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Ricky Salazar (left), a UM master’s student in music, and undergraduate music students Jesse Gibens and
Quayshun Shumpert wrap up performance as part of a master class earlier this year as Nancy Maria Balach,
interim chair of music, applauds. Photo by Kevin Bain/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

Music Major Advantage Scholarship Program Goes
Online
UM department keeps engaging with prospective students

MARCH 31, 2020 BY LYNN ADAMS WILKINS

OXFORD, Miss. – Faculty and staff members in the University of Mississippi Department of Music
understand that connecting with students is more vital now than ever, so the department is moving its
Music Major Advantage Weekend, set for Friday-Sunday (April 3-5), to an online platform.

“The Ole Miss family has truly united during this pandemic to ensure that our students continue to move
forward purposefully in their studies,” said Nancy Maria Balach interim chair and associate professor of
music. “We want to offer prospective high school and transfer students the opportunity to engage online
with the amazing people who are Ole Miss during the MMA Weekend.

“Students may join us online to discover the unique ways that Ole Miss music majors learn, perform
and engage.”

The weekend will feature classes, workshops and Q&A sessions with faculty, students and
departmental administrators.

A key component of the program is scholarships, said Andrew Paney, the department’s assistant chair
and an associate professor of music.

“Students auditioning for entry into the music program may elect to be considered for a competitive
scholarship for full tuition,” he said. “We will award as many competitive full-tuition scholarship
packages as possible at the end of our Music Major Advantage Weekend. Smaller scholarships will
also be available.

“Many music students, both freshmen and transfer students, have already auditioned, but April 5 is the
last day we can accept new audition materials for anyone interested in a scholarship.”

Faculty members are going above and beyond to provide interesting content for students across
Mississippi during MMA, Balach said.

“Our faculty work hard all year long to provide a full experience for our students, and this weekend gives
prospective students a glimpse of that,” she said. “Faculty are opening their Zoom classes and are
creating area-specific clinics, engaging workshops and casual conversations.”

MMA is for students planning to major in music; the department invites nonmajors interested in
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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performing with band or choir to communicate directly with those ensembles about scholarship
opportunities. Information is available at https://music.olemiss.edu/advantage/.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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