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Journalism students Jared Poland (left) and Jacob Meyers launch a drone for video of the Steele Bayou
Control Structure while working on the Climate Change in Mississippi project. Submitted photo

School of Journalism and New Media Team Studies
Climate Change
Professors, students dive deeper into topic through in-depth, statewide project

APRIL 11, 2021 BY LAREECA RUCKER

OXFORD, Miss. – Nationally and globally, much of the conversation about climate change has been
territorial and political.

In Mississippi, state leaders have spoken of it rarely, if ever. However, the state’s science, industrial,
agricultural and energy sectors have been working to address change and devise strategies.

A desire to explore the issue more in-depth led University of Mississippi School of Journalism and
New Media professors and students to study the topic within the state. The result is the project
Climate Change in Mississippi that focuses on “what is,” not “what if.” In other words, practices, not
policy.

Charlie Mitchell, a journalist and associate professor of journalism who helped lead the project, said the
premise was that too many people have formed opinions about climate change without seeing how it
relates to their daily lives. The project aims to report this relevance as a factual resource among political
chatter.

“Climate change is a super-broad topic and much reporting is along political lines or appeals to
emotion,” he said. “The students worked to identify front-line people in Mississippi dealing with change
directly or indirectly and tell their stories about what’s happening, what’s being researched and what’s
expected.

“The point was to deal with fact, not speculation or opinion.”

Jared Poland, a senior integrated marketing communications major from Chattanooga, Tennessee,
plans to work after graduation in public relations at an agency, nonprofit or for a political action
committee.

“I saw this class as an opportunity to use my public relations skills to shed light on the effects of
climate change felt by everyday Mississippians,” he said. “The depth reporting class gave me the
opportunity to spend time creating a series of stories that describe at length the 2019 floods in the
Mississippi Delta and how the backwater flooding related to climate change and affected individuals.”

Poland said he immersed himself in the issue, traveling to the Delta twice and speaking with community
leaders, locals, a climatologist and other knowledgeable individuals about the floods and the pumps.
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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Journalism student Jared Poland takes photos while
working on the Climate Change in Mississippi project.
Submitted photo

William Schumerman

“I was able to see firsthand the hardships they
had faced due to the flooding and was able to
speak with them about the proposed pump
project that almost everyone believed was the
solution to the floods,” he said. “I also learned
about their lives, their families, their passions
and their hardships caused by the floods.”

Students honed their research, interviewing and
writing skills and worked to become better at
identifying relevant facts and sources, then
weaved the information into an understandable
and compelling narrative.

The school has a history of producing relevant depth reports on national and international topics ranging
from the emerging economy in post-war Sri Lanka to the intersection of good food and poor health in the
Mississippi Delta, Mitchell said.

“Former Dean Norton identified this topic as crucial, and it was decided students here and students at
the University of Nebraska would tackle the topic simultaneously,” he said.

Besides Poland, the UM student reporting team included Danielle Angelo, Anne Florence Brown, Lydia
Cates, Will Corley, Abbey Edmondson, Cody Farris, Jacob Meyers, Eliza Noe, William Schuerman,
Tamara Tyes and Lauren Wilson.

Team advisers included faculty members John Baker, Michael Fagans, Charles Mitchell, Will Norton Jr.
and Darren Sanefski, and graphic designer Hannah Vines.

The most interesting part is that this issue has affected Delta residents since the early 1900s, Poland
said.

“The project that is believed to be the solution to the floods was originally proposed in 1941,” he said. “I
was able to speak with individuals who have spent their entire life dealing with floods and fighting for
solutions to prevent them.

“As someone deeply interested in politics, I was fascinated by the pumps project and the political
discourse and conflicts that have unfolded surrounding it, including the EPA’s veto of the project in
2008. It has been a heavily contested political issue and remains one today.”

Poland said others who take the course should use it as an opportunity to deeply explore the topic.

“It was the first project of this size I have ever taken on, but with the help of my instructors, it truly was
one of my favorite experiences during my time at Ole Miss,” he said.

Schuerman is a senior journalism major from Houston, Texas, with a print
emphasis and an environmental studies minor.

“I enrolled in the class because, after I heard about the project, I knew
there would be an opportunity to produce content about a subject I am
very passionate about,” he said.

Schuerman, who hopes to work as a photojournalist and be published in
National Geographic someday, said the class was different from others
he’s taken. He traveled across the state helping other students create
multimedia.

“Projects like this are where I have learned the most in my time at the
University of Mississippi, so it was a logical step forward for me,” he said.
“… I feel that I always learn more when working in the field than purely
sitting in the classroom.”

Fagans, an assistant professor of journalism, said he tried to ask questions to get students thinking
about how to better cover their story area and how to tell it with infographics, photos or illustrations.

“As with many of our ‘outside the classroom’ reporting opportunities, students learn valuable lessons
when they get out into Mississippi and meet, interview and tell the stories of our residents,” he said.

Edmonson, a senior journalism major from Tupelo with minors in English and creative writing and an
emphasis in social media, said she was curious about the effects of climate change in the state.

Her focus was on saltwater aquaculture on the Gulf Coast, where she traveled with Fagans and
Schuerman.

“Throughout the trip, we interviewed several people who are involved in the commercial fishing industry,
specifically the oyster industry,” she said. “We toured the last oyster-shucking house in Mississippi,
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Abbey Edmonson

watched how oysters are bred and rode a boat out to an oyster farm.

“That trip is something I’ll hold onto forever because we got to interact
firsthand with people who are experiencing real issues as a direct result of
climate change.”

Students also interviewed people about possible solutions in the works,
which “added a bright spot to an otherwise disheartening situation,” she
said.

“I hope that, because of this project, people recognize that climate change
is real, and it is causing real repercussions, even in Mississippi.
Mississippi is rural and not nearly as populated as other areas of the
country that are experiencing major effects of climate change. So, I feel
like it often gets overlooked in the big picture of climate change.”

To learn more about the project and read student work, visit the Climate Change in Mississippi
website.

For more information about journalism and integrated marketing communications programs at UM, visit
https://jnm.olemiss.edu/ or email jour-imc@olemiss.edu.
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