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M Partner prepares for day of service in three communities ._‘. I. I.YC

=/ OCTOBER7, 2019 BY DANA ENGELBERT

..._...I.Sf Campus Briefs

Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program

OXFORD, Miss. — The Uniwersity of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dalls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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UM students work with community volunteers during the inaugural M Partner Community Day. Students will

volunteer across the state Oct. 26 ¥or the second anngtljal Comn?unity Day, contributing tim)(/e an)(:l service to T hank You TO Our

g;ojgcts in Charleston, Lexington and New Albany. Photo by Thomas Graning/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Donors

rvices

OXFORD, Miss. — Some 150 University of Mississippi students will contribute time and senice to Mississippi Excellence in Coaching

community projects in Charleston, Lexington and New Albany later this month for the second annual M Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders

Partner Community Day. OXFORD, Miss. — Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in

The day of senice will take place on Oct. 26 and students can volunteer by clicking here. Meals and Coaching Fellowship —a program hosted

transportation will be provided. Students will retum to campus by 4 p.m. by the University of Mississippi School of

Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association — are expected to increase

M Partner is a UM initiative designed to align university capabilities with priority projects in partner
communities. In the first phase of the initiative, Charleston, Lexington and New Albany sene as the
community partners.

Throughout the pilot phase, faculty, staff and students have been working with the three towns to their impact on student-athletes and their
address community-identified needs ranging from health and wellness promotion to developing communities. The coaching fellowship
strategies to help children pass the third-grade reading gate test, and many other projects to support

community and economic development. Various Ole Miss departments are involved in projects in Read the story ...

numerous ways.

“While the focus of M Partner is on creating opportunities for community-engaged scholarship by More Posts from this Category
connecting faculty and students to community projects, we also realize that our partners have
immediate needs that can be best addressed through days of senice,” said Laura Martin, M Partner
director and associate director at the McLean Institute for Public Service and Community

Ole Miss In the News

Engagement.

“UM students hawe a heart for seniice, so we hope { Clarion-Ledger: New Essay

greater community involvement — through classes, Collect.lon Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment

better Mississippi for all.”
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’'s 1962 enroliment at

the University of Mississippi as the
schooal’s first African-American student.

Students will work on projects identified by each
community: Volunteers will support the Main
Street Reimagined Initiative of the Charleston
Main Street Association with work on
beautification projects. Landscaping projects at
the public library and courthouse square in
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Lexington will be completed. Volunteers will “James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a

UM students help with community improvement

clean a New Albany community center, which is  projects during the first M Partner Community Day, collection of essays edited by UM

. . . which deployed more than 150 Ole Miss volunteers . . .
being refurbished to better support community throughout the three partner communities in October professor of joumalism Kathleen Wickham,
events. ggl%i;h:to by Megan Wolfe/Ole Miss Digital Imaging honors this historic milestone with
Students also may take a leadership role in Read the story ...

Community Day by choosing to be a team leader when they sign up. Team leaders, who will attend two
pre-event meetings, guide volunteers through orientation and reflection sessions before the day of
senice, then provide guidance on-site. More Posts from this Category

“Our hope is that by offering context prior to entering the community, team leaders can guide their peers
in having meaningful and authentic interactions with our community partners,” Martin said.

The first M Partner Community Day was held in October 2018 and deployed more than 150 volunteers
throughout the three partner communities.

“Even if students are unable to wolunteer with Community Day, there are many ways to get involved with
the M Partner initiative and the McLean Institute,” said Taylor Robertson, M Partner VISTA. “Students
who are interested in getting plugged into the university’s community engagement efforts can reach out
to us via the McLean Institute website.”
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