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The guest speaker for 2015 Honors Day Convocation is
the 2014 Hood Award recipient, Ann Fisher-Wirth,
professor of English.

Honors Convocation to Include Taylor Medals,
Outstanding Teacher Award
Phi Kappa Phi and Phi Beta Kappa inductions also scheduled

APRIL 9, 2015 BY KELLEY NORRIS

OXFORD, Miss. – Outstanding students from all
academic disciplines and the campuswide top
teacher are to be recognized Thursday (April 9)
at the University of Mississippi’s 72nd annual
Honors Day Convocation.

The convocation begins at 7:30 p.m. at
the Gertrude C. Ford Center for the
Performing Arts. Seventy-two students are to
be presented with Marcus Elvis Taylor Memorial
Medals, the university’s highest academic
award, and one faculty member will receive the
Elsie M. Hood Outstanding Teacher Award.

Guest speaker for the event is the 2014 Hood Award recipient, Ann Fisher-Wirth, professor of English.

At separate events, new members are to be inducted into the university’s top two student honor
societies. The Phi Kappa Phi ceremony is scheduled for 3 p.m. Thursday at the Ford Center. Phi Beta
Kappa holds its ceremony at 3 p.m. Friday (April 10) in Paris-Yates Chapel.

The Taylor Medals, established in 1904, are the university’s highest academic award and recognize no
more than 1 percent of the student body each year. The Hood Award was first given in 1966 and allows
faculty, staff, students and alumni to nominate a deserving professor for superior classroom teaching.

Around 170 students are to be inducted into Phi Kappa Phi, the university’s highest academic honor
across all disciplines. The speaker is David Rock, dean of the School of Education and professor of
curriculum and instruction.

Sixty-eight students are slated for induction into Phi Beta Kappa, the university’s highest academic
honor in the liberal arts. Ted Ownby, director of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture and
professor of history, will speak at the ceremony.
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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