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The UM School of Pharmacy has been ranked 12th
nationwide for financial value, based on average
salaries and student load debt for graduates. Photo by
Robert Jordan/Ole Miss Communications

UM School of Pharmacy Named Smart Financial Value
Graduates enjoy lower debt, comparable salaries as national averages

APRIL 28, 2017 BY ANNA HERD

OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi School of Pharmacy has been
named one of the best financial values in the
country among pharmacy programs, based on a
study by personal finance and loan refinancing
company SoFi.

The School of Pharmacy ranked 12th nationwide
and best in the Southeastern Conference, based
on the ratio of its graduates’ average salaries to
their average student loan debt.

The study used data from the American
Association of Colleges of Pharmacy on first-

year tuition and fees and student loan debt from more than 60 programs around the country, as well as
from the Bureau of Labor Statistics on median salaries of 2016 graduates.

“Our focus as a school continues to be on value, which we measure by cost and quality,” said David
Gregory, associate dean for student affairs at the School of Pharmacy. “We are grateful for this
recognition and will continue to work to advance on the value scale for pharmacy education.”

The average salary for an Ole Miss pharmacy graduate is $120,269, which is just under the national
median pharmacist salary of $121,500. However, UM pharmacy graduates have an average of $98,051 in
student loan debt, almost 40 percent lower than the national average of $157,425 for pharmacy
students.

This 1.2-to-1 ratio of salary to debt accounts for the program’s high rank in the SoFi study.

Starting salaries for UM pharmacy graduates are on the rise, which may be due to the shortage of
health care professionals in Mississippi, especially in more rural areas. In 2015, the Mississippi
Legislature addressed this issue by expediting licensure for rural practitioners.

Mississippi is ranked fifth nationwide in demand for pharmacists, according to the Pharmacist Demand
Indicator.

“In order to continue to recruit student pharmacists to take on public health issues, we must be
competitive in all areas,” said David D. Allen, pharmacy dean. “Being a good value in addition to being
an outstanding program enhances our ability to attract the top students.”
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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