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A rendering of the number of satellites parked in low-Earth orbit illustrates how crowded the skies are
getting over our planet. Graphic courtesy UM Center for Air and Space Law

Michelle Hanlon

Oxford Science Cafe Celebrates 10th Anniversary
Founder Marco Cavaglia, former speakers to highlight Nov. 16 hybrid event

NOVEMBER 12, 2021 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – The 10th anniversary of the Oxford Science Cafe will be observed Tuesday (Nov. 18)
in a hybrid event available both in-person and virtually.

Michelle Hanlon, co-director of the University of Mississippi‘s Center for Air and Space Law, is the
presenter for the program at Uptown Coffee, 265 North Lamar Ave., and on Zoom beginning at 6 p.m.
Her topic is “Low Earth Orbit: The Last Frontier for Pollution?”

Marco Cavaglia, former Ole Miss professor of physics and astronomy and founder of the monthly event,
will reflect on the program’s history in a pre-recorded interview available on several media outlets.
Previous Science Cafe presenters also have been interviewed.

“To celebrate the 10th anniversary, we have interviewed the founder of the
cafe and some of the first speakers,” said Lorena Magana Zertuche,
coordinator. “Tune in on Apple podcasts, Spotify, or Google Podcasts to
listen to the Season 2 trailer and these exclusive weekly interviews.”

During her 45-minute presentation, Hanlon will discuss what policymakers,
industry and lawyers are doing to protect Earth’s orbit and night skies.

“Today we have learned to take advantage of our orbit to benefit humanity
with satellites that provide GPS, telecommunications and provide legions
of data about our planet that, among other things, helps us understand
and fight climate change,'” she said. “But now our orbit is getting crowded,
some would even say polluted.

“Small satellite constellations are literally clouding the vision of our
telescopes, reducing our field of view and our ability to track near-Earth
objects.”

To view the Science Café online, go to https://olemiss.zoom.us/j/99989536748.

For more information about the Department of Physics and Astronomy, visit
https://physics.olemiss.edu/.
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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