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University of Mississippi public relations students and recent graduates swept the Public Relations
Association of Mississippi student competition, winning 16 of the 19 awards presented for PR projects.
They include (front row, from left) Hayden Benge, Chloe Parrish, Maggie Crouch, senior lecturer Robin
Street, Anna Bess Pavlakovich and Aleka Battista; (second row) Samantha Metz, Calyn Hoerner, Kendall
Patterson, Hailey McKee, Holly Lasker and Ally Langston; and (third row) Davis Roberts and Melanie
Wierzbicki. Photo courtesy Stan O’Dell

UM Students Sweep Statewide Public Relations Awards
Grenada student named outstanding PR student in Mississippi

APRIL 23, 2019 BY STAFF REPORT

OXFORD, Miss. – University of Mississippi public relations students swept the awards in the recent
Public Relations Association of Mississippi student competition, including one student being named
the state’s Outstanding PR Student.

Students and recent graduates from the School of Journalism and New Media won 16 of the 19
student awards presented for public relations projects April 12 at the PRAM state conference in
Vicksburg.

In addition, Davis Roberts, an integrated marketing communications major from Grenada, was named
Outstanding PR Student in Mississippi. He was selected from 13 nominees from across the state for
the award that includes a $500 scholarship. Journalism major Hailey McKee and IMC major Hayden
Benge also were recognized as nominees for the award.

For the competition for PR projects, students entered public relations campaigns they produced in
senior lecturer Robin Street’s advanced PR class during 2018. Each student created a campaign to
increase awareness or change opinion on a topic of their choice.

“Today’s communication specialists require skills in research and planning, as well as in all forms of
communication including writing, designing, photography, video, social media and website creation,”
Street said. “These students demonstrated that they excel in this diverse skill set.

“Their awards are a tribute to the preparation they received from all the faculty members at the School of
Journalism and New Media.”

Topics for the submitted projects included prescription drug abuse, the detrimental effects of loneliness,
the importance of registering to vote, equal pay for women, eating disorders in men, sex trafficking,
suicide prevention, the physical and emotional health benefits of having a pet, the dangers of e-cigarette
use, autism, and the dangers of bullying among teenagers.

Each campaign required multiple aspects, including writing news articles, shooting video and photos,
planning creative events, conducting research, and creating online and social media posts.
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to

News Releases UM COVID-19 Video Gallery University Communications Ole Miss Homepage Ole Miss News Blog

FacebookTwitterLinkedInEmailCopy
Link

SMSPrintFriendlyShare
FacebookTwitterInstagramLinkedInYouTube

Channel

https://news.olemiss.edu/
https://coronavirus.olemiss.edu/
https://news.olemiss.edu/video-gallery/
http://www.olemiss.edu/communications
http://www.olemiss.edu
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/blog/
https://news.olemiss.edu/author/rodguajardo/
https://news.olemiss.edu/#facebook
https://news.olemiss.edu/#twitter
https://news.olemiss.edu/#linkedin
https://news.olemiss.edu/#email
https://news.olemiss.edu/#copy_link
https://news.olemiss.edu/#sms
https://news.olemiss.edu/#printfriendly
https://www.addtoany.com/share#url=https%253A%252F%252Fnews.olemiss.edu%252Fum-students-sweep-statewide-public-relations-awards%252F&title=UM%20Students%20Sweep%20Statewide%20Public%20Relations%20Awards
https://news.olemiss.edu/um-students-sweep-statewide-public-relations-awards/ucimg-784-1/
https://olemiss.edu/
http://pramonline.org/
http://jnm.olemiss.edu/
https://www.facebook.com/olemiss
https://twitter.com/OleMiss
https://www.instagram.com/olemiss
https://www.linkedin.com/company/university-of-mississippi
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UChq-yl0ulgYdU81YkK3hv7Q
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/civil-engineering-professor-receives-most-cited-paper-award/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/campus-briefs/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/young-alumna-gives-back-to-school-of-accountancy/
https://news.olemiss.edu/category/university-offices/university-of-mississippi-foundation/
https://news.olemiss.edu/reuters-keep-an-eye-on-the-money-supply/


Robin Street (right) senior lecturer in
the UM School of Journalism and
New Media, congratulates Davis
Roberts, an integrated marketing
communications major from Grenada
who was selected as Outstanding PR
Student by the Public Relations
Association of Mississippi. Photo
courtesy Stan O’Dell

Comments from the judges, who remain anonymous, on the
students’ entries included “solid research and planning,” “very
thorough and impressive,” “exceptional,” “very creative,”
“comprehensive and well done,” “thoughtful campaign to bring
awareness and assistance to a difficult topic” and “creative and
thought-provoking.”

Matt Martin, PRAM vice president for awards, commended the
students’ entries.

“The award-winning work submitted by the students of the
University of Mississippi is notable for its creativity and solid
understanding and use of the public relations process,” Martin
said. “While their awards will add stars to their resume, it’s their
mastery of these fundamentals that will lead to successful
careers as PR practitioners.”

Multiple students can win in the same category if they earn the
required number of points as scored by the judges. No awards
were given in the highest category, called the Prism. The
Excellence Award is the next highest award, followed by the Merit
Award.

Winning Excellence Awards were Benge, of Tulsa, Oklahoma; Calyn Hoerner, an IMC graduate from
Houston; Holly Lasker, an IMC major from Seattle; and McKee, from Dyersburg, Tennessee. Street also
won an Award of Excellence in the professional media writing category.

Winning Merit awards were Aleka Battista, an IMC graduate from Tupelo; Barrett Climer, an IMC
graduate from Jackson; Maggie Crouch, a journalism major from Westmont, Illinois; Caroline Hewitt, a
journalism graduate from Covington, Louisiana; Ally Langston, a journalism major from Dallas;
Samantha Taylor Metz, a marketing and corporate relations major from Hernando; Chloe Parrish, an
IMC graduate student from Germantown, Tennessee; Kendall Patterson, a journalism major from
Corinth; Anna Bess Pavlakovich, a journalism major from Denver; Roberts; Madison Stewart, an IMC
graduate from Dallas; and Melanie Wierzbicki, a double major in Spanish and marketing and corporate
relations from Waxhaw, North Carolina.

For more information on the School of Journalism and New Media, visit http://jnm.olemiss.edu/.
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