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Professor Uses Israel Fellowship to Sharpen Insights for
Students

Joseph 'Jody' Holland participated in summer Faculty Fellowship Program
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UM professor Joseph Holland treks across the Negev Desert in southern Israel as part of his participation in
the Jewish National Fund’s Faculty Fellowship Program. Submitted photo

OXFORD, Miss. — A University of Mississippi professor spent part of his summer getting to know the
ins and outs of Israeli politics and culture.

Joseph “Jody” Holland, associate professor of public policy leadership, was among 33 U.S.
professors and researchers who traveled to Israel as part of the Jewish National Fund's Faculty
Fellowship Program.

“| wanted to get a better understanding of the palitical and cultural
context of the nation,” Holland said. “Israel has such an important
role in geopolitics, and having an opportunity to develop a deeper
knowledge of the multi-dimensional aspects of the country helped
frame my thinking as well as the way | can present information to
my students.”

The group met with Israeli professors to develop collaborative
research and exchange programs. Meeting and sharing ideas from
faculty all over the world was “priceless,” Holland said.

Another highlight was meeting former Prime Minister Ehud
Olmert.

“Listening to his insights, which included his mistakes, was a
powerful moment,” Holland said. “I was able to obsene a leader
who has lived a prominent life, and now is able to reflect on his
successes and failures.”

Joseph Holland (center) interacts
with students in Israel this summer
as part of the Jewish National Fund’s
Faculty Fellowship Program.
Submitted photo

Holland said this experience is already proving beneficial to his
work at Ole Miss. In fact, he is coordinating a trip with students
for next spring.

“| love the multi-dimensions of Israel, and | know so many students can leam from the history, politics,
economy and culture of the nation,” he said. “Also, | am working on building a research project there
focusing on examining leadership profiles.
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program

OXFORD, Miss. — The Uniwersity of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dalls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted

Read the story ...
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Thank You To Our
Donors

Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Ains to Build Leaders

OXFORD, Miss. — Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship — a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association — are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship

Read the story ...
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Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment

Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’'s 1962 enroliment at

the University of Mississippi as the
schooal’s first African-American student.
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“These activities will continue to build an intemationalized presence “James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a

for Ole Miss in Israel,” Holland said. collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,

Holland brings many strengths to the department and its students, honors this historic milestone with

said Weixing “Mark” Chen, chair and professor of public policy

leadership. Read the story ...

“Dr. Holland is an excellent teacher with many valuable life
experiences, which he shares with his students,” Chen said. “His
tour of Israel and the connections he made while there can only
enhance what he is already doing here as a professor and a
researcher.”

More Posts from this Category

Hundreds of U.S. faculty have taken part in the annual summer
Faculty Fellowship Program since its inception. Among the schools
represented in this trip were Aubum University, University of Georgia

and the University of Wisconsin.
Joseph Holland visits the Western

Wall in J alem thi g L . . .
5ub,:1'}ﬂ§3”§ho‘i{," S summer “This is a truly transformative program and | will forever cherish the

people | met and the moments | experienced in Israel,” Holland said.
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