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Richard L. Barnes

Richard Barnes Remembered as ‘Great Colleague’
Distinguished law lecturer died Tuesday; services set for Saturday

JANUARY 24, 2013 BY DEBORAH PURNELL

OXFORD, Miss. – Richard L. Barnes, 58, the Leonard B. Melvin
Distinguished Lecturer and professor of law at the University of
Mississippi, died Tuesday (Jan. 22) morning in a car accident on
Interstate 40 in Conway County, Ark., as he was driving home to
Oxford.

Barnes, who received the 2006-07 Outstanding Professor of the
Year and 2007-08 Faculty of the Year awards from the law
school, was described as a “great colleague and caring human
being” by Richard Gershon, dean of the UM School of Law.
“This is a tremendous loss for the law school family,” Gershon
said. “Richard was a faculty member who cared about his
students and nature. He simply loved the outdoors. He was
someone who was an expert snowboarder and avid bike rider. We

will miss his spirit.”

A visitation is scheduled for 4-7 p.m. Friday (Jan. 25) at the Waller Funeral Home. Funeral services will
be held at 10 a.m. Saturday (Jan. 26) at Oxford-University United Methodist Church.

Before joining the UM law faculty in August 1989, Barnes practiced law in Tucson, Ariz., and served on
the faculty at the University of South Dakota and Brigham Young University. His specialties included
contracts, secured transactions, commercial law and federal Indian law.

His interests in agriculture and Indian law stemmed from his Cherokee grandparents and his childhood
on an Arizona farm. During his more than 20 years at Ole Miss, he served on various committees and
he was a former acting director and resident director for the Cambridge Summer Sessions at Ole Miss.

A 1976 political science graduate of the University of Arizona, Barnes later earned a J.D. from UA in
1979. He earned an LL.M. from Northwestern University in 1983. A member of the State Bar of Arizona
and United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit, Barnes published 19 articles, essays and other
pieces in legal periodicals.

Bill Kingery, director of the UM Department of Campus Recreation, remembered Barnes as an ardent
reader.

“I’ve known Richard for years and every time I saw him, he was reading a book,” Kingery said. “I
honestly thought he was the most-read Oxonian. I even mentioned this to him and he laughed. I’m not a
big reader and I was just so impressed with his thirst for knowledge.”

Barnes is survived by his wife, Kathleen J. Dornan Barnes of Oxford, and three children, R. Clayton
Barnes, Emily Anne Barnes and Molly Kate Barnes.
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Ole Miss In the News
Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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