1). TKe YLdeR¶V WLWOe, ³TKe

LRYe WLOO NeYeU Be GRQe,´ LV a QRd WR OOe MLVV¶ fLfWK LQQLQg WUadLWLRQ Rf SOa\LQg ³LRYe LV

GRQe´ b\ DaYLd GXeWWa aQd CKULV WLOOLV. TKe YLdeR gaUQeUed RYeU 2,600 OLNeV, PaNLQg LW WKe

accRXQW¶V WKLUd-PRVW OLNed WZeeW Rf WKe VWXd\, aQd LW geQeUaWed RYeU 177,000 YLeZV (FLJ. 1).

TKe YLdeR, ZULWWeQ aV a KeaUWfeOW VKRZ Rf aSSUecLaWLRQ fURP a faQ¶V SeUVSecWLYe, KeOSed

gLYe YRLce WR ZKaW faQV ZeUe feeOLQg LQ a WLPe Rf bRWK dLVaSSRLQWPeQW aQd XQceUWaLQW\. RXbbeUW

VaLd WKe VWUaWeg\ fRU cRQWeQW OLNe WKLV SLece ZaV WaONLQg dLUecWO\ WR faQV. WLWK PeVVageV OLNe ³Ze

PLVV \RX´ aQd ³Ze¶OO be bacN VRRQ,´ OOe MLVV¶ baVebaOO VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce ZaV deVLgQed QRW

MXVW WR cRQQecW ZLWK faQV LQ a SeULRd Rf LVROaWLRQ, bXW WR be a ³beacRQ Rf KRSe,´ VKe VaLd.

AddLWLRQaOO\, OOe MLVV VWURYe WR bXLOd KXPaQ UeOaWLRQVKLSV WKURXgK ORQgfRUP cRQWeQW.

IQVWagUaP LLYe feaWXUeV ZLWK cRacKeV aQd SOa\eUV dXULQg WKe VKXWdRZQ ZeUe QRW WKe

KLgKeVW-SeUfRUPLQg cRQWeQW LWePV becaXVe WKe\ aWWUacWed a PRUe QLcKe, KLgKO\ dedLcaWed

aXdLeQce, bXW WKe\ dLd KeOS faQV eVWabOLVK a cRQQecWLRQ ZLWK WKe WeaP, RXbbeUW VaLd.

SKe aOVR cUedLWed TKH SHaVRQ, OOe MLVV¶ LQ-KRXVe beKLQd-WKe-VceQeV SURdXcWLRQ WKaW

fROORZV WKe RebeOV¶ WeaPV, aV ³WKe WKLQg WKaW cUeaWeV VXcK a bLg UeOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK RXU SOa\eUV aQd

RXU faQV aQd geWV faQV fURP aOO RYeU WKe cRXQWU\ WR be a SaUW Rf RXU SURgUaP.´ IQdeed, fURP HeQU\

UOOULcK ± a \RXQg bR\ fURP IOOLQRLV baWWOLQg DXcKeQe PXVcXOaU d\VWURSK\ ZKR gUeZ LQWR a

beORYed OOe MLVV VXSeUfaQ ± WR VWaUWLQg SLWcKeU DeUeN DLaPRQd ± a CaOLfRUQLa QaWLYe ± PaQ\

LPSRUWaQW OOe MLVV fLgXUeV cUedLW WKe SURdXcWLRQ ZLWK eVWabOLVKLQg VRPe Rf WKeLU fLUVW cRQQecWLRQV

WR WKe VcKRRO (³SXSeU HeQU\´; ³CaOLfRUQLa RHP´). TKe SURgUaP aLUV ZeeNO\ RQ ESPNU, UegLRQaO

aQd ORcaO affLOLaWeV, YRXTXbe, aQd FacebRRN, aOORZLQg a ZLde UeacK (³AbRXW ± TKe SeaVRQ´).

³I dRQ'W WKLQN \RX caQ aOZa\V caOcXOaWe WKe TXaOLW\ aQd WKe LPSacW Rf a SLece Rf cRQWeQW

MXVW baVed Rff Rf eQgagePeQW QXPbeUV,´ RXbbeUW added. IQ addLWLRQ WR KeOSLQg aWWUacW SeRSOe WR
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OOe MLVV, TKH SHaVRQ aOVR KeOSV eVWabOLVK SOa\eUV¶

SeUVRQaOLWLeV, PaNLQg WKeP PRUe UeOaWabOe ± aQd

WKXV eaVLeU fRU faQV WR cRQQecW ZLWK. FRU LQVWaQce,

baVebaOO RXWfLeOdeU aQd fRRWbaOO TXaUWeUbacN-

WXUQed-UeceLYeU JRKQ RK\V POXPOee LV a faQ

faYRULWe LQ O[fRUd dXe WR KLV RXWgRLQg SeUVRQaOLW\,

ZKLcK VKLQeV WKURXgK WKe SURdXcWLRQ. IQ JXQe

2020, a OLgKWKeaUWed IQVWagUaP YLdeR Rf KLP

eaWLQg a SeaQXW bXWWeU aQd MeOO\ VaQdZLcK LQ WKe

dXgRXW geQeUaWed 1.5 WLPeV PRUe eQgagePeQWV

WKaQ WKe accRXQW¶V aYeUage SRVW dXULQg WKe VWXd\ (FLJ. 2; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

WKeQ dLVcXVVLQg bUaQdLQg a VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce aURXQd a WeaP, RXbbeUW VaLd OOe MLVV

fRXQd ZKaW ³PaNeV WKeP XQLTXe aQd ZKaW cRQQecWV ZLWK RXU faQV . . . aQd WKeQ [KaYe] NLQd Rf

WaNeQ aQd UaQ ZLWK LW ± OLNe baVebaOO'V a ORW PRUe gRRf\, a ORW PRUe fXQ, a OLWWOe bLW PRUe

OLgKWKeaUWed [aQd] faPLO\-OLNe.´ AV ORQgfRUP cRQWeQW OLNe TKH SHaVRQ aQd IQVWagUaP LLYe YLdeRV

KeOSV e[SRVe faQV WR SOa\eUV¶ SeUVRQaOLWLeV, VKRUWeU cRQWeQW ± ZKeWKeU LW be LQ-gaPe SRVWV RU

RffVeaVRQ ³fLOOeU´ cRQWeQW OLNe WKe POXPOee YLdeR ± caQ PLUURU WKe SeUVRQaOLW\ Rf WKe WeaPV.

SXcK fLOOeU cRQWeQW becaPe LQcUeaVLQgO\ LPSRUWaQW ZLWK a OeQgWKeQed RffVeaVRQ aQd SeRSOe

beLQg VWXcN aW KRPe ZLWK OLWWOe RXWVLde eQWeUWaLQPeQW. MRUeRYeU, OOe MLVV¶ baVebaOO VRcLaO PedLa

SUeVeQce Pade VXcceVVfXO cRQQecWLRQV ZLWK faQV befRUe WKe VKXWdRZQ, aOORZLQg WKeP WR addUeVV

WKe cKaOOeQge Rf a VKRUWeQed VeaVRQ fURP a SRVLWLRQ Rf VWUeQgWK. TKaW VXcceVV caPe fURP beLQg

WLPeO\ aQd beLQg PLQdfXO Rf ZKeQ aQd KRZ RWKeUV VSeQd WLPe RQ VRcLaO PedLa. ³YRX'Ue KRW RQ

ZKaWeYeU VRcLaO PedLa fRU a ceUWaLQ aPRXQW Rf WLPe, OLNe a gaPe da\,´ RXbbeUW VaLd. SKe aOVR
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QRWed, ³YRXU caSWLRQ LV NLQd Rf OLNe a WeaVeU WR WKe UeVW Rf \RXU cRQWeQW. PeRSOe aUeQ'W [RQ VRcLaO

PedLa] WR Uead aQ eQWLUe QRYeO RU a QeZV aUWLcOe.´ TKXV, OOe MLVV VXcceeded bRWK b\ beLQg WLPeO\

aQd UeVSecWLQg XVeUV¶ WLPe.

TaNe OOe MLVV¶ VecRQd-PRVW-OLNed WZeeW

Rf WKe VWXd\ fRU e[aPSOe (FLJ. 3). IQ WKe RSeQLQg

ZeeNeQd Rf WKe VeaVRQ, WKe RebeOV caPe bacN

fURP aQ RSeQLQg QLgKW defeaW WR ZLQ WZR

cRQVecXWLYe gaPeV WR cOLQcK a VeULeV ZLQ RYeU

WRS-UaQNed LRXLVYLOOe. TKe WeaP accRXQW SRVWed a

YLdeR Rf WZR RebeO LQfLeOdeUV ceOebUaWLQg ZLWK a

cKRUeRgUaSKed MXPSLQg KLgK-fLYe, caSWLRQed ZLWK MXVW a VLQgOe ePRML (FLJ. 3). TKe SRVW ZaV

WLPeO\, VLPSOe, aQd UeSUeVeQWaWLYe Rf WKe WeaP¶V fXQ SeUVRQaOLW\; WKeUefRUe LW SeUfRUPed ZeOO.

BXLOdLQg a VXcceVVfXO VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce dXULQg WKe VKRUWeQed VeaVRQ aOVR aOORZed OOe

MLVV WR PRUe effecWLYeO\ UeacK faQV dXULQg WKe WeaP¶V UeWXUQ WR SOa\ LQ 2021. OOe MLVV Oed WKe

QaWLRQ LQ aWWeQdaQce aV faQV UeWXUQed WR VWadLXPV, aQd faQV aOVR VeW a VcKRRO UecRUd fRU ZeeNeQd

aWWeQdaQce (³SSULQg 2022 fRUecaVW´; ³33,423 faQV´). SXcK OaUge aWWeQdaQce fLgXUeV gLYe baVebaOO

± QRW WUadLWLRQaOO\ a UeYeQXe VSRUW fRU XQLYeUVLWLeV ± a cKaQce WR bUeaN eYeQ RU WXUQ a SURfLW aW OOe

MLVV (DeOOeQgeU). WKLOe WKeVe QXPbeUV aUe ceUWaLQO\ QRW RZed VROeO\ WR a VXcceVVfXO VRcLaO PedLa

SUeVeQce, faQV aUe QaWXUaOO\ PRUe OLNeO\ WR VWa\ aW KRPe Lf WKe\ becRPe dLVeQgaged fURP WKe

WeaP. TKXV, OOe MLVV¶ VRcLaO PedLa effRUWV KeOSed WKe SURgUaP VWa\ cRQQecWed ZLWK LWV

VXSSRUWeUV, bXLOdLQg faQ VXSSRUW KeadLQg LQWR a PRUe QRUPaO 2021 VeaVRQ.
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Ole Miss Football

JXVW acURVV WKe VWUeeW fURP SZa\]e FLeOd, OOe MLVV¶ baVebaOO VWadLXP, VLWV

VaXgKW-HePLQgZa\ SWadLXP, ZKeUe WKe RebeOV SOa\ fRRWbaOO. A QeZ Kead cRacK gUaced WKe

VLdeOLQeV dXULQg WKe COVID-19-LPSacWed 2020 VeaVRQ, aV LaQe KLffLQ WRRN RYeU WKe SURgUaP LQ

DecePbeU 2019. IQWURdXcLQg a QeZ Kead cRacK WR faQV aQd ePbUacLQg WKe SeUVRQaOLW\ Ke gaYe WR

WKe WeaP added bRWK a cKaOOeQge aQd aQ RSSRUWXQLW\ WR OOe MLVV¶ 2020 fRRWbaOO VRcLaO PedLa

VWUaWeg\. TKe RebeOV gUeZ WKeLU eQgagePeQWV b\ 90% \eaU-RYeU-\eaU, WKe 14WK-KLgKeVW LQcUeaVe

QaWLRQaOO\ (³AOO 130 FBS´).

OOe MLVV AVVRcLaWe DLUecWRU fRU DLgLWaO SWUaWeg\ aQd

FaQ E[SeULeQce JaQLce RXbbeUW aOVR addUeVVed WKe deSaUWPeQW¶V

SKLORVRSK\ fRU fRRWbaOO. WLWK faQ aWWeQdaQce caSSed aW 25% fRU

aOO OOe MLVV KRPe gaPeV aQd WKe fabOed GURYe cORVed WR

WaLOgaWeUV, VKe VaLd SUegaPe cRQWeQW becaPe PRUe LPSRUWaQW LQ

2020. FRU e[aPSOe, OOe MLVV¶ QLQWK-PRVW RYeUSeUfRUPLQg

IQVWagUaP SRVW Rf WKe VWXd\ feaWXUed a SKRWR aQd YLdeR Rf

KLffLQ aUULYLQg aW WKe VWadLXP ZeaULQg WKe SURfeVVLRQaO MeUVe\ Rf UecRUd-VeWWLQg fRUPeU RebeO

UeceLYeU A.J. BURZQ (FLJ. 4; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). RXbbeUW VaLd PRUe LQ-gaPe cRQWeQW ZaV aOVR a

fRcXV. WLWK WKe gRaO Rf geQeUaWLQg PRUe cRQWeQW acURVV aOO SKaVeV Rf WKe gaPe, OOe MLVV SURYLded

PRUe RSSRUWXQLWLeV fRU faQV WR cRQQecW ZLWK WKe SURgUaP ZKLOe SK\VLcaOO\ aZa\ fURP gaPeV. FRU

LQVWaQce, LQ SXUVXLW Rf WKLV gRaO, OOe MLVV SRVWed WR IQVWagUaP 16 WLPeV WKe da\ Rf WKe SURgUaP¶V

ZLQ LQ WKe 2021 OXWbacN BRZO.
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OOe MLVV¶ VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce aOVR XQdRXbWedO\ beQefLWed fURP WKe aVVRcLaWLRQ ZLWK

KLffLQ. He bRaVWV RYeU 500,000 TZLWWeU fROORZeUV (@LaQe_KLffLQ) aQd aOVR becaPe aQ acWLYe

IQVWagUaP XVeU (@TKeReaOLaQeKLffLQ) aURXQd WKe VWaUW Rf WKe 2021 VeaVRQ. ³A ORW Rf LW caPe

ZLWK KLffLQ,´ RXbbeUW VaLd Rf WKe WeaP¶V VRcLaO PedLa VWUaWeg\. SKe cUedLWed KLV SeUVRQaOLW\ ZLWK

LQVSLULQg aQ ³edg\´ aQd ³fXQ´ aSSURacK, ZKLcK VKe VaLd KaV a ³SaUW\´ aeVWKeWLc. SKe QRWed,

³TKeUe'V RbYLRXVO\ a YeU\ fLQe OLQe, bXW WKe PRUe edg\, WKe beWWeU.´ TKe PaUNeWLQg WeaP¶V ePbUace

Rf KLffLQ¶V SeUVRQaOLW\ cUeaWeV a XQLfLed fURQW aQd aOORZV faQV WR feeO OLNe WKe\ aUe SaUW Rf WKe

SURgUaP KLffLQ LV bXLOdLQg b\ cRPPXQLcaWLQg WR WKeP LQ KLV OaQgXage aQd VW\Oe.

OOe MLVV¶ PRVW-OLNed WZeeW Rf WKLV VWXd\, ZLWK RYeU 31,000 OLNeV, ZaV aOVR RQe Rf LWV

edgLeVW (FLJ. 6). PeQQ SWaWe¶V fRRWbaOO accRXQW WZeeWed a gUaSKLc UeadLQg, ³A PeQQ SWaWeU KaV

aSSeaUed LQ eYeU\ SXSeU BRZO,´ LQ OaUge OeWWeUV, ZLWK ³e[ceSW fRU fLYe VLQce 1967´ LQ YeU\ VPaOO

W\Se XQdeUQeaWK (FLJ. 5). OQOLQe PRcNeU\ eQVXed (GaWWR). OOe MLVV MRLQed ZLWK a UeVSRQVe

UeadLQg, ³AQ OOe MLVV RebeO KaV ZRQ eYeU\ SXSeU BRZO,´ LQ OaUge W\Se aQd ³e[ceSW fRU WKe RQeV

WKe\ dLdQ¶W´ LQ VPaOO OeWWeULQg XQdeUQeaWK (FLJ. 6). OOe MLVV aQd PeQQ SWaWe dR QRW VKaUe aQ\

KLVWRU\ RU ULYaOU\, \eW OOe MLVV WRRN WKe RSSRUWXQLW\ WR SaUWLcLSaWe LQ a WUeQdLQg cRQYeUVaWLRQ,

fXUWKeU eQgagLQg ZLWK WKe cROOege fRRWbaOO aXdLeQce. TKLV UeVSRQVe ± aQd, LQdeed, eYeQ KaYLQg a

UeVSRQVe ± VKRZed KRZ OOe MLVV ePbUaced LWV Kead cRacK¶V RQOLQe SeUVRQa.
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HaYLQg a VeQVe Rf KXPRU aQd VeOf-deSUecaWLRQ LV aOPRVW PaQdaWRU\ ZKeQ WaNLQg WKLV

aSSURacK, KRZeYeU. OOe MLVV¶ acWLRQV dXULQg WKe 2021 VeaVRQ, ZKLcK fROORZed WKLV LQWeUYLeZ

ZLWK RXbbeUW, dePRQVWUaWe WKaW. KLffLQ TXLSSed, ³GeW \RXU SRScRUQ Uead\,´ LQ KLV LQWeUYLeZ

befRUe WKe RebeOV¶ gaPe aW AOabaPa, bXW OOe MLVV

dLd QRW VcRUe XQWLO WKe WKLUd TXaUWeU, geQeUaWLQg

SOeQW\ Rf PRcNeU\ (GaVWeOXP). AccRUdLQgO\, OOe

MLVV SaVVed RXW SRScRUQ WR WKe fLUVW 5,000 faQV aW

WKe WeaP¶V Qe[W KRPe gaPe, aQQRXQcLQg WKe

SURPRWLRQ ZLWK a gUaSKLc feaWXULQg a

deMecWed-ORRNLQg KLffLQ KROdLQg a bXcNeW Rf SRScRUQ (FLJ. 7).

IQdeed, KLffLQ LV ceQWUaO WR OOe MLVV¶ bUaQdLQg. RXbbeUW VaLd WKaW ZKeQ fRRWage Rf KLV

aUULYaO WR KLV fLUVW gaPe aV Kead cRacK RYeUSeUfRUPed, LW

becaPe aSSaUeQW WKaW ³SeRSOe cOeaUO\ caUe abRXW ZKaW¶V

gRLQg RQ ZLWK KLP.´ FURP WKaW SRLQW RQZaUd, OOe MLVV

ePSKaVL]ed LWV cRacK eYeQ PRUe LQ LWV RQOLQe

cRPPXQLcaWLRQ. MXcK Rf WKaW effRUW caPe ZLWK KeOS fURP

KLffLQ¶V RZQ bUaQdLQg VaYY\. FRU LQVWaQce, KLffLQ cRacKed

ZeaULQg PaVNV SULQWed ZLWK WKe QaPeV aQd QXPbeUV Rf

SRSXOaU fRUPeU OOe MLVV SOa\eUV RQ WKeP, aQ Ldea Ke Kad

RQ KLV RZQ (FLJ. 8). ³IW¶V aOO KLP,´ RXbbeUW VaLd Rf

VSRQWaQeRXV decLVLRQV OLNe WKaW. ³He LV fXQ, aQd LW¶V aQ eaV\ Za\ WR bUaQd KLP.´

EPbUacLQg WKeLU TXLcN-ZLWWed cRacK UeTXLUeV SOeQW\ Rf SUeSaUaWRU\ ZRUN RQ WKe SaUW Rf WKe

RebeOV¶ VRcLaO PedLa WeaP, WKRXgK. ³CRPLQg XS ZLWK WKRVe WKLQgV aKead Rf WLPe [LV VR LPSRUWaQW]
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becaXVe WKe bLggeVW WKLQg RQ VRcLaO PedLa LV beLQg WLPeO\,´ RXbbeUW VaLd. IPPedLaWeO\ afWeU

defeaWLQg SRXWK CaUROLQa, fRU e[aPSOe, OOe MLVV SRVWed a YLdeR Rf B-UROO fRRWage Rf SOa\eUV

daQcLQg WKaW ZaV VeW WR DaUXde¶V ³SaQdVWRUP´ (FLJ. 9). TKe WecKQR aQWKeP LV a KLW LQ VWadLXPV

acURVV WKe cRXQWU\, bXW LW LV aQ LQVWLWXWLRQ aW SRXWK CaUROLQa.

IURQLcaOO\, WKe VRQg becaPe a GaPecRcNV WUadLWLRQ LQ a 2009

YLcWRU\ RYeU aQ OOe MLVV fRRWbaOO WeaP UaQNed LQ WKe WRS fLYe.

ESPN¶V DaYLd WLOVRQ SURYLdeV aQ RUaO KLVWRU\: WLWK OOe MLVV

dRZQ VL[ SRLQWV ZLWK 1:39 OefW LQ WKe gaPe, WKe GaPecRcNV

VacNed WKe RebeOV¶ TXaUWeUbacN RQ WKLUd dRZQ aQd 12 (WLOVRQ).

³SaQdVWRUP´ SOa\ed; WKe VWadLXP ZaV ZKLSSed LQWR a fUeQ]\; aQd

OOe MLVV, MaUUed b\ WKe VceQe, cRPPLWWed a SeQaOW\ aQd WKeQ WXUQed WKe baOO RYeU RQ dRZQV RQ WKe

Qe[W SOa\ (WLOVRQ). TKe RebeOV e[acWed WKeLU UeYeQge 11 \eaUV OaWeU, aQd RXbbeUW cUedLWV WKe

SRVW¶V VXcceVV ± RYeU 800 OLNeV aQd 67,000 YLeZV ± WR LWV WLPeOLQeVV: ³TKaW ZRXOdQ¶W KLW Lf \RX

SRVWed LW MRQda\.´

OYeUaOO, RXbbeUW aWWULbXWed OOe MLVV¶ VRcLaO PedLa VXcceVV WR ³beLQg PRUe cUeaWLYe aQd

edg\, beLQg PRUe WLPeO\ ZLWK RXU cRQWeQW, aQd XWLOL]LQg a ORW

PRUe Rf RXU cRQWeQW.´ A SRVW WKaW eQcaSVXOaWeV aOO Rf WKeVe

TXaOLWLeV LV aQ edLWed LPage Rf KLffLQ KROdLQg WKe GROdeQ Egg

± WKe WURSK\ gLYeQ aQQXaOO\ WR WKe ZLQQeU Rf WKe OOe

MLVV-MLVVLVVLSSL SWaWe fRRWbaOO gaPe ± ZLWK ³DaPQ RLgKW,´

ZULWWeQ beORZ LW (FLJ. 10). TKLV VWaWePeQW UefeUeQceV OOe

MLVV¶ VcKRRO cKeeU, WKe HRWW\ TRdd\: IW begLQV, ³AUe \RX

Uead\?,´ WR ZKLcK WKe UeVSRQVe LV, ³HeOO \eaK, daPQ ULgKW!´

12

Jackson Sepko
Fig. 9

Jackson Sepko
Fig. 10



TKe SRVW ZaV edg\, XQLTXe, aQd WLPeO\, aV LW ZaV SRVWed ULgKW afWeU WKe gaPe eQded. OQ

IQVWagUaP, LW geQeUaWed 4.1 WLPeV aV PaQ\ eQgagePeQWV aV WKe aYeUage SRVW fURP WKe OOe MLVV

fRRWbaOO WeaP accRXQW dXULQg WKe VWXd\ (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). CUeaWLQg WKLV W\Se Rf cRQWeQW

KeOSed OOe MLVV VWa\ eQgaged ZLWK LWV cRUe faQ gURXS, Ue-eQgage ZLWK WKRVe RQ WKe SeULSKeU\ Rf

WKe faQ baVe afWeU a feZ dLffLcXOW VeaVRQV, aQd e[SaQd LWV UeacK.
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Arkansas Football

AW WKe UQLYeUVLW\ Rf AUNaQVaV, WKe fRRWbaOO WeaP aOVR faced WKe cKaOOeQge aQd RSSRUWXQLW\

Rf LQWURdXcLQg a QeZ Kead cRacK, SaP PLWWPaQ, aOO ZKLOe UeVSRQdLQg WR WKe dLffLcXOWLeV Rf a

VeaVRQ affecWed b\ COVID-19 . TKLV cRQfOXeQce Rf cKaQgeV gaYe AUNaQVaV a ³bOaQN VOaWe,´ VaLd

RacKaeO HaUULV, DLUecWRU Rf DLgLWaO SWUaWeg\ fRU AUNaQVaV AWKOeWLcV. AUNaQVaV¶ eQgagePeQW RQ LWV

fRRWbaOO WeaP accRXQWV gUeZ b\ 84% fURP 2019 WR 2020, accRUdLQg WR SNXOOSSaUNV, WKe

17WK-OaUgeVW SeUceQWage LQcUeaVe QaWLRQaOO\ (³AOO 130 FBS´).

TKe VRcLaO PedLa VWUaWeg\ LV ³dULYeQ b\ WKe Kead cRacK, WKeLU SeUVRQaOLW\, aQd WKeLU

cRacKLQg VWaff,´ HaUULV VaLd. PLWWPaQ Kad beeQ aQ aVVLVWaQW cRacK aW AUNaQVaV befRUe aQd gUeZ

fRQd Rf WKe SOace WKeQ (FRUde). ³PLWWPaQ LV aQ AUNaQVaV gX\, VR LW PaNeV LW SUeWW\ eaV\ WR fLgXUe

RXW ZKaW WKe WRQe LV fRU WKaW accRXQW fRU VXUe,´ HaUULV QRWed. SKe added WKaW ³PRVW Rf WKe SeRSOe

WKaW KaYe KaQdV RQ WKaW accRXQW´ aUe aOVR fURP AUNaQVaV, VR ³Ze aOO UeaOO\ KaYe a VLgQLfLcaQW

XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf ZKR Ze¶Ue UeSUeVeQWLQg.´ WLWK VeePLQgO\ eYeU\RQe VSeQdLQg PRUe WLPe RQ

VRcLaO PedLa, aXWKeQWLc cRQWeQW PRUe effecWLYeO\ bURNe

WKURXgK WKe ³QRLVe.´ OQ IQVWagUaP, WKe VecRQd-KLgKeVW

SeUfRUPLQg SRVW Rf 2020 ZaV aQ LPage Rf PLWWPaQ

caSWLRQed, ³SaP PLWWPaQ. LLNe Lf \RX agUee´ (³SaP

PLWWPaQ´). IW geQeUaWed 5.1 WLPeV WKe eQgagePeQWV Rf WKe

aYeUage SRVW RQ WKe accRXQW WKaW \eaU (CURZdTaQgOe

TeaP). A gUaSKLc Rf PLWWPaQ¶V VSeecK WR KLV WeaP afWeU
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defeaWLQg OOe MLVV geQeUaWed 4.2 WLPeV WKe LQWeUacWLRQV Rf WKe accRXQW¶V aYeUage SRVW,  PaNLQg LW

WKe accRXQW¶V fRXUWK-KLgKeVW SeUfRUPLQg SRVW Rf WKe VWXd\ (FLJ. 11; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

LLNe OOe MLVV, AUNaQVaV aOVR cUeaWed

VRPe edg\ cRQWeQW. IQ a WUadLWLRQ VWaUWed b\

fRUPeU SOa\eU TRQ\ FeLQ, OOe MLVV UefeUV WR LWV

defeQVe aV WKe ³LaQdVKaUNV´ (³LaQdVKaUN´).

WKeQ AUNaQVaV¶V defeQVe UecRUded VL[

LQWeUceSWLRQV aQd a fXPbOe UecRYeU\ eQ URXWe WR a

YLcWRU\ RYeU OOe MLVV, WKe Ra]RUbacNV ZeUe TXLcN

WR SRVW a JaZV VSRRf gUaSKLc (FLJ. 12). TKLV SRVW

SURdXced 3.8 WLPeV WKe aYeUage LQWeUacWLRQV Rf

AUNaQVaV¶ IQVWagUaP SRVWV LQ WKe VWXd\ (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

AUNaQVaV aOVR NQRcNed Rff MLVVLVVLSSL

SWaWe LQ 2020. MSU Kead cRacK MLNe LeacK LV

NQRZQ fRU KLV ecceQWULc, ORQg-UXQQLQg RbVeVVLRQ

ZLWK SLUaWeV (ScKOabacK). AccRUdLQgO\, AUNaQVaV

SRVWed a gUaSKLc deSLcWLQg PLWWPaQ aV a SLUaWe

(FLJ. 13). TKe SRVW geQeUaWed RYeU 8,700 OLNeV RQ

TZLWWeU, WKe accRXQW¶V WKLUd-PRVW OLNed SRVW Rf WKe

VWXd\ (FLJ. 13). HaUULV cOaLPed WKe Ne\ WR WKe

VXcceVV Rf WKLV cRQWeQW LV SULRU SUeSaUaWLRQ.

³We'Ue gRLQg WR be Uead\ WR caSLWaOL]e RQ aQ\ RSSRUWXQLW\ WKaW cRPeV RXU Za\,´ VKe added. ³AQd

VR LW ZaV MXVW a ORW Rf SUeSaUaWLRQ RQ WKe fURQW eQd WKaW Ze aOO UeaOO\ bRXgKW LQWR.´
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³TKLV LV abRXW SaP PLWWPaQ, aQd Ke'V RXU cRacK,´ HaUULV VaLd Rf WKe cRQWeQW LWVeOf. ³We¶Ue

defLQed b\ WKLV SeUVRQaOLW\. SR ZLWKLQ WKaW Ze decLded WR PaNe VXUe WKaW aOO Rf WKaW VWXff ZaV

VWePPLQg fURP a SOace Rf ceOebUaWLQg ZKR Ze aUe, ceOebUaWLQg ZKR RXU Kead cRacK ZaV, aQd

ceOebUaWLQg WKe VXcceVV WKaW RXU WeaP ZaV KaYLQg.´

HRZ, WKeQ, dReV SRNLQg fXQ aW RWKeU VcKRROV ceOebUaWe ZKR AUNaQVaV LV? HaUULV SRLQWed WR

cRacKLQg VeaUcKeV aW AUNaQVaV aQd LWV SRXWKeaVWeUQ CRQfeUeQce ULYaOV WR e[SOaLQ. OOe MLVV,

AUNaQVaV, aQd MLVVLVVLSSL SWaWe eacK dLVPLVVed WKeLU cRacKeV afWeU ORVLQg caPSaLgQV LQ 2019,

aQd PaQ\ Rf WKe VaPe caQdLdaWeV ZeUe OLQNed WR eacK Rf WKRVe MRbV (HROW). OOe MLVV aQd

MLVVLVVLSSL SWaWe OaQded QaWLRQaOO\ QRWabOe QaPeV LQ LaQe KLffLQ aQd LeacK, UeVSecWLYeO\.

AUNaQVaV eQded XS KLULQg a cRPSaUaWLYeO\ XQKeUaOded WKeQ-aVVLVWaQW cRacK LQ PLWWPaQ ± aQd WKeQ

beaW OOe MLVV aQd MLVVLVVLSSL SWaWe LQ 2020. TKaW PLWWPaQ LV aQ ³AUNaQVaV gX\,´ aV HaUULV

deVcULbed KLP eaUOLeU LQ WKe LQWeUYLeZ, ceUWaLQO\ KeOSed KLP UebXLOd WKe cXOWXUe Rf AUNaQVaV¶

fRRWbaOO WeaP, gLYLQg Ra]RUbacN faQV UeaVRQ WR be SURXd afWeU VeYeUaO XQdeUacKLeYLQg \eaUV.

TR cUeaWe VXcceVVfXO cRQWeQW WKaW KeOSV cRQQecW faQV ZLWK WKe cXOWXUe Rf WKe WeaP, HaUULV

VaLd, ³HaYLQg a UeaOO\ cORVe UeOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKe WeaP LV cULWLcaO.´ SKe VSecLfLcaOO\ cLWed BURRNV

CRcNUeOO, AVVLVWaQW DLUecWRU Rf FRRWbaOO VLdeR aQd CUeaWLYe MedLa, aV LQWegUaO WR KeU

deSaUWPeQW¶V UeOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK WKe WeaP. HaYLQg VWURQg UeOaWLRQVKLSV LQVLde WKe SURgUaP ceUWaLQO\

KeOSed LQ gaWKeULQg aQd cUeaWLQg cRQWeQW, aV COVID-19 UeVWULcWLRQV NeSW WeaPV OaUgeO\ LVROaWed

fURP LQdLYLdXaOV QRW dLUecWO\ aVVRcLaWed ZLWK WKe SURgUaP (³COVID-19 GXLdaQce´). B\

ePbUacLQg LWV LdeQWLW\ ZLWK edgLQeVV, SULde, aQd WLPeOLQeVV, AUNaQVaV ZaV abOe WR bRWK VWUeQgWKeQ

cRQQecWLRQV aQd UecRQQecW ZLWK faQV, eYeQ WKRXgK QRW PaQ\ cRXOd acWXaOO\ aWWeQd gaPeV. TKLV

VXcceVV aOORZed WKe Ra]RUbacNV eQWeU 2021 LQ a SRVLWLRQ Rf VWUeQgWK ± bRWK RQ WKe fLeOd aQd LQ

WKeLU faQ eQgagePeQW effRUWV.
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Arkansas Men¶s Basketball

AUNaQVaV¶ fRRWbaOO SURgUaP ZaV QRW WKe VcKRRO¶V RQO\ WeaP WR VWaQd RXW LQ 2020. TKe

Ra]RUbacNV¶ PeQ¶V baVNeWbaOO WeaP adYaQced WR WKe TXaUWeUfLQaO URXQd ± cRPPRQO\ NQRZQ aV WKe

EOLWe ELgKW ± Rf WKe 68-WeaP NCAA TRXUQaPeQW, ZKLcK WRRN SOace LQ a COVID-19-Vafe ³bXbbOe´

(BRU]eOOR). AUNaQVaV Pade VWULdeV LQ LWV VRcLaO PedLa eQgagePeQW aV ZeOO. IQ WKe 2020 caOeQdaU

\eaU, AUNaQVaV geQeUaWed QeaUO\ 1.4 PLOOLRQ PRUe eQgagePeQWV WKaQ LW dLd LQ 2019, SeU

SNXOOSSaUNV (³150 NCAA MeQ'V´). SNXOOSSaUNV¶ daWa aOVR VKRZV WKaW AUNaQVaV¶ IQVWagUaP

eQgagePeQWV UaQNed aPRQg WKe WRS 25 LQ WKe QaWLRQ dXULQg WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ (³IQVWagUaP

SWUaWeg\´). RacKaeO HaUULV, DLUecWRU Rf DLgLWaO SWUaWeg\ fRU AUNaQVaV AWKOeWLcV, aOVR dLVcXVVed

AUNaQVaV¶ aSSURacK WR PeQ¶V baVNeWbaOO VRcLaO PedLa.

TKe 2020-21 caPSaLgQ PaUNed EULc MXVVeOPaQ¶V VecRQd VeaVRQ aV Kead cRacK Rf WKe

Ra]RUbacNV. ³[MXVVeOPaQ] LV YeU\ LQWR VRcLaO PedLa, VR I WKLQN becaXVe Rf WKaW, LW aOORZV XV WR

NLQd Rf PaWcK KLV eQeUg\,´ HaUULV VaLd.

³HLV bLg WKLQg LV eQeUg\, effRUW aQd eQWKXVLaVP, VR Ze bULQg eQeUg\, effRUW aQd eQWKXVLaVP

WR VRcLaO PedLa,´ HaUULV aOVR QRWed Rf MXVVeOPaQ. HLV SeUVRQaO XVe Rf VRcLaO PedLa ± Ke KaV

aPaVVed RYeU 100,000 TZLWWeU fROORZeUV (@EULcPMXVVeOPaQ) ± Pade KLP TXLWe aPeQabOe WR

AUNaQVaV¶ eQWKXVLaVWLc bUaQdLQg effRUWV, HaUULV VWaWed.

AUNaQVaV¶ 2020-21 VeaVRQ aOVR LQYROYed WKe XQLTXe cKaOOeQge Rf WKe NCAA TRXUQaPeQW

bXbbOe. TeaPV aQd WeaP-UeOaWed SeUVRQQeO ZeUe SXW LQ a VecOXded eQYLURQPeQW WR PLQLPL]e YLUXV

ULVN dXULQg WKe WRXUQaPeQW (BRU]eOOR). OQe gaPe ± a fLUVW URXQd PaWcKXS beWZeeQ OUegRQ aQd

VLUgLQLa CRPPRQZeaOWK (VCU) ± ZaV decOaUed a QR-cRQWeVW, ZLWK VCU bRZLQg RXW dXe WR
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COVID-19 SURWRcROV aQd OUegRQ adYaQcLQg (BRU]eOOR). DeVSLWe WKaW XQfRUWXQaWe eQd WR VCU¶V

VeaVRQ, WKe bXbbOe dLd LWV MRb KeaOWK-ZLVe, aOWKRXgK LW LQKeUeQWO\ Pade VRcLaO PedLa PaQageUV¶

MRbV PRUe dLffLcXOW.

WKeQ UefeUeQcLQg geQeUaO Ne\V WR cUeaWLQg VXcceVVfXO cRQWeQW, HaUULV VaLd, ³IW¶V gUeaW Lf

\RX geW aOO WKeVe aVVeWV aQd eYeU\WKLQg, bXW cRQWeQW LV PeaQLQgOeVV ZLWKRXW a dLVWULbXWLRQ SOaQ

becaXVe QR RQe'V gRLQg WR Vee LW.´ TeaPV ZeUe RQO\ aOORZed WZR PedLa VWaffeUV LQ WKe bXbbOe,

HaUULV VaLd, aQd faQ aWWeQdaQce ZaV OLPLWed. TKXV, KaYLQg a dLVWULbXWLRQ SOaQ ZaV SeUKaSV QeYeU

PRUe cULWLcaO ± \eW aOVR PRUe ORgLVWLcaOO\ cKaOOeQgLQg ± WKaQ dXULQg WKe 2021 NCAA TRXUQaPeQW.

AddLQg aQRWKeU cKaOOeQge WR cRQWeQW dLVWULbXWLRQ ZaV WKe NCAA¶V PedLa SROLc\, HaUULV

QRWed. WLWK feZ e[ceSWLRQV, VcKRROV aUe QRW aOORZed WR caSWXUe RU SRVW aQ\ cRQWeQW LQ WKe

RQ-cRXUW aUea aQd Pa\ RQO\ SRVW YLdeR KLgKOLgKWV WKaW WKe NCAA RU LWV bURadcaVW SaUWQeUV KaYe

aOUead\ SRVWed WKePVeOYeV (³MBB PROLc\´). ³FRcXV RQ WKe SUacWLceV, fRcXV RQ WKe SRVW-gaPe,

fRcXV RQ WKe ZaON-aURXQdV, XVe WKe VWXff WKaW Ze'Ue aOORZed WR XVe,´ ZaV HaUULV¶ KeU adYLce WR KeU

YLdeRgUaSKeU aQd SKRWRgUaSKeU LQVLde WKe bXbbOe.

A YLdeR Rf WKe SOa\eUV dRXVLQg MXVVeOPaQ aQd RQe aQRWKeU ZLWK ZaWeU LQ ceOebUaWLRQ

afWeU a ZLQ LQ WKe WRXUQaPeQW geQeUaWed 4.1 WLPeV WKe eQgagePeQWV Rf WKe aYeUage SRVW RQ WKe

WeaP¶V IQVWagUaP accRXQW dXULQg WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ (FLJ. 14; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). OQ TZLWWeU,

aQ LPage Rf a ceOebUaWRU\ SRVW-gaPe ePbUace afWeU WKe Ra]RUbacNV adYaQced WR WKe EOLWe ELgKW

ZaV WKe accRXQW¶V VecRQd-PRVW OLNed SRVW Rf WKe VeaVRQ (FLJ. 15). UVLQg WKeVe UeVRXUceV,

AUNaQVaV¶ cRQWeQW WeaP ZaV abOe WR caSWXUe Ne\ PRPeQWV Rf WKe baVNeWbaOO WeaP¶V KLVWRULc UXQ,

eYeQ ZLWK WKe COVID-19-UeOaWed OLPLWaWLRQV RQ LQ-SeUVRQ VWaffLQg aQd cRQWeQW XVage. ³TKeUe ZaV

a ORW Rf cRPPXQLcaWLRQ beWZeeQ Pe aQd RXU bRRWV RQ WKe gURXQd,´ HaUULV VaLd.

18



IQdeed, bacN KRPe LQ Fa\eWWeYLOOe, HaUULV aQd KeU

WeaP cUeaWed addLWLRQaO cRQWeQW, a SURceVV WKaW LQYROYed

aPSOe SUeSaUaWLRQ. AfWeU beaWLQg Te[aV TecK WR adYaQce WR

WKe SZeeW 16, WKe WeaP accRXQW SRVWed aQ edLWed SSRQJHERE

STXaUHSaQWV VceQe LQ ZKLcK SSRQgebRb WULeV WR bRaUd a bXV,

bXW WKe bXV SaVVeV KLP b\ (FLJ. 16). SSRQgebRb LV adRUQed

ZLWK a Te[aV TecK ORgR, aQd WKe bXV LV OabeOed WKe ³MXVV

BXV,´ a SRSXOaU QLcNQaPe fRU WKe SURgUaP afWeU

MXVVeOPaQ¶V QaPe. TKe SRVW geQeUaWed 2.1 WLPeV aV PaQ\

LQWeUacWLRQV aV WKe accRXQW¶V aYeUage SRVW LQ WKe VWXd\.

(CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). ³AOO WKe gUaSKLcV aQd aOO WKe cROOaWeUaO aQd aOO WKaW e[WUa VWXff WKaW Ze dLd,

agaLQ, WKaW ZaV [XV] beLQg SUeSaUed aQd beLQg Uead\ fRU XV WR ZLQ WKe ZKROe WLPe,´ HaUULV VaLd.

TKe VWURQg effRUW Rf AUNaQVaV¶ VRcLaO PedLa WeaP dXULQg WKe NCAA TRXUQaPeQW UXQ

VKRQe WKURXgK, aV WKe IQVWagUaP accRXQW¶V eLgKW PRVW RYeUSeUfRUPLQg SRVWV aOO caPe dXULQg WKe

WRXUQaPeQW (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). WLWK VXcK ZeOO WKRXgKW-RXW cRQWeQW, faQ eQWKXVLaVP UeacKed

QeZ OeYeOV, deVSLWe WKe LQabLOLW\ WR gaWKeU aW fXOO caSacLW\ aV a SK\VLcaO aXdLeQce.
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Kentuck\ Men¶s Basketball

AOVR LQ WKe SEC, QaWLRQaO SRZeUKRXVe KeQWXcN\, RQe Rf WKe PRVW faPed bUaQdV LQ

baVNeWbaOO, UecRUded a UaUe abVeQce fURP WKe NCAA TRXUQaPeQW LQ 2021. IQ WKe caOeQdaU \eaU

2020, WKe WLOdcaWV¶ accRXQWV UecRUded RYeU 11.7 PLOOLRQ VRcLaO PedLa eQgagePeQWV (³150 NCAA

MeQ'V´). TKLV QXPbeU ZaV WKe VecRQd-PRVW LQ WKe cRXQWU\, bXW a dURS Rf 9% fURP 2019, SeU

SNXOOSSaUNV (³150 NCAA MeQ'V´). HRZeYeU, feOORZ PaMRU bUaQdV VLUgLQLa, IQdLaQa, MLcKLgaQ,

NRUWK CaUROLQa, aQd DXNe aOO VaZ dURSV UaQgLQg fURP 33% WR 51% (³150 NCAA MeQ'V´).

MRUeRYeU, deVSLWe WKe dLffLcXOWLeV Rf COVID-19 aQd WKeLU VWUXggOeV RQ WKe cRXUW ± 9-16 RYeUaOO,

8-9 LQ WKe SEC ± WKe WLOdcaWV KeOd VeUYe aPRQg WKe WRS 25 SURgUaPV LQ IQVWagUaP eQgagePeQWV

fRU WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ aQd Kad WKe fRXUWK-PRVW LQWeUacWLRQV SeU SRVW (³IQVWagUaP SWUaWeg\´).

KeQWXcN\ AWKOeWLcV BUaQd aQd CRQWeQW AQaO\VW JacRb MRVW dLVcXVVed WKe RYeUaOO VWUaWeg\

Rf KeQWXcN\¶V PeQ¶V baVNeWbaOO VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce aQd adMXVWPeQWV Pade dXe WR COVID-19.

MRVW VaLd WKe WLOdcaWV¶ VWUaWeg\ UePaLQed cRQVLVWeQW RWKeU WKaQ VRPe ORgLVWLcaO adMXVWPeQWV dXe

WR YLUXV SURWRcROV.

MRVW bURNe dRZQ WKe VWUaWeg\ Rf WKe accRXQW LQWR WKUee SULPaU\ gRaOV: ³TeOOLQg WKe WeaP¶V

VWRU\ LQ WKe SOa\eUV aQd cRacKeV¶ YRLce b\ acceVVLQg aQd OeYeUagLQg WKe WUXVW aQd acceVV Ze KaYe

ZLWK WKe WeaP´; ³VeUYLQg RXU faQV ZLWK WKaW acceVV b\ SURYLdLQg PedLa cRQWeQW WKe\ cUaYe LQ WKeLU

faQdRP´; aQd ³VKRZLQg KRZ RXU SURgUaP LV cRRO [aQd] VKRZcaVLQg RXU eOLWe aWPRVSKeUe aQd WKe

fXQ Rf beLQg SaUW Rf WKe KeQWXcN\ baVNeWbaOO WeaP.´

FRU e[aPSOe, fRUPeU WLOdcaW aQd cXUUeQW NeZ YRUN KQLcN IPPaQXeO QXLcNOe\ ZaV aVNed

abRXW SOa\LQg LQ MadLVRQ STXaUe GaUdeQ, WKe KQLcNV¶ VWRULed aUeQa. IQ a YLdeR UeSRVWed WR
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KeQWXcN\¶V baVNeWbaOO WeaP accRXQW, Ke UeVSRQded WKaW Ke ZaV XVed WR SOa\LQg LQ fURQW Rf OaUge

cURZdV aW RXSS AUeQa, KeQWXcN\¶V KRPe (³I ZeQW WR´). WLWK RYeU 4,200 OLNeV, WKe WZeeW ZaV

KeQWXcN\¶V fRXUWK-PRVW OLNed Rf WKe VeaVRQ. HeUe, WKe accRXQW LV WeOOLQg a VWRU\ WKURXgK a SOa\eU¶V

SeUVSecWLYe, KLgKOLgKWLQg WKe gaPe da\ eQYLURQPeQW, aQd SUaLVLQg WKe VcKRRO¶V faQV ± fXOfLOOLQg

PXOWLSOe Rf MRVW¶V RbMecWLYeV.

TKe gRaO Rf XVLQg beKLQd-WKe-VceQeV acceVV WR VeUYe faQV UeTXLUed WKe OaUgeVW QXPbeU Rf

ORgLVWLcaO adMXVWPeQWV dXe WR COVID-19. MRVW cLWed WKe e[aPSOe Rf KeQWXcN\¶V QeZ ³DRRU WR

DRRU´ VeULeV. IQVWead Rf cRQdXcWLQg VLW-dRZQ LQdRRU LQWeUYLeZV, WKe WLOdcaWV¶ VRcLaO PedLa WeaP

cRQdXcWed RXWdRRU LQWeUYLeZV ZLWK WKe SOa\eUV dXULQg WKeLU

ZaONV fURP RQ-caPSXV KRXVLQg WR WKe WeaP facLOLW\. HeUe, aQ

LQWeUYLeZeU aVNV gXaUd/fRUZaUd ZaQ Pa\Qe VRPe aPXVLQg

LQWURdXcWRU\ TXeVWLRQV (FLJ. 17). TKeVe adMXVWPeQWV ZeUe

Qeeded becaXVe SOa\eUV aQd ³TLeU 1´ SeUVRQQeO ZeUe VXbMecW

WR UegXOaU COVID-19 WeVWLQg WR PaNe WeaP eYeQWV OLNe

SUacWLceV, fLOP VWXdLeV, aQd gaPeV ORgLVWLcaOO\ feaVLbOe, aQd

TLeU 1 cOaVVLfLcaWLRQ ZaV NeSW aV VPaOO aV SRVVLbOe

(³COVID-19 GXLdaQce´). IQ KeQWXcN\¶V caVe, WKe\ OeYeUaged

WKaW UeVWULcWLRQ LQWR cUeaWLYe QeZ cRQWeQW.

Be\RQd WKe SaQdePLc, KeQWXcN\¶V RQ-cRXUW UeVXOWV SRVed aQRWKeU cKaOOeQge WR LWV cRQWeQW

WeaP. ³We aOZa\V ZaQW WR acNQRZOedge UeaOLW\ LQ WKe gRRd WLPeV aQd bad,´ MRVW VaLd.

KeQWXcN\¶V VecRQd-PRVW OLNed WZeeW Rf WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ ZaV a VcRUe gUaSKLc fURP a ZLQ WKaW

bURNe a ORQg ORVLQg VWUeaN. AccRPSaQLed b\ a VOLgKWO\ VeOf-deSUecaWLQg caSWLRQ, LW gaUQeUed RYeU

4,600 OLNeV (FLJ. 18). MRVW aOVR QRWed WKaW WKe WLOdcaWV KaYe fRXQd YaOXe LQ ³VKRZLQg WKe WeaP
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geWWLQg bacN WR ZRUN fROORZLQg a ORVV.´ IQdeed, KeQWXcN\¶V KLgKeVW-SeUfRUPLQg IQVWagUaP SRVW ±

5.8 WLPeV WKe eQgagePeQWV Rf WKe WeaP¶V aYeUage SRVW dXULQg WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ ± ZaV a

beKLQd-WKe-VceQeV YLdeR Rf a fLOP VWXd\ fROORZLQg a ORVV (FLJ. 19; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

TKe VcRUe gUaSKLc aQd WKe beKLQd-WKe-VceQeV YLdeR aOVR LOOXVWUaWe KeQWXcN\¶V dLffeUeQW

aSSURacKeV WR TZLWWeU aQd IQVWagUaP. TZLWWeU LV ³PRUe cRQYeUVaWLRQaO´ aQd a ³bUeaNLQg QeZV

feed,´ ZKLOe KeQWXcN\¶V aSSURacK WR IQVWagUaP LQYROYeV ³PXcK PRUe aWWePSWLQg WR eQgage bUaQd

aeVWKeWLcV,´ MRVW VaLd. ³EOLWe´ aQd ³fXQ´ aUe bRWK deVLUed aeVWKeWLcV accRUdLQg WR MRVW, aQd

eQgagLQg ZLWK faQV aQd ceOebUaWLQg VXcceVVfXO aOXPQL aUe added gRaOV.

HaYLQg a faPRXV cRacK ZLWK a VWURQg VRcLaO PedLa SUeVeQce aOVR aLdV KeQWXcN\¶V effRUWV,

MRVW VaLd, eVSecLaOO\ aV COVID-19 VKXWdRZQV aQd aWWeQdaQce OLPLWaWLRQV LQcUeaVed VRcLaO

PedLa¶V UROe LQ faQ eQgagePeQW. Head cRacK JRKQ CaOLSaUL bRaVWV RYeU 1.5 PLOOLRQ TZLWWeU

fROORZeUV (@UKCRacKCaOLSaUL) aQd LV aQ acWLYe XVeU Rf WKe VLWe. ³He caQ gURZ RXU fRRWSULQW

ZKeQ Ze eQgage. He aOVR LV VR fXOO Rf LdeaV WKaW Ke'V VR gUeaW WR ZRUN ZLWK RQ WKe cUeaWLYe aQd

cRQWeQW PaQagePeQW fURQW,´ MRVW QRWed. ³[TKeUe LV] QeYeU a dXOO da\, aQd [Ke] PaNeV LW eaV\ WR

NeeS WKe cRQWeQW caOeQdaU fXOO.´
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TKe Za\ MRVW aQd KLV WeaP XVe CaOLSaUL LV fXUWKeU LQdLcaWLYe Rf KRZ WKe\ XVe dLffeUeQW

SOaWfRUPV. OQ TZLWWeU, a GIF Rf CaOLSaUL PRdeOed afWeU WKe ³DeaO WLWK IW´ PePe gaUQeUed RYeU

2,400 OLNeV (FLJ. 20). OQ IQVWagUaP, PeaQZKLOe, a YLdeR Rf CaOLSaUL¶V ePRWLRQaO FaceTLPe caOO

ZLWK fRUPeU WLOdcaW NLcN RLcKaUdV afWeU KLV VeOecWLRQ LQ WKe 2020 NBA DUafW geQeUaWed 3.7 WLPeV

WKe LQWeUacWLRQV Rf WKe accRXQW¶V aYeUage SRVW dXULQg WKe VWXd\, SeU CURZdTaQgOe (FLJ. 21;

CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). TKe WZeeW LV TXLcN, fXQ, aQd bLWLQg; ZKLOe WKe IQVWagUaP SRVW LV ORQgeU aQd

PRUe ePRWLRQaO.

UOWLPaWeO\, LW VeePV cOeaU WKaW KaYLQg a VWURQg bUaQd bXLOW WKURXgK \eaUV Rf VXcceVV, a

cRQVLVWeQW LdeQWLW\ RSWLPL]ed fRU dLffeUeQW SOaWfRUPV, aQd aQ eQgagLQg aQd VRcLaO PedLa VaYY\

Kead cRacK KeOSed KeQWXcN\ RYeUcRPe cKaOOeQgeV RQ aQd Rff WKe cRXUW LQ 2020-21.
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Alabama Football

SWLOO LQ WKe SEC ± bXW bacN RQ WKe gULdLURQ ± WKe UQLYeUVLW\ Rf AOabaPa¶V fRRWbaOO

SURgUaP LV RQe Rf WKe PRVW eVWabOLVKed aQd UeVSecWed bUaQdV LQ WKe VSRUW. WLWK a VcKedXOe aQd

gaPe da\ aWPRVSKeUe aOWeUed b\ COVID-19, WKe CULPVRQ TLde UecRUded aQ XQdefeaWed VeaVRQ

aQd ZRQ WKe QaWLRQaO cKaPSLRQVKLS LQ 2020. DeVSLWe aOUead\ KaYLQg a YeU\ VL]abOe VRcLaO PedLa

fROORZLQg, WKe\ VWLOO PaQaged WR LQcUeaVe WKeLU eQgagePeQWV b\ 7%, SeU SNXOOSSaUNV (³AOO 130

FBS´). WKLOe 7% gURZWK LV PRdeVW, AOabaPa UecRUded 15.4 PLOOLRQ LQWeUacWLRQV LQ 2020, WKe

fRXUWK-KLgKeVW LQ WKe cRXQWU\ (³AOO 130 FBS´). IW VKRXOd aOVR be QRWed WKaW WKe CROOege FRRWbaOO

POa\Rff ± WKe VSRUW¶V fRXU-WeaP cKaPSLRQVKLS WRXUQaPeQW ± RccXUUed LQ JaQXaU\ 2021, VR WKRVe

QXPbeUV dR QRW LQcOXde WKe cRQWeQW VXUURXQdLQg AOabaPa¶V QaWLRQaO WLWOe YLcWRU\.

BUaQdLQg a d\QaVWLc SURgUaP eQWaLOV a dLffeUeQW SURceVV WKaQ bUaQdLQg aQ XS-aQd-cRPLQg

SURgUaP. DUeZ COaaVVeQ, DLUecWRU Rf SWUaWegLc MaUNeWLQg fRU AOabaPa AWKOeWLcV, dLVcXVVed

AOabaPa¶V VRcLaO PedLa effRUWV. ³We PaNe VXUe WR aOZa\V KaYe a SRVLWLYe RXWORRN RQ WKLQgV . . .

We QeYeU SRNe aW RXU RSSRQeQW RU WaNe VKRWV aW WKeP,´ Ke

VaLd. ³IW'V UeaOO\ MXVW NLQd Rf fRcXVLQg RQ WaONLQg abRXW RXU

SURgUaP RYeUaOO.´

TKe HeLVPaQ TURSK\ LV gLYeQ aQQXaOO\ WR WKe PRVW

RXWVWaQdLQg SOa\eU ± aOPRVW aOZa\V aQ RffeQVLYe SOa\eU RQ a

ZLQQLQg WeaP ± LQ cROOege fRRWbaOO (³HeLVPaQ TURSK\´). AQ

IQVWagUaP SRVW Rf AOabaPa ZLde UeceLYeU DeVRQWa SPLWK

aQd TXaUWeUbacN Mac JRQeV aW WKe HeLVPaQ TURSK\
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ceUePRQ\ geQeUaWed 3.8 WLPeV PRUe LQWeUacWLRQV WKaQ WKe aYeUage SRVW RQ WKe WeaP¶V IQVWagUaP

accRXQW LQ WKe VWXd\ (FLJ. 22; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). SPLWK UeceLYed WKe HeLVPaQ aQd JRQeV ZaV a

feOORZ fLQaOLVW. TKe SRVW eQcaSVXOaWeV COaaVVeQ¶V VWUaWeg\ ZeOO: HaYLQg WZR HeLVPaQ fLQaOLVWV RQ

WKe VaPe URVWeU LV a WeVWaPeQW WR WKe LQcUedLbOe UecUXLWLQg aQd cRacKLQg acXPeQ Rf AOabaPa¶V

VWaff. TKLV cOeaQ, VLPSOe SRVW VXbWO\ Va\V, ³We¶Ue WKe beVW,´ ZLWKRXW acWXaOO\ Va\LQg LW.

MXcK Rf AOabaPa¶V cRQWeQW fROORZV WKaW VWUaWeg\. ³We aUe WU\LQg dLffeUeQW WKLQgV RU QeZ

VWUaWegLeV aOO WKe WLPe. IW Pa\ QRW be aV ULVN-WaNLQg aV VRPe ZLOO be becaXVe \RX aOPRVW dRQ'W KaYe

WR [WaNe ULVNV] aV PXcK ZKeQ \RX'Ye gRW WKaW bLg Rf a fROORZLQg,´ COaaVVeQ VaLd. WLWK VXcK a OaUge

fROORZLQg, Ke QRWed, ³We KaYe a ORW PRUe e\ebaOOV RQ XV, [VR] SeRSOe aUe TXLcN WR MXPS RQ RXU

PLVWaNeV RU WKLQgV WKaW dRQ'W gR ULgKW.´

EYeQ ZKeQ AOabaPa bUeaNV WKe PROd Rf cOeaQ,

cULVS, aQd VLPSOe cRQWeQW, LWV cRQWeQW VWLOO PaLQWaLQV WKaW

aeVWKeWLc ± MXVW ZLWK a WZLVW RU WZR. TaNe WKLV caUWRRQ

gUaSKLc ceOebUaWLQg TXaUWeUbacN TXa TagRYaLORa¶V VeOecWLRQ

b\ WKe MLaPL DROSKLQV LQ WKe NFL DUafW fRU e[aPSOe (FLJ.

23). IW VWLOO PaLQWaLQV WKe VaPe bUaQd aeVWKeWLcV aV PXcK Rf

AOabaPa¶V cRQWeQW, bXW WKe caUWRRQ WecKQLTXe PaNeV LW

VWaQd RXW PRUe WKaQ a WUadLWLRQaO LPage. IQdeed, LW

geQeUaWed 3.2 WLPeV aV PaQ\ LQWeUacWLRQV aV WKe aYeUage SRVW RQ WKe WeaP¶V IQVWagUaP accRXQW

dXULQg WKe VWXd\ (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

³YRX'Ue aOUead\ aQ eVWabOLVKed bUaQd aQd VR \RX MXVW NLQd Rf NeeS feedLQg WKe beaVW aQd LW

UROOV aORQg,´ COaaVVeQ VaLd Rf AOabaPa¶V VWUaWeg\. YeW, eYeQ ³beaVWV´ OLNe AOabaPa Kad WR adMXVW

ZKeQ COVID-19 KLW. AQ IQVWagUaP PSA fURP Kead cRacK NLcN SabaQ aW WKe VWaUW Rf WKe

25

Jackson Sepko
Fig. 23



VKXWdRZQ caSWLRQed ³#SWa\HRPeSWa\Safe´ geQeUaWed 4.0 WLPeV aV PaQ\ eQgagePeQWV aV

AOabaPa¶V aYeUage SRVW LQ WKe VWXd\ (³A SSecLaO MeVVage´; CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). AOabaPa XVed

WKe SRSXOaULW\ aQd LQfOXeQce Rf SabaQ WR geW SXbOLc KeaOWK PeVVagLQg acURVV. AW WKe VaPe WLPe,

COaaVVeQ VaLd AOabaPa dLd QRW ZaQW WR ³aOLeQaWe faQV´ ZLWK WRR PXcK QRQ-fRRWbaOO cRQWeQW.

HRZeYeU, AOabaPa dLd fLQd Za\V WR cRQQecW fRRWbaOO WR

WKe UaSLd cKaQgeV WR eYeU\da\ OLfe bURXgKW abRXW b\ COVID-19.

EaUO\ LQ WKe COVID-19 VKXWdRZQ, AOabaPa SRVWed ORQgfRUP

IGTV YLdeRV, OLNe cRRNLQg WXWRULaOV, fRU a VeULeV eQWLWOed

³#BaPaTRTKeHRXVe´ (FLJ. 24). COaaVVeQ VaLd WKaW ZKLOe WKeVe

YLdeRV ZeUe QRW AOabaPa¶V KLgKeVW SeUfRUPLQg cRQWeQW LWePV, WKe\

ZeUe QRW ³MXVW abRXW WKe eQWeUWaLQPeQW YaOXe.´ RaWKeU, WKe\ VeUYed

WR RffeU ³a dLffeUeQW SeUVSecWLYe Rf WKe W\SeV Rf WKLQgV WKaW Ze'Ue

abOe WR RffeU WKe VWXdeQW aWKOeWeV,´ Ke VaLd. IQ WKLV caVe, WKe YLdeRV

ZeUe Pade LQ AOabaPa¶V QeZ dLQLQg ceQWeU, VR WKe\ KLgKOLgKWed WKaW beQefLW Rf WKe SURgUaP, Ke

added.

COaaVVeQ VaLd WKaW WKe fRRWbaOO VWaff caUeV abRXW UecUXLWLQg, ZKLOe PaUNeWLQg-ZLVe, Ke

³caUeV abRXW WKe faQV aQd WU\LQg WR VeOO WLcNeWV aQd SXW bXWWV LQ VeaWV,´ VR KLV WeaP LV VeeNLQg a

baOaQce. FRU LQVWaQce, aQ IQVWagUaP YLdeR cRPPePRUaWLQg NaWLRQaO SLgQLQg Da\ VSOLced

WRgeWKeU YLdeRV Rf SURPLQeQW AOabaPa aOXPQL aQQRXQcLQg WKeLU cRPPLWPeQW WR WKe CULPVRQ

TLde ZLWK fRRWage Rf VRPe Rf WKeLU PRVW PePRUabOe SOa\V aW AOabaPa (FLJ. 25). (NaWLRQaO

SLgQLQg Da\ LV WKe da\ RQ ZKLcK KLgK VcKRRO SOa\eUV VLgQ OeWWeUV Rf LQWeQW, bLQdLQg WKePVeOYeV WR

a cROOege WeaP (³NaWLRQaO LeWWeU´).) TKe YLdeR geQeUaWed 5.2 WLPeV aV PaQ\ LQWeUacWLRQV aV

AOabaPa¶V aYeUage IQVWagUaP SRVW dXULQg WKe VWXd\, WKe WeaP¶V VecRQd-beVW SeUfRUPLQg
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IQVWagUaP SRVW Rf WKe \eaU (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP). TKLV W\Se Rf cRQWeQW VKRZV UecUXLWV WKe OegeQdV

LQ ZKRVe fRRWVWeSV WKe\ caQ fROORZ aQd UePLQdV faQV Rf WKe TXaOLW\ WaOeQW WKe\ geW WR ZaWcK

SeUfRUP RQ SaWXUda\V.

TKe NFL¶V UeOaWLRQVKLS ZLWK cROOege SURgUaPV RffeUV AOabaPa eYeQ PRUe UecUXLWLQg

cRQWeQW. ³We'Ue bOeVVed becaXVe WKe NFL KaV Kad aQ LQcUeaVe LQ dLVWULbXWLQg cRQWeQW WR WeaPV,´

COaaVVeQ VaLd. FRU e[aPSOe, AOabaPa XVed cRQWeQW WR ZKLcK WKe NFL KeOd RZQeUVKLS ULgKWV ZKeQ

LW SRVWed WKe SURfeVVLRQaO KLgKOLgKWV Rf fRUPeU CULPVRQ TLde VafeW\ MLQNaK FLW]SaWULcN

(FLJ. 26). TKLV cRQWeQW LWeP, SaUW Rf WKe NFL¶V cRXQWdRZQ Rf WKe OeagXe¶V WRS 100 SOa\eUV,

geQeUaWed 3.1 WLPeV aV PaQ\ eQgagePeQWV aV AOabaPa¶V aYeUage IQVWagUaP SRVW LQ WKe VWXd\

(CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

TKLV fRcXV RQ UecUXLWLQg KeOSV AOabaPa PaLQWaLQ LWV cRPSeWLWLYe adYaQWage RYeU LWV SeeUV.

CROOege UecUXLWV aUe aVVLgQed VWaU UaWLQgV b\ gURXSV OLNe 247SSRUWV (RZQed b\ CBS SSRUWV),

RLYaOV (a YaKRR! SURSeUW\), aQd ESPN. AccRUdLQg WR WKe 247SSRUWV WaOeQW LQde[, ZKLcK aQaO\]eV

WKe aYeUage VWaU UaWLQg Rf eYeU\ SOa\eU RQ a URVWeU acURVV WKRVe WKUee UaWLQg VeUYLceV, AOabaPa

bRaVWV WKe PRVW WaOeQWed URVWeU LQ cROOege fRRWbaOO (³2021 CROOege FRRWbaOO´).

IQ addLWLRQ WR WKe UecUXLWLQg aQgOe, COaaVVeQ VaLd AOabaPa¶V fRcXV LV bXLOdLQg a

cRQQecWLRQ beWZeeQ WKe WeaP aQd faQV, VRPeWKLQg WKaW becaPe eYeQ PRUe LPSRUWaQW aV
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COVID-19 NeSW PaQ\ faQV aZa\ fURP VWadLXPV aQd aOWeUed WKe gaPe da\ e[SeULeQce. ³IW'V MXVW

abRXW geWWLQg SeRSOe cORVeU WR WKe acWLRQ RU beKLQd WKe VceQeV cRQWeQW,´ Ke QRWed. WKeQ AOabaPa

ZRQ LWV VePLfLQaO gaPe LQ WKe CROOege FRRWbaOO POa\Rff, WKe VRcLaO PedLa WeaP gaYe WKe SOa\eUV

SKRQeV ZLWK ³VeOfLe VWLcNV,´ ZKLcK WKe\ XVed WR

UecRUd fLUVW-SeUVRQ YLdeRV Rf WKe RQ-fLeOd

ceOebUaWLRQV (FLJ. 27). A cRPSLOaWLRQ Rf WKRVe

YLdeRV geQeUaWed 4.9 WLPeV WKe LQWeUacWLRQV Rf

AOabaPa¶V aYeUage IQVWagUaP SRVW LQ WKe VWXd\

(CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

CRQWeQW OLNe WKaW YLdeR KeOSV WR KXPaQL]e WKe SOa\eUV aQd bULQg WKe faQV cORVeU WR WKe

acWLRQ. IW aOVR VeUYeV a PaUNeWLQg SXUSRVe. ³IW'V MXVW gLYLQg SeRSOe a SeUVSecWLYe aQd LW'V cUeaWLQg a

feaU Rf PLVVLQg RXW, VR WKaW WKe Qe[W WLPe WKe\'Ue OLNe, µMaQ, I ZLVK I'd gRQe WR WKaW gaPe,¶´

COaVVeQ VaLd. ³BXW WKeQ \RX aOVR KaYe WKLV faQ LQ CaOLfRUQLa WKaW caQ'W eYeU gR. AQd VR ZKaW \RX

ZaQW WR dR LV WUeaW WKeP OLNe, µI ZeQW WR WKLV gaPe RU I NQeZ ZKaW KaSSeQed aURXQd WKe gaPe

eYeQ WKRXgK I ZaVQ'W abOe WR [aWWeQd] SK\VLcaOO\.¶´

TKaW W\Se Rf cRQQecWLRQ OeadV WR cRQYeUVLRQ RSSRUWXQLWLeV aV faQV LdeQWLf\ ZLWK WKe bUaQd

AOabaPa KaV cUafWed. FRU e[aPSOe, AOabaPa SaUWQeUV ZLWK a cRPSaQ\ caOOed FaQaWLcV WR VeOO

RffLcLaOO\ OLceQVed WeaP geaU. COaaVVeQ VaLd WKe CULPVRQ TLde ³Kad RQe Rf WKe PRVW VXcceVVfXO

\eaUV LQ FaQaWLcV KLVWRU\ fRU a cROOege WeaP.´ He cUedLWed WKe VXcceVV WR QRW RQO\ WKe QaWLRQaO

cKaPSLRQVKLS, bXW aOVR WR WKe e[WUa PRQe\ PaQ\ faQV Kad fURP QRW bX\LQg WLcNeWV.

HaYLQg VXcK a OaUge bUaQd aOVR aOORZV UeYeQXe RSSRUWXQLWLeV LQ WKe fRUP Rf VSRQVRUed

cRQWeQW. COaaVVeQ caOOed VSRQVRUed cRQWeQW ³PRUe Rf a Wag-aORQg UaWKeU WKaQ WKe PaLQ dULYeU RU

WKe PaLQ fRcXV,´ addLQg WKaW VSRQVRUV aUe ³MXVW NLQd Rf aORQg fRU WKe ULde WR WaNe adYaQWage Rf
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[WKe bUaQd].´ FRU LQVWaQce, AOabaPa¶V fLQaO VcRUe gUaSKLc fURP WKe QaWLRQaO cKaPSLRQVKLS ZaV LWV

fRXUWK-PRVW OLNed WZeeW Rf WKe VWXd\ (FLJ. 28).

TKLV ceOebUaWRU\ PRPeQW WKaW ZaV VKaUed faU aQd

ZLde cRQWaLQed WKe ORgR Rf a VSRQVRU, HLbbeWW CLW\

GeaU, LQ WKe bRWWRP ULgKW, aOORZLQg AOabaPa WR

eaUQ UeYeQXe fURP WKe OaUge QXPbeU Rf

LQWeUacWLRQV aQd LPSUeVVLRQV geQeUaWed.

UOWLPaWeO\, eYeQ WKRXgK 2020 SUeVeQWed PaQ\

XQLTXe cKaOOeQgeV, AOabaPa ZaV abOe WR cRQWLQXe

³feedLQg WKe beaVW´ aQd Kad a VXcceVVfXO VeaVRQ

RQ WKe fLeOd aQd Rff Rf LW.
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USC Football

TKe fLQaO SURgUaP VXUYe\ed LV WKe UQLYeUVLW\ Rf SRXWKeUQ CaOLfRUQLa (USC), aQRWKeU

VWRULed cROOege fRRWbaOO bUaQd ± aObeLW RQe ZLWKRXW WKe UeceQW VXcceVV Rf AOabaPa. SaQWLQR

SWaQcaWR ± Head Rf CUeaWLYe aQd BUaQd SWUaWeg\ fRU J1S, a PaUNeWLQg ageQc\ ZLWK ZKLcK USC LV

cRQWUacWLQg ± dLVcXVVed WKe TURMaQV¶ VRcLaO PedLa aSSURacK. He SUeYLRXVO\ ZRUNed fRU GeRUgLa

TecK¶V fRRWbaOO SURgUaP aQd QRZ KeadV XS VRPe Rf USC¶V dLgLWaO effRUWV UePRWeO\ WKURXgK WKLV

WKLUd-SaUW\ UROe. USC¶V fRRWbaOO VRcLaO PedLa eQgagePeQWV URVe b\ 187% fURP 2019 WR 2020, WKe

OaUgeVW LQcUeaVe LQ WKe cRXQWU\ b\ SeUceQWage, SeU SNXOOSSaUNV (³AOO 130 FBS´).

PULRU WR 2019, USC XVed LWV PaLQ aWKOeWLcV accRXQW ± a VRcLaO PedLa accRXQW dedLcaWed WR

geQeUaO cRYeUage Rf aOO Rf WKe VcKRRO¶V WeaPV ± WR SURPRWe LWV fRRWbaOO WeaP, SWaQcaWR VaLd. TKe

VcKRRO WKeQ VWaUWed fRRWbaOO-RQO\ accRXQWV, aQd Ke VaLd WKaW ³eQgagePeQW ZaV SUeWW\ ORZ´ befRUe

WKe fRRWbaOO VWaff SaUWQeUed ZLWK J1S. TKaW SaUWQeUVKLS LQYROYed bXLOdLQg a bUaQd caOOed BLVD

SWXdLRV WR KeOS fRRWbaOO SOa\eUV caSLWaOL]e RQ QeZ PaUNeWLQg RSSRUWXQLWLeV (³USC FRRWbaOO aQd

J1S´). AfWeU VeYeUaO VWaWeV SaVVed OaZV gUaQWLQg cROOege aWKOeWeV WKe SRZeU WR PaUNeW WKeLU RZQ

QaPeV, LPageV, aQd OLNeQeVVeV (NIL) ± a SRZeU SUeYLRXVO\ UeVeUYed fRU WKe VcKRROV, WKe NCAA,

aQd WKeLU SaUWQeUV ± WKe NCAA RffLcLaOO\ PRYed LQ JXQe 2021 WR aOORZ WKLV W\Se Rf WKLUd-SaUW\

fLQaQcLaO cRPSeQVaWLRQ fRU SOa\eUV (³NCAA adRSWV LQWeULP´).

USC Va\V WKaW edXcaWLRQ RQ SeUVRQaO bUaQdLQg aQd fLQaQcLaO OLWeUac\, WUacNLQg Rf VRcLaO

PedLa aQaO\WLcV daWa, a bUaQd PaQagePeQW SURgUaP, aQd a ³bLg SLcWXUe aSSURacK´ WR ³bUaQd

QaUUaWLYe´ aUe WKe SLOOaUV Rf LWV NIL SOaQ (³USC FRRWbaOO aQd J1S´). RecUXLWLQg aWKOeWeV WR WKe
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PedLa-ULcK eQYLURQPeQW Rf LRV AQgeOeV LV cOeaUO\ aW WKe fRUefURQW Rf WKLV PLVVLRQ. AccRUdLQgO\,

USC aQd J1S deYeORSed WKe UecUXLWLQg KaVKWag, ³#BLVDBRXQd,´ ZKLcK LV ³a QRd WR WKe

SageaQWU\ aQd V\PbROLVP Rf WKe faPRXV bRXOeYaUdV WKaW defLQe LRV AQgeOeV aV WKe eSLceQWeU Rf

RSSRUWXQLW\ aQd eQWeUWaLQPeQW, SRVVLbLOLW\ aQd LPagLQaWLRQ,´ (³USC FRRWbaOO aQd J1S´).

TKe #BLVDBRXQd bUaQdLQg LQLWLaWLYe dULYeV PXcK Rf USC fRRWbaOO¶V VRcLaO PedLa

cRQWeQW, ZKLcK J1S aQd SWaQcaWR aUe KeOSLQg WR gURZ. SWaQcaWR cLWed WKe UeOaWLYe QeZQeVV Rf WKe

IQVWagUaP accRXQW aV a cRQWULbXWLQg facWRU WR USC¶V OaUge LQcUeaVe LQ eQgagePeQW. HRZeYeU, dXe

WR WKe PacLfLc-12 CRQfeUeQce¶V caQceOOaWLRQ Rf WKe 2020 VeaVRQ aQd VXbVeTXeQW UeYeUVaO Rf WKaW

decLVLRQ, USC RQO\ SOa\ed VL[ WRWaO gaPeV aQd dLd QRW VWaUW LWV VeaVRQ XQWLO NRYePbeU, PaNLQg

WKaW gURZWK PRUe QRWabOe LQ cRQWe[W (WeVW).

GLYeQ WKe UecUXLWLQg-dULYeQ UeOaWLRQVKLS beWZeeQ USC aQd J1S, SWaQcaWR XQVXUSULVLQgO\

Va\V, ³I ZLOO aOZa\V be UecUXLWLQg-fLUVW.´ TKLV SKLORVRSK\ SRVeV a cKaOOeQge, WKRXgK, aV cRQWeQW

WKaW aSSeaOV WR UecUXLWV PLgKW QRW QeceVVaULO\ aSSeaO WR faQV. SWaQcaWR QRWed WKaW faQV RfWeQ ³dRQ¶W

WUXO\ XQdeUVWaQd WKe LQWULcacLeV Rf ZKaW LW WaNeV WR UecUXLW a WRS 25, WRS 10 cOaVV.´ NRQeWKeOeVV, Ke

VaLd, ³RecUXLW fLUVW, aQd WKeQ eYeU\WKLQg fROORZV VXLW.´ SLQce WKeVe accRXQWV aUe UeOaWLYeO\ QeZ, LW

ZLOO be Rf LQWeUeVW WR caOcXOaWe KRZ WKLV VWUaWeg\ LPSacWV faQ LQWeUacWLRQ RYeU WLPe.

WKLOe USC¶V cRQWeQW Pa\ be PRUe geaUed WRZaUd a \RXQgeU, PRUe VRcLaO PedLa VaYY\

dePRgUaSKLc WKaQ WKaW Rf WKe aYeUage faQ, PXcK Rf LW VKRXOd VWLOO be aSSeaOLQg WR faQV. ³We OLNe WR

WaNe a OLfeVW\Oe aSSURacK WR WKe W\Se Rf cRQWeQW WKaW Ze cUeaWe aQd UeaOO\ VKRZ WKe aWPRVSKeUe aQd

WKe SOa\eUV¶ SeUVRQaOLWLeV,´ SWaQcaWR VaLd. FaQV aUe SaUW Rf WKaW aWPRVSKeUe aQd cXOWXUe Rf cRXUVe,

aQd cRQWeQW WKaW PaNeV SOa\eUV PRUe UeOaWabOe WR faQV ZLOO aOVR KeOS bRRVW WKe SOa\eUV¶ RZQ

bUaQdV. TKXV, LW LV SRVVLbOe WR caWeU WR faQV aQd UecUXLWV ZLWK WKe VaPe cRQWeQW.
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FRU LQVWaQce, USC cUeaWed a NaWLRQaO SLgQLQg Da\ YLdeR

fRU a UecUXLW LQ ZKLcK a faQ RSeQV aQ ESPN aOeUW abRXW a SOa\eU¶V

VLgQLQg, OeadLQg KLP WR aQ aUWLcOe abRXW KRZ WKe UecUXLW ZLOO

LPSacW WKe SURgUaP¶V cXOWXUe (FLJ. 29). TKLV W\Se Rf cRQWeQW

LQWegUaWeV faQV LQWR WKe PeVVagLQg VXUURXQdLQg UecUXLWLQg aQd

VKRZV WKeP WKaW WKe\ aUe a YaOXed SaUW Rf WKe SURgUaP, WRR. TKLV

IQVWagUaP feaWXUe geQeUaWed 2.5 WLPeV aV PaQ\ LQWeUacWLRQV aV

WKe aYeUage SRVW WR USC¶V IQVWagUaP accRXQW dXULQg WKe VWXd\ (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

RecUXLWLQg ZeOO aOVR KeOSV acKLeYe PaUNeWLQg RbMecWLYeV. ³IQ UeaOLW\, ZLQQLQg LV ZKaW LV

gRLQg WR dULYe WKRVe WLcNeW VaOeV aQd WKaW UeYeQXe. SR LQ RUdeU WR ZLQ, \RX Qeed UecUXLWV,´

SWaQcaWR UePaUNed. RecUXLWLQg QRZ e[WeQdV WR a cRacK¶V RZQ URVWeU, WRR. IQ ASULO 2021, WKe

NCAA adRSWed a RQe-WLPe SeQaOW\-fUee WUaQVfeU UXOe, aOORZLQg SOa\eUV WR eQWeU WKe VR-caOOed

³WUaQVfeU SRUWaO,´ fURP ZKLcK WKe\ caQ be VLgQed b\ aQRWKeU SURgUaP aQd cRPSeWe fRU WKaW VcKRRO

LPPedLaWeO\ (³D1 cRXQcLO adRSWV´). PUeYLRXVO\, XQdeUgUadXaWe SOa\eUV ZKR WUaQVfeUUed ZeUe

UeTXLUed WR VLW RXW fRU RQe \eaU befRUe SOa\LQg aW WKeLU QeZ VcKRRO, ZKLOe SOa\eUV ZKR Kad

gUadXaWed eaUO\ cRXOd WUaQVfeU eOVeZKeUe aQd SOa\ LPPedLaWeO\ (³OQe-WLPe WUaQVfeU´).

³OQce \RX KaYe WKe UecUXLWV, QRZ ZLWK WKe Za\ WKe WUaQVfeU SRUWaO LV, \RX KaYe WR PaVVage

aQd NeeS WKeP WKeUe aQd VWa\ WUXe WR WKe ZRUd \RX UecUXLWed WKeP RQ,´ SWaQcaWR VaLd. ScKRROV caQ

NeeS SOa\eUV KaSS\ b\ cUeaWLQg cRQWeQW ceQWeUed aURXQd WKeP, Ke added. USC dLVPLVVed HeOWRQ

aQd OaXQcKed a VeaUcK fRU a QeZ Kead cRacK LQ SeSWePbeU 2021 (afWeU WKLV LQWeUYLeZ), VR WKLV

RbMecWLYe ZLOO be SLYRWaO fRU USC¶V cRQWeQW WeaP LQ QaYLgaWLQg WKLV WUaQVLWLRQ.

BecaXVe UecUXLWLQg ZeOO ± aQd NeeSLQg cXUUeQW SOa\eUV KaSS\ ± QaWXUaOO\ LPSURYeV a

WeaP¶V cKaQceV Rf ZLQQLQg, SWaQcaWR VWaWed, ³If \RX cUeaWe fRU WKe beWWeUPeQW Rf WKe WeaP, \RXU
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cRQWeQW LV gRLQg WR dR YeU\, YeU\ ZeOO.´ He aOVR added WKaW LW LV LPSRUWaQW WR ³WaNe caUe Rf

eYeU\bRd\´ aQd ³PaNe VXUe eYeU\bRd\ feeOV ORYed,´ QRW MXVW WKe PRVW SURPLQeQW SOa\eUV.

MaNLQg cRQWeQW WKaW VWaQdV RXW ZKeQ a WeaP SOa\V QR gaPeV XQWLO WZR PRQWKV LQWR WKe

VeaVRQ aQd caQQRW SOa\ LQ fURQW Rf faQV LV a cKaOOeQge, WKRXgK. IQ 2019, LRXLVLaQa SWaWe

UQLYeUVLW\ (LSU) fRRWbaOO becaPe a VWaQdaUd-VeWWeU fRU LWV VRcLaO PedLa YLdeR SURdXcWLRQ, ZLWK

YLVXaOO\ aSSeaOLQg YLdeRV QaUUaWed b\ WKe OLNeV Rf DZa\Qe ³TKe RRcN´ JRKQVRQ WeOOLQg WKe VWRU\

Rf WKeLU QaWLRQaO cKaPSLRQVKLS VeaVRQ (ScRWW). USC KLUed RQe Rf WKe cUeaWLYe PLQdV beKLQd WKRVe

YLdeRV, SWaQcaWR VaLd, aQd eYeQ afWeU WKaW LQdLYLdXaO OefW, USC VWLOO XVed a VWUaWeg\ VLPLOaU WR

LSU¶V WR cUeaWe aSSeaOLQg cRQWeQW.

FRU e[aPSOe, USC UeOeaVed a K\Se YLdeR

fRU LWV cURVVWRZQ PaWcKXS ZLWK UCLA WKaW PL[ed

cLQePaWLc VKRWV Rf LRV AQgeOeV ZLWK YLdeRV Rf WKe

SOa\eUV VLQgLQg WKe VRQg WR ZKLcK WKe YLdeR LV VeW

(FLJ. 30). TKe YLdeR SURdXced 2.5 WLPeV aV PaQ\

eQgagePeQWV aV WKe aYeUage SRVW RQ USC¶V

IQVWagUaP dXULQg WKe VWXd\ (CURZdTaQgOe TeaP).

SWaQcaWR VaLd WKe Ne\V WR cUeaWLQg YLdeRV OLNe WKLV RQe aUe ³NQRZLQg \RXU [cUeaWLYe]

WeaP,´ ³ePSRZeULQg \RXU cUeaWLYeV WR dR ZKaW WKe\ dR beVW,´ aQd ³bXLOdLQg cadeQceV aURXQd

WKeLU VWUeQgWKV.´ He aOVR QRWed WKaW eacK cUeaWLYe LV dLffeUeQW aQd WKaW WKe VcKRRO cKaQgeV LWV

VWUaWeg\ VOLgKWO\ ZKeQ WKe deSaUWPeQW XQdeUgReV SeUVRQQeO cKaQgeV. UOWLPaWeO\, WKURXgK

ePbUacLQg cUeaWLYe WaOeQW aQd WKe HROO\ZRRd P\VWLTXe WKaW LWV ORcaWLRQ RffeUV, USC ZaV abOe WR

cUeaWe eQgagLQg VRcLaO PedLa cRQWeQW WR UeacK faQV aQd UecUXLWV aOLNe dXULQg a YROaWLOe WLPe.
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Conclusion

TKeUe LV QR RQe Za\ WR cUeaWe eQgagLQg VRcLaO PedLa cRQWeQW RU WR deaO ZLWK a cULVLV OLNe

COVID-19 ± PXcK OeVV WR dR bRWK aW WKe VaPe WLPe. TKXV, WKeVe VWXdLeV dR QRW cRQWaLQ eYeU\

ULgKW aQVZeU. HRZeYeU, WKe\ dR OeQd WKePVeOYeV WR a Ne\ WKePe: XQdeUVWaQd WKe aXdLeQce aQd WKe

PLVVLRQ.

RLVN-WaNLQg VKRZV KRZ VcKRROV XQdeUVWaQd ZKR WKeLU cRUe aXdLeQce LV aQd ZKaW WKRVe

faQV ZaQW. FRU e[aPSOe, aV RQe Rf fRRWbaOO¶V PRVW faPRXV bUaQdV, AOabaPa Pa\ WaNe feZeU ULVNV

ZLWK LWV cRQWeQW. CRQYeUVeO\, SURgUaPV OLNe OOe MLVV aQd AUNaQVaV WKaW KaYe eVWabOLVKed bUaQdV

bXW OacN AOabaPa¶V SRZeUKRXVe VWaWXV, Pa\ be eaUOLeU adRSWeUV Rf edg\ RU WUeQd\ cRQWeQW WKaQ

AOabaPa PLgKW be. SRPe SURgUaPV WRe WKe OLQe, WRR, SURYeUbLaOO\ VSeaNLQg. FRU e[aPSOe, USC

KaV a ULcK KLVWRU\ bXW OacNV AOabaPa¶V UeceQW VXcceVV. TKaW KLVWRU\ KaV Oed WKeP WR adRSW a

VOLgKWO\ PRUe cRQVeUYaWLYe aSSURacK, SaQWLQR SWaQcaWR Rf J1S, a PaUNeWLQg ageQc\ cRQWUacWLQg

ZLWK USC, VaLd. HRZeYeU, becaXVe Rf LWV UeOaWLYe OacN Rf UeceQW RQ-fLeOd VXcceVV, USC Qeeded a

bLW Rf a bUaQdLQg bUeaNWKURXgK WR PaLQWaLQ QRWRULeW\ LQ WKe VaWXUaWed LRV AQgeOeV PedLa PaUNeW.

IW ePbUaced edgLeU, WUeQdLeU cRQWeQW b\ OeaQLQg LQWR LWV HROO\ZRRd URRWV ZLWK cLQePaWLc YLdeR

SURdXcWLRQV aQd RWKeU cRQWeQW WaLORUed aURXQd a SRXWKeUQ CaOLfRUQLa OLfeVW\Oe.

AddLWLRQaOO\, COVID-19 cRPSOLcaWed VcKRROV¶ PLVVLRQ Rf XVLQg beKLQd-WKe-VceQeV

cRQWeQW WR UeacK faQV aQd KXPaQL]e SOa\eUV. TKXV, VcKRROV PXVW be fOe[LbOe aOZa\V ± eVSecLaOO\

LQ WLPeV Rf cULVLV RU dLVUXSWLRQ. KeQWXcN\¶V ³DRRU WR DRRU´ VeULeV SURYLdeV aQ e[aPSOe Rf a Vafe,

SUacWLcaO adMXVWPeQW ± PRYLQg VLW-dRZQ LQWURdXcWRU\ LQWeUYLeZV ZLWK SOa\eUV RXWdRRUV aQd
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LQWeUYLeZLQg WKeP RQ WKe ZaON fURP WKeLU dRUPV WR WKe WeaP¶V facLOLW\. TKLV cRQWeQW LWeP aOORZed

KeQWXcN\¶V VRcLaO PedLa WeaP aQd baVNeWbaOO SOa\eUV WR beWWeU SURWecW WKePVeOYeV fURP

COVID-19 aQd SURYLded a PRUe YLVXaOO\ LQWeUeVWLQg bacNdURS fRU aQ LQWeUYLeZ WKaQ WKaW Rf a

VWXdLR VLW-dRZQ.

ScKRROV caQ aOVR RYeUcRPe WKe dLffLcXOWLeV Rf COVID-19 b\ KaYLQg a dLVWULbXWLRQ SOaQ.

AUNaQVaV¶ RacKaeO HaUULV eVSecLaOO\ ePSKaVL]ed WKLV SRLQW becaXVe Rf KeU XQLTXe e[SeULeQce

ZLWK WKe NCAA TRXUQaPeQW bXbbOe. TKe Ra]RUbacNV faced UeVWULcWLRQV RQ VWaffLQg dXe WR WKe

VPaOO QXPbeU Rf LQdLYLdXaOV aOORZed LQ WKe bXbbOe aQd NCAA OLPLWaWLRQV RQ XVLQg LQ-gaPe

cRQWeQW. OYeUcRPLQg WKRVe RbVWacOeV WRRN gUeaW cRRUdLQaWLRQ beWZeeQ VWaff RQ WKe gURXQd aQd

bacN aW KRPe, aQd LW LQaUgXabO\ ZRUNed: AUNaQVaV¶ eLgKW KLgKeVW-SeUfRUPLQg IQVWagUaP SRVWV Rf

WKe 2020-21 VeaVRQ caPe dXULQg WKe WRXUQaPeQW, accRUdLQg WR CURZdTaQgOe (CURZdTaQgOe

TeaP).

FXUWKeUPRUe, ZLWK VRcLaO PedLa becRPLQg a PRUe LPSRUWaQW cRQQecWLRQ SRLQW beWZeeQ

WeaPV aQd faQV, VcKRROV Kad WR KaYe a SOaQ WR RSWLPL]e eacK SOaWfRUP. OOe MLVV¶ JaQLce RXbbeUW

VaLd, ³SRcLaO PedLa LVQ¶W RQe VL]e fLWV aOO.´ SKe added WKaW, WKeUefRUe, WeaPV caQQRW PaNe WKe VaPe

e[acW SRVW RQ dLffeUeQW SOaWfRUPV aQd e[SecW eacK SRVW WR SeUfRUP ZeOO. KeQWXcN\¶V JacRb MRVW

ecKRed WKaW VeQWLPeQW, aQd KeQWXcN\¶V cRQWeQW VKRZV KRZ WeaPV caQ adaSW WR dLffeUeQW

SOaWfRUPV. TZLWWeU LV PRUe cRQYeUVaWLRQaO aQd cXUUeQW, ZKLOe IQVWagUaP LV PRUe gURXQded LQ

YLVXaO aeVWKeWLcV. KeQWXcN\ XWLOL]eV Kead cRacK JRKQ CaOLSaUL acURVV bRWK SOaWfRUPV. OQ TZLWWeU, a

SRSXOaU SRVW XVed a KXPRURXV GIF Rf KLP WR ceOebUaWe WKe aUULYaO Rf KeQWXcN\¶V fLUVW gaPe Rf WKe

VeaVRQ. OQ IQVWagUaP, aQ RYeUSeUfRUPLQg SRVW LQYROYLQg CaOLSaUL ZaV a ORQgeU, KeaUWZaUPLQg

YLdeR Rf KLV FaceTLPe caOO ZLWK a SOa\eU ZKR Kad MXVW beeQ dUafWed LQWR WKe NBA. TKeVe
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adaSWaWLRQV VKRZ KRZ WeaPV caQ bXLOd RXW dLffeUeQW aVSecWV Rf a SeUVRQ RU WeaP¶V SeUVRQaOLW\ RQ

dLffeUeQW SOaWfRUPV.

SRcLaO PedLa¶V LQcUeaVed LPSRUWaQce aOVR PeaQV VcKRROV PXVW XQdeUVWaQd KRZ eacK

SOaWfRUP dULYeV cRQWeQW WR XVeUV. RXbbeUW dLVcXVVed WKe LPSRUWaQce Rf Oa\eULQg cRQWeQW RQ

IQVWagUaP ± fRU e[aPSOe, SRVWLQg a SKRWR aQd WKeQ a YLdeR LQ aQ IQVWagUaP SRVW cRQWaLQLQg

PXOWLSOe SLeceV Rf PedLa. DRLQg VR dUaZV XVeUV LQ ZLWK aQ aeVWKeWLcaOO\ SOeaVLQg SKRWR, aQd WKeQ

WKe\ VZLSe WR Vee WKe YLdeR. WLWK WKe YLdeR aSSeaULQg fLUVW, LW Pa\ aXWRPaWLcaOO\ begLQ SOa\LQg

eYeQ Lf WKe XVeU LV QRW \eW acWLYeO\ eQgaged ZLWK LW. TKLV WecKQLTXe ³aOPRVW WULcNV WKe aOgRULWKP´

becaXVe LW SUefeUV dLYeUVLfLed cRQWeQW, RXbbeUW VaLd. SKe aOVR added a WLS fURP DaQLeO ZeZde, OOe

MLVV¶ AVVLVWaQW AWKOeWLc DLUecWRU fRU DLgLWaO SWUaWeg\ aQd AQaO\WLcV. ZeZde QRWed WKaW

IQVWagUaP¶V aOgRULWKP VeePV WR SUefeU dLYeUVe cRQWeQW acURVV a feed. TKeUefRUe, WeaPV VKRXOd

SRVW a PL[WXUe Rf SKRWRV, YLdeRV, ORQgfRUP IGTV YLdeRV, UeeOV (VKRUW YLdeRV PRdeOed afWeU

SRSXOaU, UeOaWLYeO\ QeZ SOaWfRUP TLNTRN), aQd gaOOeULeV ZLWK PXOWLSOe SLeceV Rf PedLa.

UOWLPaWeO\, a cRPPRQ WKePe aPRQg eacK Rf WKeVe VcKRROV aQd eacK Rf WKeVe beVW

SUacWLceV LV XQdeUVWaQdLQg ZKaW PaNeV cRQWeQW VXcceVVfXO ± RU XQVXcceVVfXO ± aW a gLYeQ SOace,

WKeQ ePbUacLQg WKRVe Ne\V WR VXcceVV. TKeVe VcKRROV ceUWaLQO\ adaSWed WR COVID-19 ± aQd WR

RWKeU cKaQgeV, OLNe WKe KLULQg Rf a QeZ Kead cRacK RU WKe WeaP¶V SRVWLQg a UaUe ORVLQg UecRUd ± bXW

WKe\ dLd QRW cRPSOeWeO\ UeLQYeQW WKe XQdeUO\LQg cRUe WeQeWV Rf WKeLU VWUaWegLeV. EYeQ VcKRROV WKaW

WRRN ULVNV ZLWK edg\ cRQWeQW LWePV dLd VR fURP a SOace Rf XQdeUVWaQdLQg WKe VcKRROV¶ LdeQWLWLeV

aQd ZKaW Pade WKeLU cRQWeQW VXcceVVfXO. TKXV, eacK Rf WKeVe VcKRROV ZaV abOe WR PaLQWaLQ ± aQd

LQ PaQ\ caVeV, gURZ ± LWV cRQQecWLRQV ZLWK faQV, UecUXLWV, aQd eYeQ WKRVe ZLWK a PeUe SaVVLQg

LQWeUeVW deVSLWe WKe WUePeQdRXV RbVWacOeV Rf 2020-21.
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