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UM law professor Phillip Broadhead presents a report of sentencing data in Mississippi before the
Sentencing Disparity Task Force. The task force and the Legislature will review the data to determine the
need for sentencing guidelines. Photo courtesy Beverly Kraft/Administrative Office of the Courts

Law Professor Assists Mississippi’s Sentencing Disparity
Task Force
Phillip Broadhead presented data for task force, legislators to review while
considering reforms

JANUARY 30, 2019 BY CHRISTINA STEUBE

OXFORD, Miss. – In an effort to establish uniform justice in criminal cases, the Sentencing Disparity
Task Force, authorized by the 2018 session of the Mississippi Legislature, is working to determine
whether some judges sentence some criminals more harshly than others.

Phillip Broadhead, a University of Mississippi professor of law and director of the Criminal Appeals
Clinic at the School of Law, assisted the task force by putting together a report of statutory guidelines
from other states and sentencing data across the state’s 22 judicial districts.

Broadhead presented important policy considerations and sentencing data from the Administrative
Office of Courts to the task force’s first meeting in July.

“We appreciate Professor Broadhead’s work on this important project,” said Steven Pickett, task force
chairman. “His work is compelling in that everyone agrees we need tempered justice and fair justice.”

The data Broadhead presented included statistical information of individual sentences over the last
decade for 10 different crimes: armed robbery, sexual battery, manslaughter, possession of a firearm by
a convicted felon, uttering a forgery, sale of a controlled substance (other than marijuana), sale of a
controlled substance, felonious child abuse, receiving stolen property and grand larceny.

“The task force is asking if there is a disparity of similarly situated defendants getting different
sentences,” Broadhead said. “Federal sentencing guidelines were provided in the 1980s, but those
guidelines aren’t binding. However, they should be considered by the district judge in sentencing.”

Early this year, a legislative committee working in conjunction with the task force is to provide data
policy decisions on detention and sentence lengths for all incarcerated people in Mississippi. The data
will be reviewed by the state House and Senate to determine whether the need for reform includes
statutory guidelines for sentencing.

In consideration of the adoption of state guidelines, Broadhead presented Mississippi Supreme Court
Chief Justice William L. Waller Jr. and the task force with previous findings from the National Center
for State Courts. In a 2006 survey, the NCSC found that most Americans prefer a tougher sentencing
approach to violent offenders.
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economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to

News Releases UM COVID-19 Video Gallery University Communications Ole Miss Homepage Ole Miss News Blog

FacebookTwitterLinkedInEmailCopy
Link

SMSPrintFriendlyShare

FacebookTwitterInstagramLinkedInYouTube
Channel

https://news.olemiss.edu/
https://coronavirus.olemiss.edu/
https://news.olemiss.edu/video-gallery/
http://www.olemiss.edu/communications
http://www.olemiss.edu
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/blog/
https://news.olemiss.edu/author/csteube/
https://news.olemiss.edu/#facebook
https://news.olemiss.edu/#twitter
https://news.olemiss.edu/#linkedin
https://news.olemiss.edu/#email
https://news.olemiss.edu/#copy_link
https://news.olemiss.edu/#sms
https://news.olemiss.edu/#printfriendly
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%253A%252F%252Fnews.olemiss.edu%252Flaw-professor-assists-mississippis-sentencing-disparity-task-force%252F&title=Law%20Professor%20Assists%20Mississippi%25E2%2580%2599s%20Sentencing%20Disparity%20Task%20Force
https://news.olemiss.edu/law-professor-assists-mississippis-sentencing-disparity-task-force/ucimg-639/
https://olemiss.edu/
https://law.olemiss.edu/academics-programs/clinics/criminal-appeals-clinic/
https://law.olemiss.edu/
https://www.ncsc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/olemiss
https://twitter.com/OleMiss
https://www.instagram.com/olemiss
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-mississippi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChq-yl0ulgYdU81YkK3hv7Q
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/campus-briefs/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/university-offices/university-of-mississippi-foundation/
https://news.olemiss.edu/reuters-keep-an-eye-on-the-money-supply/


The survey determined that Americans think that prevention and rehabilitation methods are more
important and more effective than enforcement and punishment for nonviolent offenders. The survey also
found that current sentencing practices are viewed as unfair to minorities, non-English speakers and
low-income offenders, while giving preferential treatment to offenders of higher socioeconomic status.

A few states, including Maryland, Missouri and North Carolina, have sentencing guidelines in place. The
task force of 15, which includes law enforcement officers, prosecutors, public defenders, legislators and
staff members from the Mississippi Department of Corrections, will review the data and present
recommendations to the Legislature.

For the state to adopt sentencing policies and practices, state courts need a baseline sentencing
structure that can be personalized to each offender, and there should not be a voluntary implementation
of the guidelines, which results in disparity in sentencing among individual judges, said Broadhead, who
has 35 years of practice experience as a criminal defense attorney.

With more than 19,000 people incarcerated in Mississippi, legislative solutions are needed to prevent
prison overcrowding and to assist offenders in re-entering society so they will be less likely to return to
prison, he said.

“The fact is, we have 2.6 million individuals incarcerated in this country,” Broadhead said. “A person who
went to jail in 2005 doesn’t even know what a smartphone is, much less how it works.

“They have no way to get a job upon release because they have no applicable skills for today’s job
market.”

Additionally, it costs about $87 a day to house each incarcerated person in the Mississippi Department
of Corrections system.

“We need to strongly consider our approach to sentencing to not only prevent disparity, but to also
provide them skills before their release from prison so these individuals are less likely to become repeat
offenders,” Broadhead said.
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