
University of Mississippi University of Mississippi 

eGrove eGrove 

University of Mississippi News 

3-25-2022 

Women Business Owners and University Leaders Address Group Women Business Owners and University Leaders Address Group 

Claire Sahs 

Follow this and additional works at: https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Sahs, Claire, "Women Business Owners and University Leaders Address Group" (2022). University of 
Mississippi News. 6866. 
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews/6866 

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by eGrove. It has been accepted for inclusion in University of 
Mississippi News by an authorized administrator of eGrove. For more information, please contact 
egrove@olemiss.edu. 

https://egrove.olemiss.edu/
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fumnews%2F6866&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://egrove.olemiss.edu/umnews/6866?utm_source=egrove.olemiss.edu%2Fumnews%2F6866&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:egrove@olemiss.edu


Search this website … Search

The Women in Leadership panel included some of Oxford’s most successful business leaders and
educators: (from left) Timber Heard, of Talitha Kumi Jewels; Erin Holmes, of the UM School of Pharmacy;
Kate Newman, of Style Assembly; Catherine Hultman, for the Gertrude C. Ford Ole Miss Student Union; and
Tonyalle Rush, of Northwest Mississippi Community College. Submitted photo

Women Business Owners and University Leaders Address
Group
Panel of business women advise a new generation, celebrating Women's
History Month

MARCH 25, 2022 BY CLAIRE SAHS

OXFORD, Miss. – Women in Leadership, a new graduate student organization at the University of
Mississippi, recently observed Women’s History Month with a panel discussion and luncheon to allow
business women to lead and build their reputation as women in their respective fields.

The organization strives to inspire women by giving them opportunities to connect with others who value
diversity and advocate for one another. It is open to any female studying at the graduate level.

“As women, we are all here to support one another. It takes a village to be successful at anything,” said
Kate Newman, owner of Style Assembly, a women’s clothing boutique just off the Oxford Square. “It’s
about finding a way around the barrier in anything you do.”

“It’s not about the problem you are facing, it’s about what you are doing to solve it.”

The Ole Miss observance traces its roots to 1978, when educators in Santa Rosa, California, planned
and executed a local celebration referred to as Women’s History Week. The organizers selected the
week of March 8 to correspond with International Women’s Day.

The movement quickly spread across the country and other communities began hosting their own
celebrations the following year. By 1987, Congress passed legislation to designate the month of March
to women’s history, according to the National Women’s History Museum.

The March 9 panel included some of Oxford’s most successful businesswomen in leadership positions:
Timber Heard, founder and CEO of Talitha Kumi Jewels; Erin Holmes, associate professor of pharmacy
administration at the UM School of Pharmacy; Kate Newman, owner of Style Assembly; Catherine
Hultman, operations coordinator for the Gertrude C. Ford Ole Miss Student Union; and Tonyalle Rush,
associate vice president for student services and enrollment management at Northwest Mississippi
Community College.

“I think it’s important for women to support women no matter what,
but in business especially,” said Maia Dooley, both the first and
current president for Women in Leadership.

“The business industry is still dominated by men. We as women
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
Supply
U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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Women in Leadership panel
member Tonyalle Rush (left) talks
with Ashley McGee, director of
MBA administration at Ole Miss.
Submitted photo

need to empower and inspire each other as we work together
towards equality.”

Panel members were asked about some of the challenges they face
on a daily basis. A common theme among the panel was finding a
way to balance it all.

“It makes me feel better to hear these other successful women in
leadership say ‘You know what, I don’t have it all together!'” Holmes
said.

“Letting other women know you are struggling, although it can be
difficult, opens up a lot of important conversations,” Hultman added.
“Vulnerability goes a long way.”

Ashley McGee, director of MBA administration at Ole Miss,
facilitated the discussion and closed by asking each panelist what
they wish they could tell their younger self.

“You are not required to set yourself on fire to make others warm,”
Rush said. “As women, we continue to take on more and more
responsibilities.

“I wish I could tell my 25-year-old self to live in the moment, enjoy life and take care of yourself.”

Audience members ranged from Susan Duncan, dean of the UM School of Law, to students and
members of the community, such as Tanisha Bankston, author of “My Pain is My Power.”

The women in attendance, including panel members, left feeling inspired and motivated.

“The organization focuses on connecting with fellow women to foster an environment that allows us to
grow in confidence and leadership,” McGee said. “I’ve learned so much, myself, from the leaders who
have served on our panels over the past year, and I have been inspired by the conversations that our
students have had with them.”
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