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UM Vice Chancellor for Research Josh Gladden (far
right) chats with (from left) ERDC Deputy Director David
Pittman, NCPA Director Craig Hickey and ERDC Director
James Holland during a visit Feb. 9 to the National
Center for Physical Acoustics. Photo by Robert
Jordan/Ole Miss Communications

Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter (left) enjoys conversations
with (from left) ERDC Director James Holland and
Deputy Director David Pittman during a visit to the
Lyceum. Photo by Thomas Graning/Ole Miss
Communications

University, ERDC Officials Discuss Partnership
Opportunities
UM aims to increase collaborations with agency on several research projects

FEBRUARY 13, 2017 BY EDWIN SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – Several University of
Mississippi administrators met with two top
representatives from the U.S. Army Engineer
Research and Development Center who visited
campus Thursday (Feb. 9) to discuss
strengthening mutually beneficial collaborations.

ERDC Director Jeff Holland and Deputy Director
David Pittman visited Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter;
Alex Cheng, dean of the School of
Engineering; and Craig Hickey, interim director
of the National Center for Physical Acoustics,
to talk about funding opportunities and
strategies. The ERDC officials also met with
William Nicholas, director of the Hub at Insight

Park; and Ryan Miller, associate director of the Haley Barbour Center for Manufacturing
Excellence.

“We’ve had a wonderful relationship with the University of Mississippi for many years,” Holland said.
“While it’s important that researchers at both ERDC and the university collaborate with each other, it’s
also important that senior administrators at both places do the same. I believe we absolutely
accomplished that objective today.”

Both Cheng and Hickey touted the value of the visit.

“In terms of engineering research, EDRC is one of the strongest assets in the state of Mississippi,”
Cheng said. “The School of Engineering looks forward to educating students for high-tech careers who,
hopefully, will seek and find employment at ERDC, thereby boosting the state’s economic growth.”

“As primarily a research organization on campus, NCPA and ERDC have multiple common research
areas of interests,” Hickey said. “I can foresee scientists at both facilities continuing to communicate
and increasing collaboration.”

Before Thursday’s meetings, UM and ERDC officials conducted visits, tours and calls at both sites.
They agreed that the resilience of earthen dams and levees is a topic with mutual interest and
capabilities that meets a national need.

“Over the past several years, UM and ERDC
have put more energy into exploring
collaborations, and we are excited about new
opportunities that are emerging,” said Josh
Gladden, interim vice chancellor for research
and sponsored programs.

Last fall, the university signed an Educational
Partnership Agreement and joined the ERDC
Graduate Institute. The move allows both Ole
Miss and ERDC to host coursework, pursue
internships and engage in other activities.

The university and ERDC have shared interest
and expertise in infrasound and earthen dam and levee monitoring and assessment, Gladden said.

“There are immediate opportunities in these fields for us to pursue together,” he said. “Other areas of
potential collaboration are acoustic monitoring techniques for fish ecology, sediment transport, blast-
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Campus Briefs
Students Learn ‘Real Politics’ in
Washington, D.C., Winter Session
OXFORD, Miss. – Eleven University of
Mississippi students spent their winter
break learning about the people who work
behind the scenes of the American
government in Washington, D.C. Lead by
Jonathan Klingler, assistant professor of
political science, the students of Pol 391:
Applied Politics met not with candidates,
but with the people who make candidates’
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
abate. The Federal Reserve’s
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resistant materials and general disaster resilience. As our relationship strengthens, it is likely this list
will expand.

“Dr. Holland and I are on the same page about the need to foster higher-tech businesses in the state.
They have looked at the business ecosystems around other large government research facilities which
have vibrant small high-tech startups as potential models for ERDC and Vicksburg.”

Pittman and Miller said the agency’s partnership with the university will result in continued successful
outcomes.

“We’ve had a wonderful association with the University of Mississippi for many decades,” Pittman said.
“With new leaders coming into place, we look forward to our relationship becoming even stronger.”

“Having Drs. Holland and Pittman on campus was a great honor and a testament to the relationship we
have with them and want to continue developing,” Miller said. “They had a great tour of the CME and
discussed how manufacturing education here might play into research that ERDC is doing.”

UM is included in the elite group of R1: Doctoral Universities – Highest Research Activity by the
Carnegie Classification of Institutions of Higher Education, the definitive list of the nation’s top doctoral
research universities. The group, which includes Harvard, MIT and Johns Hopkins, represents 2.5
percent of institutions of higher education in the U.S.

FILED UNDER: INSIGHT PARK, NATIONAL CENTER FOR PHYSICAL ACOUSTICS, NEWS RELEASES, SCHOOL OF
ENGINEERING
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