
University of Mississippi University of Mississippi 

eGrove eGrove 

University of Mississippi News 

1-26-2019 

Accountancy School Team Donates Winnings to Hurricane Relief Accountancy School Team Donates Winnings to Hurricane Relief 

Michael Newsom 

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Newsom, Michael, "Accountancy School Team Donates Winnings to Hurricane Relief" (2019). University of 
Mississippi News. 6138. 
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews/6138 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by eGrove. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of 
Mississippi News by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For more information, please contact 
egrove@olemiss.edu. 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fumnews%2F6138&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews/6138?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fumnews%2F6138&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:egrove@olemiss.edu


Search this website … Search

Two teams from the UM Patterson School of Accountancy won PwC’s Challenge case competition, and $1,000
of the winnings will go to Hurricane Michael relief efforts. Submitted photo by Victoria Dickinson

Accountancy School Team Donates Winnings to
Hurricane Relief
Students win accounting competition, contribute $1,000 to relief efforts in
Panama City

JANUARY 26, 2019 BY MICHAEL NEWSOM

OXFORD, Miss. – Ben Bradford, a University of Mississippi student from Panama City, Florida,
watched from Oxford last fall as Hurricane Michael wrought devastation on his hometown.

At the time, Bradford and other students from the Patterson School of Accountancy had
entered PwC’s Challenge case competition, which is hosted by the multinational professional services
firm. Teams were given two weeks to develop a business implementation plan.

The hurricane hit, and the Ole Miss junior had to set aside his work for the competition to go to Panama
City to help out. He worked remotely on the challenge while being involved in cleanup efforts there.

To his surprise, Bradford’s teammates tied with another team from Ole Miss for the win. His team
members donated $200 each, for a total of $1,000 toward hurricane relief efforts in his hometown.

“The cash prize of $200 per person is by no means an immaterial sum to a group of broke college
students,” Bradford said. “So, I was equally shocked when my teammates announced their decision to
donate their winnings to the hurricane relief effort of my choosing.

The money went to his childhood school, Holy Nativity Episcopal School, which lost its roof and took
significant damage.

Bradford’s family’s business, Grocery Outlet, a chain in Panama City area, was destroyed. He worked
with his teammates to figure out a plan for him to help out in Panama City while staying on task for the
PwC Challenge. He worked remotely for a week while he helped clean up. 

“None of them knew me before this competition, and none of them had met me when I left for Panama
City,” Bradford said. “I am beyond blessed to have had such generous – and smart – teammates.”

Two UM teams that tied for the win were made up of Bradford, Brooke Baumgardner, Shane Ferraro,
Mary Hanley Jones, Kara Kennedy, Wesley Knott, Matthew Lee, Molly Maroney, J.T. Novarese and
Michael Riedford.

A limited number of universities are invited to compete in the event, and UM is gaining a reputation of
national excellence in this realm, said Victoria Dickinson, an associate professor of accountancy and
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Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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the team’s faculty adviser. It’s fitting that the team donated its winnings to hurricane relief efforts, she
said.

“Ben’s team promptly donated their prize money to the affected communities to help with the cleanup
efforts,” Dickinson said. “This action exemplifies the spirit and generosity of what it means to be an Ole
Miss Rebel.”

The accountancy school thanks PwC for its continued support of UM students, she said.

“Their generous commitment to Patterson School through endeavors such as the case competition
ensures that our students will be well-equipped and prepared to compete in the global business
environment,” Dickinson said. 
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