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The artifacts, which span 10,000 years of native life in
Mississippi, will be available for viewing throughout
the summer. Photo by Marlee Crawford/Ole Miss
Communications

Student-curated Exhibit Open at J.D. Williams Library
Display of artifacts spanning 10,000 years available for viewing through
summer

APRIL 25, 2018 BY CHRISTINA STEUBE

OXFORD, Miss. – University of Mississippi
anthropology students have curated an exhibit of
stone artifacts that are on display at the J.D.
Williams Library.

The exhibit features a grasshopper effigy bead,
arrowheads, chunky stones, axes and a
ceramic human effigy from the Calvin S. Brown
Collection, managed by the university’s Center
for Archaeological Research. Brown, a
modern languages professor at UM in the early
1900s, acquired objects from archaeological
sites across the state for the university.

The curated objects are in a display case in the reading room of the library’s Department of Archives
and Special Collections. The exhibit will remain through the summer.

Students curated the exhibit during the fall semester as part of Anthropology 309: Archaeology of the
Southeast and Mississippi. They chose each object to display, worked on descriptions for each and
designed the display.

Maureen Meyers, assistant professor of anthropology, taught the course to give students a more
hands-on learning experience.

“Unlike a traditional paper, this project allowed students to use these valuable collections by identifying
the objects and researching each, then learning how to present that information to the public,” Meyers
said. “Students found the experience both unique and invaluable because it allowed them to learn about
how items displayed and also how they used by native peoples.”

The items on display span 10,000 years of native life in Mississippi.

“When Dr. Meyers approached me with this idea, I felt it was a perfect fit for the department and would
showcase an extremely important subject through rare artifacts,” said Jennifer Ford, head of special
collections. “In addition, having UM students work on the exhibit was a wonderful experience for us, as it
is one of the first student-curated displays held in special collections.”

Ford and Meyers presented the students with information about how to create an engaging exhibit by
telling stories and making people want to learn more.

Brandon Fassinger, a senior from Phoenix who is double majoring in history and anthropology, said he
enjoyed how the course incorporated real archaeological work in a classroom setting.

Students worked in the archaeology lab when not in the classroom to determine the use and function of
the artifacts that would eventually be in the exhibit. Fassinger and his classmates used digital scales
and calipers to precisely determine the dimensions and weight of each artifact.

“This part was really my favorite because it was really hands-on and engaging,” he said.

The students then decided which pieces represented cultural aspects of Mississippian society to put on
display.

Fassinger said the experience gave him extensive knowledge of Southeastern archaeology and ancient
Native American people and was a major factor in his decision to add anthropology as a second major.

“I learned more about archeology from this class than I ever had before,” he said. “I really felt like I was
learning how the research was done, and I’ve come to respect the man hours put into these large-scale
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Campus Briefs
Civil Engineering Professor Receives
Most-Cited Paper Award
OXFORD, Miss. – Peer recognition is a
rewarding experience for anyone, but
University of Mississippi researcher Amir
Mehrara Molan was elated when an article
he co-authored recently received the Most
Cited Paper Award at the
102nd Transportation Research Board
meeting in the nation’s capital. The
International Journal of Transportation
Science and Technology presented the civil
engineering
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Young Alumna Gives Back to School
of Accountancy
OXFORD, Miss. – Stephanie Jennings
Teague, of Chicago, sees her commitment
of $100,000 to the Patterson School of
Accountancy‘s new building at the
University of Mississippi as a means of
saying “thank you.” “It is a way to show a
small token of my appreciation to Ole
Miss, the faculty and staff, and the
accounting
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Reuters: Keep an Eye on the Money
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U.S. inflation roller coaster prompts fresh
look at long-ignored money supply By
Michael S. Derby NEW YORK – The
amount of money sloshing around the U.S.
economy shrank last year for the first time
on record, a development that some
economists believe bolsters the case for
U.S. inflation pressures continuing to
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projects and curation in general.”

For more information on research, educational and outreach programs in archaeology at Ole Miss, visit
http://car.olemiss.edu.
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