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Overby fellow Terry Mattingly joins
Richard Ostling, former chief religion
writer for The Associated Press, to
kick off the spring Overby Center
programming with a Feb. 18
discussion on the intersection of
religion and politics. Submitted photo

Shepard Smith, Fake News, Politics on Deck for Overby
Center
Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics announces spring 2020
calendar

FEBRUARY 11, 2020 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – The Overby Center for Southern
Journalism and Politics‘ spring lineup includes one of the first
public appearances by Shepard Smith since he left his post as
chief anchor at Fox News and managing editor of Fox’s breaking
news division.

His March 31 talk will be followed the next day by the
presentation of the University of Mississippi School of
Journalism and New Media‘s prestigious Silver Em award,
which will be given to Smith in honor of his notable journalism
career.

But the exciting event calendar begins Feb. 18, more than a
month before Smith arrives on campus. Terry Mattingly, nationally
syndicated region reporter, editor of the GetReligion blog and
Overby fellow, and Richard Ostling, former chief religion writer for
The Associated Press, will kick off the spring speaking calendar
with a discussion on the intersection of religion and politics.

Next, award-winning filmmaker Tom Thurman will bring his compelling insight into the life of “All the
King’s Men” author Robert Penn Warren to the Overby Center on Feb. 26, with his documentary “Robert
Penn Warren: A Vision.” The film will be followed by a discussion between Thurman and journalism
professor Joe Atkins.

On March 4, Geneva Overholser, former editor of the Des Moines Register and industry writer and
consultant, will discuss how journalists are helping or hindering the role of journalism in a democracy
with Charles Overby and Greg Brock, an Overby fellow.

Then the Overby Center will welcome Robert Seidman on March 24 to discuss his documentary “Joseph
Pulitzer: Voice of the People” and his warnings of fake news with Overby fellow Curtis Wilkie.

The season will close with a look at Robert Kennedy’s 1966 visit to the Ole Miss School of Law, in
which he revealed the deals former Mississippi Gov. Ross Barnett tried to cut to keep James Meredith
out of the university. This appearance is the subject of the film, “You Asked for the Facts.”

The film’s producer, Mary Blessey, will discuss that fateful 1966 appearance with Barbara Phillips, a
noted civil right lawyer and university lecturer on April 7.

All the programs, which are free and open to the public, are at 5:30 p.m. in the Overby Center
Auditorium. For more details, go to https://olemiss.edu/depts/overby/.

FILED UNDER: NEWS RELEASES, OVERBY CENTER FOR SOUTHERN JOURNALISM AND POLITICS, SCHOOL OF
JOURNALISM & NEW MEDIA
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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