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A Letter from Chancellor Dan Jones

= APRL 2, 2015 BY SPECIAL REPORT
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Dear Ole Miss Family,

Several days ago | wrote to you about the
decision by the IHL Board not to renew my
contract to serve as Chancellor. Last week, Dr.
Jim Borsig, Commissioner-elect for the Board,
approached me with a “compromise offer.” The
Board was willing to extend my contract for 21
months if | committed to retire in June of 2017.
My performance or effectiveness up to that date
would have no impact on whether | could
continue to sene as Chancellor after June of
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2017.

Ovwer the last seweral days, Commissioner Borsig and | have continued conwersations, and this week we
traveled to meet individually with a number of Board members. In doing so, | hoped to determine if Board
members would consider an extension that would allow me to sene as Chancellor without the outcome

of my leadership predetermined. From these meetings it has become clear that the Board is not willing

to do so.

| feel strongly, as do most of my adwvisors, that sening two years as a lame duck would make it difficult
to recruit and retain key leaders and continue our momentum in private giving. More importantly, it is
clear from the Board's position that the Board would not support my leadership during any extension.
For the University to thrive and succeed, the University needs a leader who has the support of its
goveming board, which | clearly do not enjoy. For these reasons, it is in the University’s best interest for
me not to accept the Board's offer.

| cannot sufficiently express the gratitude Lydia and | feel for the amazing outpouring of support for us
personally and for our beloved University. We will leave our position in September with a deep love for
this place and, most especially, the people of the Ole Miss family. Let me encourage all of you to follow
closely the search process for the next Chancellor. The IHL Board will make a better decision knowing
that you are engaged and that they are accountable to all constituents of the Ole Miss family.

Let me also encourage us all to follow our creed and treat Board members with civility and respect. |
encourage any communication to the IHL Board members to be in that spirit. During the last few days,
Commissioner Borsig has dealt with me in a candid and transparent fashion. Please remember that he
was thrown into the middle of a difficult situation and was not involved in any of the decisions about my
future.

My decision not to accept the Board's offer may disappoint some of you. Please know the decision is
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Campus Briefs

Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
‘Washington, D.C., Winter Session

OXFORD, Miss. — Eleven Uniwersity of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break leaming about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Palitics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’

Read the story ...
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Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy

OXFORD, Miss. — Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy's new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting

Read the story ...
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply

U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK — The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Resene’s
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made in the best interest of Ole Miss and out of love and respect for her. Lydia and | look forward to our

last few months of senice to the University and opportunities to visit with you. Read the story ...

Sincerely, S R R R
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Dan Jones,

Chancellor
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