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The 2018 University of Mississippi Hall of Fame. Photo
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Ten Seniors Named UM Hall of Fame Inductees
Recipients honored for service, achievement and potential for success

APRIL 6, 2018 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – Ten University of
Mississippi seniors have been inducted into the
university’s 2017-18 Hall of Fame, one of the
highest honors afforded students at Ole Miss.

The inductees were honored Friday afternoon
(April 6) in a ceremony at the Gertrude C. Ford
Center for the Performing Arts. A campus
committee chooses Hall of Fame members in
accordance with policy developed by the
Associated Student Body. Selections are based
on outstanding contributions in all aspects of

campus life.

This year’s Hall of Fame members are Allen Coon of Petal; Christopher Feazell of Mendenhall; Terrence
Johnson of Shuqualak; Jiwon Lee of Oxford; Megan McLeod of Highlands Ranch, Colorado; Savannah
Smith of Corinth; Austin Spindler of Savannah, Tennessee; Elizabeth Taylor of Whitesboro, Texas;
Jacob Thrasher of Birmingham, Alabama; Ingrid Valbuena of Maracaibo, Venezuela.

“Each of the students selected for Hall of Fame has a record of scholarship and service to the university
community and has impacted the Ole Miss campus in a positive way,” said Mindy Sutton Noss,
assistant vice chancellor for student affairs and dean of students. “Hall of Fame is a fitting way to
recognize the legacy that each of them leaves at the University of Mississippi.”

The 10 students were among 200 seniors recognized for inclusion in Who’s Who Among Students at
the University of Mississippi.

“The Hall of Fame is a time-honored process that has identified students who have gone on to make a
true difference in the world,” said Noel Wilkin, provost and executive vice chancellor for academic affairs.
“This year’s inductees have made a mark on our institution and have developed abilities that will serve
them well in their careers.”

Pursuing a double major in public policy leadership and African American studies,
Coon is a member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College and the
Trent Lott Leadership Institute. As an ASB senator, Coon worked with NAACP
student organizers to remove the Mississippi state flag from campus and co-
organized the #OccupytheLyceum protest, a spontaneous sit-in demanding an
administrative response to campus racism. He previously served as president of
UM College Democrats and UM Voters Everywhere. After graduation, he plans to
attain both a master’s degree in public policy and a law degree and become a
community organizer and civil servant. Coon’s parents are Kay Kolwe Coon and
Howard Coon, both of Petal.

Feazell, an accountancy major, is a member of the Sally
McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. He served in several

roles over the course of his education, including vice president of programming for
the National Association of Black Accountants, vice president of the Black
Student Union, treasurer of the Accountancy ASB, Luckyday Scholar and the
Columns Society. Fezell plans to pursue a master’s degree in taxation in the
university’s Patterson School of Accountancy, pass the CPA exam and begin a
career at PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP in Atlanta upon graduation. His parents
are Stephanie Berry of Mendenhall and Christopher Eugene Feazell of Mt. Olive.

A journalism major, Johnson has served as president of the
Men of Excellence, the largest male minority organization at the university. He
also served as public relations director for the Columns Society, anchor for
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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NewsWatch TV, co-president of the UM Association of Black Journalists, an orientation leader and
coordinator. After graduation, Johnson plans to pursue a master’s degree in video
storytelling and narrative writing at the University of California at Berkeley. His
parents are George Lee and Angela Johnson of Shuqualak.

Lee is a music performance major with an emphasis on flute
and violin performance. She was drum major for the Pride of
the South Marching Band, principal flutist of the Ole Miss
Wind Ensemble and ensemble violinist for the LOU
Symphony. A member of Phi Kappa Phi honor society, Lee
was president of the Korean Student Association and
recipient of the Marcus Guinn Spirit Award. She plans to
pursue a master’s degree in music education and music

performance at the university. Lee’s parents are Jongbok and Aeran Moon Lee of
Oxford.

McLeod, an economics major with a minor in chemistry, is a
member of the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College and the Columns
Society, and founder of the Hotty Toddy Tutors LLC, a student-run tutoring
company. She is founding vice president of the UM chapter of the American
Medical Women’s Society, vice president of chapter development for Phi Mu
fraternity and recipient of the Trailblazer Award from Fraternal Leadership and
Learning. After graduation, McLeod plans to pursue a medical degree at Vanderbilt
University School of Medicine. Her parents are Bill and Christine McLeod of
Highlands Ranch, Colorado.

Smith is completing a double major in journalism and public
policy leadership. A member of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College and Trent Lott Leadership Institute

scholar, she is Miss Ole Miss, executive director of the Big Event, vice president
of the Columns Society, an orientation leader and an executive officer in Chi
Omega sorority. After graduation, Smith will attend New York University to pursue
a master’s degree in journalism with a magazine emphasis. Her parents are Tim
and Tracy Smith of Corinth.

Spindler is a public policy leadership major in the Trent
Lott Leadership Institute. He has served as assistant
director of the Big Event, senior executive assistant to the
ASB president, ASB secretary, staffing director of the UM
Food Bank and IFC vice president of public relations. Spindler plans to move to
Washington, D.C., to pursue a career in consulting. His parents are Richard and
Dana Spindler of Savannah, Tennessee.

A sociology major, member of the Sally McDonnell
Barksdale Honors College and a Ronald E. McNair
Scholar, Taylor served as a mentor in the McLean
Institute for Public Service and Community
Engagement. She also served as a peer educator for
Rebels Against Sexual Assault and was the first junior-

entry student to receive the Barksdale Award. After graduation, Taylor plans to
pursue a doctorate in sociology at the University of Missouri. Her parents are
Elizabeth A. Taylor of Sadler, Texas, and the late Marshall Lee Taylor.

Thrasher, a chemistry major in the biochemistry track,
served as president of Omicron Delta Kappa, past
president of Rebels Against Sexual Assault and a panelist
for the Huffington Post’s Listen to America Tour. An editorial cartoonist for the
Daily Mississippian and Oxford Eagle, he received the Society of Professional
Journalists’ Mark of Excellence Region 12 Award for best political cartoonist.
Thrasher has been accepted to graduate school at Yale University. Where he
plans pursue a doctorate in biology and biological sciences. His parents are
Christy Branton Thrasher of Birmingham, Alabama, and the late Michael Aaron
Thrasher.

Valbuena is an integrated marketing communications major and a member of
the Sally McDonnell Barksdale Honors College. She served as vice president of

administration for Alpha Omicron Pi sorority and was an orientation leader and coordinator. A member of
the Columns Society, Valbuena also hosted “sad girls, bad girls,” a weekly program on Rebel Radio.
Her plans are to earn a master’s degree in IMC and advertising and become a college professor.
Valbuena’s parents are Marcos Valbuena and Omarly Acina of Maracaibo, Venezuela.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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