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Horizons Seeks Support for Wednesday Fundraiser

Innovative summer program at UM boosts achievement among underserved
students

== MVAY 15,2017 BY EDWIN SMITH
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o5 - I OXFORD, Miss. — Members of the Lafayette-

. Oxford-University community have an important
opportunity Wednesday (May 17) to support an
innovative summer leaming program operating
on the University of Mississippi campus.
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Horizons, a key initiative in the McLean
Institute for Public Service and Community
Engagement’s mission to fight poverty through
education, is a six-week, full-day summer

Camp Best, a regular volunteer in the Horizons | . that id demi
summer program, teaches social skills to elementary  /€aMINg program that provudes academics,

school students. Submitted photo enrichment and recreation to undersenved

students from the community.

Horizons aims to raise $20,000 to support its mission to eliminate summer leaming loss. The UM
affiliate will join other Horizons affiliates across the country Wednesday to raise money to expand
existing programs and bring Horizons to more communities nationwide.

“UM's Horizons program is creating summer learmning opportunities for students in Oxford and Lafayette
County school districts who otherwise might not hawe it,” said Albert Nylander, director of the McLean
Institute and executive director for Horizons. “For six weeks, students are afforded an opportunity to be
Ole Miss students on campus.

“UM students are also making a difference in the lives of these schoolchildren through their volunteer
efforts in the program.”

Horizons offers a quality leaming experience outside the traditional school year that supports academic
achievement and healthy youth development.

Children who begin Horizons after kindergarten are invited back every summer for at least nine years.
This long-term commitment means that children in Horizons will accumulate leaming gains that will
prepare them for success in college and their careers.

“Research shows that students not reading at grade level by third grade are unlikely to graduate from
high school, and low-income students enter kindergarten already behind in literacy skills due to
disparities in opportunity, vocabulary and nutrition,” said Laura Martin, assistant director of the McLean
Institute.

“Summer leaming loss compounds over time, so
without programs like Horizons, students who
experience summer leaming loss can be as
much as three years behind by the fifth grade.
Horizons exists to eliminate summer leaming
loss and, over time, close the achievement gap
in our community.”

Horizons will host 90 kindergarten-to-fitth-grade
students from the Lafayette County and Oxford
school districts this summer. On average,
students who participated in the previous four
summers started the school year at or above

First-grade teacher Raven King helps Horizons program
students with their reading skills. Photo by Robert
Jordan/Ole Miss Communications

where they ended the previous year.

Horizons is a community-based program with a number of campus and community partners contributing
students’ success.
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program

OXFORD, Miss. — The Uniwersity of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dalls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted

Read the story ...
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Thank You To Our
Donors

Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Ains to Build Leaders

OXFORD, Miss. — Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship — a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association — are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship

Read the story ...
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Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment

Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’'s 1962 enroliment at

the University of Mississippi as the
schooal’s first African-American student.


https://news.olemiss.edu/
https://coronavirus.olemiss.edu/
https://news.olemiss.edu/video-gallery/
http://www.olemiss.edu/communications
http://www.olemiss.edu
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/blog/
https://news.olemiss.edu/author/esmith/
https://news.olemiss.edu/#facebook
https://news.olemiss.edu/#twitter
https://news.olemiss.edu/#linkedin
https://news.olemiss.edu/#email
https://news.olemiss.edu/#copy_link
https://news.olemiss.edu/#sms
https://news.olemiss.edu/#printfriendly
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%253A%252F%252Fnews.olemiss.edu%252Fhorizons-seeks-support-for-wednesday-fundraiser%252F&title=Horizons%20Seeks%20Support%20for%20Wednesday%20Fundraiser
http://olemiss.edu
http://horizons.olemiss.edu/
http://mclean.olemiss.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/olemiss
https://twitter.com/OleMiss
https://www.instagram.com/olemiss
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-mississippi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChq-yl0ulgYdU81YkK3hv7Q
https://news.olemiss.edu/donations-sought-for-25th-annual-books-and-bears-program/
https://news.olemiss.edu/donations-sought-for-25th-annual-books-and-bears-program/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/campus-briefs/
https://news.olemiss.edu/mississippi-excellence-in-coaching-fellowship-aims-to-build-leaders/
https://news.olemiss.edu/mississippi-excellence-in-coaching-fellowship-aims-to-build-leaders/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/university-offices/university-of-mississippi-foundation/
https://news.olemiss.edu/clarion-ledger-new-essay-collection-tells-the-story-of-merediths-enrollment/

For Horizons Giving Day, all Horizons' staff, board members, partners, alumni, volunteers, donors, “James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a

corporate partners, sponsors and supporters will come together for a friendly, yet competitive, race to collection of essays edited by UM
raise $1 million for Horizons programs across the nation, with all money raised locally remaining with professor of joumnalism Kathleen Wickham,
the local affiliate. honors this historic milestone with
This one-day fundraising event has the potential to bring crucial resources to the children served by Read the story ...

Horizons at UM. For more information, go to https://www.horizonsgivingday.org/donations/new?
org_id=441094 or like Horizons on Facebook at http://www.facebook.com/horizonsum.
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