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Antonia Eliason

Law Journal to Publish Special Issue Focused on State’s
Legal History
Edition set to come out in April with articles focusing on people who helped
shape state law

MARCH 30, 2018 BY JORDAN THOMAS

OXFORD, Miss. – The Mississippi Law Journal is putting together a
special issue featuring several works focused on Mississippi legal
history, including articles written by Antonia Eliason, a University of
Mississippi law professor, U.S. District Judge Michael P. Mills and
former Mississippi Supreme Court Justice James L. Robertson.

“We are very excited to be publishing this special Mississippi-focused
issue,” said James Kelly, the journal’s editor-in-chief. “The articles in
the book tell the stories of people who have helped shape our state’s
history and law.

“We are so proud to be bringing these stories to print and are very
grateful to the authors for sharing them.”

Eliason’s article, titled “Lillian McMurry and the Blues Contracts of
Trumpet Records,” focuses on a Jackson-based record company
established and run by Lillian McMurry from 1950 to 1955. McMurry
was a pioneering businesswoman who discovered and signed some of
the most prominent artists in the blues genre, including Sonny Boy

Williamson and Elmore James.

“Lillian McMurry has become a hero of mine; her picture hangs in my office to remind me of the strength
of character and compassion that she demonstrated as the head of Trumpet Records,” Eliason said.
“After spending so much time in the archives reading her correspondences with the artists that she
signed, I feel like I’ve come to know her personally.

“She had a remarkable ear for talent despite a lack of musical training, and supported her artists, even
after the record label dissolved.”

Drawing on archival material, the article demonstrates a progressing level of sophistication for the young
record label, as well as the ways in which McMurry’s business practices helped promote increased
fairness and transparency in recording contracts.

“At a time when there were so few female players in any capacity in the recording industry, she broke
barriers while avoiding the rapacious practices of many record label executives,” Eliason said. “She also
treated all of her artists the same, irrespective of race, even though she was operating the highly
segregated milieu of 1950s Mississippi.

“I hope that through my article, more people will come to know Lillian McMurry’s story. She was a truly
exceptional woman and someone who will remain a source of inspiration in my life.”

The article “Dry September Revisited,” written by Mills, chronicles the stories of a group of Mississippi
legislators who stood up against Walter Sillers, the powerful speaker of the Mississippi House of
Representatives, after he invited Maj. Gen. Edwin Walker to address the Legislature.

The legislators opposed Walker’s speech because of his role in working to block James Meredith’s
entry into UM.

Former Mississippi Supreme Court Justice James L. Robertson’s work, “Only People Were Slaves,”
recounts the story of an early freedom-by-residence case brought by a group of slaves. The case,
decided in 1818, is notable as the first known instance in which the court of last resort in a Southern
slave state ruled that the slaves were free.

The article features the first publication of several original archival sources and is adapted from a chapter
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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in Robertson’s forthcoming book, “Heroes, Rascals and the Law: Constitutional Encounters in
Mississippi,” which is being published by the University Press of Mississippi.

The themed edition of the Mississippi Law Journal is slated for release in April.
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