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UM Team Places in Top 4 at National Debate
Championship

Warren Debate Union among finalists at event hosted by University of Alaska at
Anchorage

** APRL 28, 2022 BY EDWINB. SMITH

HFe WEERC SNRBS!

Members of the university’s Warren Debate Union have fun in Alaska, where they traveled recently for the

national debate championship. They are (front, from left) Mateos Lozano, James Hirsch and Ben Oakes, and

back, from left) Jacob Smith, Joseph Jiles, Andy Flores, Clark Bzel, Jacob Ratliff and Spencer Heitman.
bmitted photo

OXFORD, Miss. — Debaters representing the University of Mississippi recently were finalists at a
national championship tournament hosted by the University of Alaska at Anchorage.

Members of the Warren Debate Union eamed a Top 4 finalist finish at the league’s inaugural in-person
competition. Last fall, a group of British Parliamentary debate coaches from across the country started
a league for recurring online debate tournaments, to provide opportunities for student competition during
the pandemic.

The team of juniors was Andy Flores, from Ocean Springs, also one of the university’s new Harry S.
Truman Scholars, and Spencer Heitman, of Baton Rouge, Louisiana. Both students received two first-
place rankings during the preliminary debates to secure the seventh seed at the toumament. They upset
the third and sixth seeds in the semifinals to advance to the “grand final” round of the contest.

More than 40 teams representing a dozen universities competed in the tournament. Joining UM among
the Top 4 were students from the U.S. Air Force Academy, University of Alaska and Regis University.

“Although Andy and Spencer were ultimately defeated by the national champion team from the Air Force
Academy, their performance at the tournament was nothing short of excellent,” said Jacob Justice,
assistant professor of speech communication, director of forensics in the Department of Writing and
Rhetoric and the team’s faculty adviser.

Other UM students who competed were James Hirsch, a senior economics and public policy leadership
major from Kansas City, Missouri; Jacob Ratliff, a master’s student in philosophy from Hattiesburg;
Clark Etzel, a sophomore from Russellvlle, Arkansas; Ben Oakes, a senior from Madison; Jacob Smith,
a freshman from Lacey, Washington; and Mateos Lozano, a freshman from Salinas, Califomia.

Joseph Jiles, a freshman from Jackson, sened as a judge at the
tournament.

Competing in Alaska was a fantastic experience, Hirsch said.
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Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program

OXFORD, Miss. — The Uniwersity of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dalls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted

Read the story ...

More Posts from this Category

Thank You To Our
Donors

Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Ains to Build Leaders

OXFORD, Miss. — Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship — a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association — are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship

Read the story ...
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Ole Miss In the News

Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment

Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’'s 1962 enroliment at

the University of Mississippi as the
schooal’s first African-American student.
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“| was able to interact with a variety of perspectives from students “‘James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a

coming from across the country to compete in an activity finding collection of essays edited by UM

itself again after years of extemnal and intemal disruption,” he said. professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
“The toumnament in Alaska showed some of the best of debate, honors this historic milestone with

ranging from a toumament willing to test norms to improve equity

and access in the activity to some of the highest-level competition Read the story ...

I've had the opportunity to see in person.

“l am so thankful for all that debate has given me, and this trip to More Posts from this Category
Anchorage was the cherry on top.”

The Ole Miss debaters showed impressive breadth by debating a
variety of topics, including the Ukraine-Russia war, food ethics,
policing reform, philosophical liberalism, social media and
international institutions.

In total, WDU teams received five first-place rankings during the

Ole Miss juniors Spencer Heitman . T . . .
geﬂ) and Andy Flores received two tournament, scoring victories over Vanderbilt University, the

irst-place rankings during University of Wisconsin, University of Alaska, Air Force, University
preliminary debates to secure the .
seventh seed at the national of Wyoming and others.

championsol}ip tournament at the

Uni i Alaska at Anch . . . .

ThQ’;’ &5;,'.2’ hed ff,‘.sm?, in thg orage The tourament concluded an impressive year of competition for
competition behind teams from the _

US. Air Force Academy, University of the WDU. Over the f:oursg of the 202.1 22 season, WDU students
Alaska and Regis University. eamed a Top 4 finalist finish at four different debate toumaments.
Submitted photo

Even more impressively, each of these Top 4 finishes were earmed
by four unique combinations of Ole Miss students.

Other highlights of this season included Jiles reaching the finals of the Linfield University online
tournament, and Hirsch and Ratliff reaching the finals of the Vanderbilt University toumament.
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