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University of Mississippi journalism and integrated
marketing communications students at the School of
Journalism and New Media listen to famed broadcast
journalist and UM alumnus Shepard Smith speak Friday
(Oct. 18). Photo by Kevin Bain/Ole Miss Digital Imaging
Services

UM Alumnus Shepard Smith Inspires, Challenges
Students
Former Fox News anchor shares career memories, words of encouragement
during Ole Miss visit

OCTOBER 21, 2019 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

Famed broadcast journalist and University of Mississippi alumnus Shepard Smith returned to Ole Miss
Friday (Oct. 18) to speak to a roomful of journalism and integrated marketing communications students at
the School of Journalism and New Media. Photo by Kevin Bain/Ole Miss Digital Imaging Services

OXFORD, Miss. – A week after announcing his resignation from Fox News, famed broadcast journalist
Shepard Smith returned to the University of Mississippi Friday (Oct. 18) to speak to a roomful of
journalism and integrated marketing communications students at the School of Journalism and New
Media.

Smith shared that while technology will always change, the rules of good journalism practice and
citizenship never change.

“First and foremost, you must always operate in what’s good for the public interest,” he said. “Freedom
of the press is protected by the Constitution. With that freedom comes responsibility.”

Smith told the future journalists they should attribute whatever they do not see, hear, smell or taste. He
also encouraged them to practice full disclosure and always show respect.

“Always remember that with every news story there are people who deserve to be treated with respect,”
he said. “Respect every single person. It’s important because at the end of the day, it’s never just about
scooping the story.”

Smith also challenged the audience to “fix the
mess” created by his generation and older.

“You are the future,” he told a standing-room-
only crowd. “We messed it (the country) up.
You have to fix it.”

Reflecting on his remarkable career as an
investigative reporter of some of the nation’s
most controversial incidents, Smith urged his
listeners to begin by always telling the truth – no
matter how uncomfortable it may make some or
how awkward the results might be.

“Mistakes can usually be corrected, but you
have to do so with the same fervor that you
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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Shepard Smith, famed broadcast journalist and
University of Mississippi alumnus, and Will Norton,
dean of the School of Journalism and New Media, catch
up on Friday (Oct. 18). Photo by Kevin Bain/Ole Miss
Digital Imaging Services

made the mistake,” he said. “It’s just so much easier to tell the truth. Admit that you screwed it up. The
moment you don’t tell the truth, you’ve betrayed your audience.”

Smith said teamwork is also extremely important.

“At Ole Miss, you learn how to make friends and get along with people,” the Holly Springs native said. “If
you learn those things, you can go anywhere you want to go and achieve anything you want to achieve.”

After working at Fox News for 23 years – since its first broadcast in 1996 – the network’s senior
correspondent, managing editor and chief news anchor abruptly announced on his program, “Shepard
Smith Reporting,” that he was leaving the network.

“I left because it was time for a change,” Smith said. “Since then, I’ve been scheduling appearances at
several universities around the country. Ole Miss was my first stop. I love Ole Miss.”

Students and faculty said Smith’s remarks and
candor left a lasting impression on them.

Kendall Chavarria, a senior integrated marketing
communications major from Punta Gorda,
Florida, took notes during the talk.

“I thought it was cool how he said we have to
always tell the truth,” Chavarria said. “It’s
obviously something he is passionate about. In
an age when we hear so much about ‘fake
news,’ it’s really encouraging to hear a
successful member of the news media take a
stand for telling the truth.”

Smith is a great example of the type of alumni
Ole Miss produces, said Will Norton, dean of the School of Journalism and New Media.

“Shepard Smith is living proof that Ole Miss gives you a foundation to build a successful career in
journalism,” Norton said. “If you work hard, apply yourself and follow your dreams, then any of you can
become the next Shepard Smith.”
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