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Spring breaks forth on the Ole Miss campus in front of Ventress Hall, home of the College of Liberal Arts.
Photo by Robert Jordan/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

Supporting Research
College of Liberal Arts receives boost to research

MAY 16, 2020 BY BILL DABNEY

OXFORD, Miss. – A recent major gift to the University of Mississippi will help the College of Liberal
Arts continue to attract and retain top faculty.

The stock-transfer gift of $250,000 from a donor who wishes to remain anonymous supplements a
faculty research grant endowment that was established in 2014. A portion of the gift also supports Ole
Miss athletics.

The purpose of the academic endowment is to provide income to fund at least three research grants
annually for tenure-track faculty members with preference for at least one grant to be awarded annually
to a faculty member in the departments of English or History.

“Unquestionably one of the most significant responsibilities we have as a College of Liberal Arts is to
recruit, cultivate and retain faculty of the highest caliber,” Dean Lee Cohen said. “How good we can
become as an institution is, and always will be, driven by the quality of our faculty.

“Simply put, this gift makes us better since great faculty stimulate and support the creativity of our
students as well as contribute to the research, scholarship, and creative achievements in their
respective disciplines. We are very thankful to this family for their generosity and love of their alma
mater.”

The donor, who majored in English at Ole Miss and has an interest in history, said he hopes his gift will
strengthen the university’s national reputation in the area of the humanities.

“I’m impressed and encouraged by the way things are heading at my alma mater,” the donor said. “By
making this gift, I feel as if I’m contributing to the momentum toward excellence that is evident in the
College of Liberal Arts.”

Private support such as this couple’s gift is crucial to the university, said Denson Hollis, executive
director of development for principal gifts.

“Working closely with this family is one of the greatest joys in my role at the University of Mississippi,”
Hollis said. “They are the epitome of a total university donor in that they firmly believe in supporting both
academics and athletics.

“If you look across our campus, their impact can be seen everywhere. The university and Ole Miss
athletics would not be where they are today without the amazing support of this very generous family.”
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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For more information about supporting the College of Liberal Arts, contact Ron Wilson at 662-915-1755
or jrwilso3@olemiss.edu. To make a gift, visit http://give.olemiss.edu.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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