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The papers and memorabilia of the late Jack Reed Sr. of Tupelo have been donated to the UM Department of
Archives and Special Collections. A public preview and announcement is scheduled Aug. 23 on campus.
Submitted photo

Archives and Special Collections Displays Jack Reed Sr.
Gift
Aug. 23 event spotlights artifacts of the late Tupelo business leader, civil rights
movement icon

AUGUST 6, 2018 BY EDWIN B. SMITH

OXFORD, Miss. – Selected memorabilia and artifacts belonging to the late Mississippi business leader
and civil rights movement icon Jack Reed Sr. will be displayed this fall at the University of Mississippi.

A display prepared from a larger collection of Reed’s papers opens Aug. 23 on the third floor of the J.D.
Williams Library. Scheduled presenters for the 5 p.m. event include Scott Reed, Jack Reed’s
youngest child; Andy Mullins, the UM chancellor’s chief of staff emeritus; Vaughn Grisham, professor
emeritus of political science and founding director of the McLean Institute for Public Service and
Community Engagement; and Jennifer Ford, the library’s head of archives and special collections.

Other members of the Reed family expected to attend include children Jack Reed Jr., Camille Reed
Sloan and Catherine Reed Mize, and several grandchildren and cousins.

“Special Collections is extremely honored to house the papers of Jack Reed Sr., and we are indebted to
the Reed family for this gift,” Ford said. “Work has already begun to catalog the extensive collection to
make it available for scholarly use by early 2019.

“We wanted to take this opportunity to announce the recent donation, as well as draw attention to the
significance of Mr. Reed’s life and work.”

Reed was a Tupelo retail owner who became a strong voice and guiding light that significantly affected
the peaceful integration of Mississippi schools in the 1960s.

“Our father was chairman of the Blue Ribbon Committee that created the Mississippi State Board of
Education and served as its chairman for most of the 1980s,” Scott Reed said. “He was also a part of
the Methodist Church National Committee on Religion and Race that charted the course for the
Methodist response during that time.”

Reed Sr. served as chairman of President H.W. Bush’s National Advisory Committee on Education
Research and Improvement. He was known for his excellent public speaking skills and his ability to
combine humor, wit and insight into very serious subject matter.

In 1987, Reed ran as the Republican nominee for governor, using his staunch support of public
education as a major platform for the election, which he eventually lost to Ray Mabus. He also was
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Campus Briefs
Donations Sought for 25th Annual
Books and Bears Program
OXFORD, Miss. – The University of
Mississippi is asking the community to
help spread a little joy this holiday season
by donating to the 25th annual Books and
Bears program. Donations such as toys,
books, dolls, bicycles and other children’s
play items are being accepted through
Dec. 14. All donations will be collected and
sorted
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Thank You To Our
Donors
Mississippi Excellence in Coaching
Fellowship Aims to Build Leaders
OXFORD, Miss. – Twenty-five inaugural
recipients of the Mississippi Excellence in
Coaching Fellowship – a program hosted
by the University of Mississippi School of
Education in partnership with the
Mississippi Association of Coaches and
the Mississippi High School Activities
Association – are expected to increase
their impact on student-athletes and their
communities. The coaching fellowship
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Ole Miss In the News
Clarion-Ledger: New Essay
Collection Tells the Story of
Meredith’s Enrollment
Essays celebrate 60th anniversary of
James Meredith’s enrollment at University
of Mississippi By Lauren Rhoades Oct. 1
marks the 60th anniversary of James
Meredith’s 1962 enrollment at
the University of Mississippi as the
school’s first African-American student.
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active throughout his career in the Mississippi Economic Council, serving as president in 1964.

Throughout his career, Reed’s contributions in the realms of public education, economic and community
development, and race relations spanned the state and region.

For more information on the Jack Reed Sr. Collection, call Jennifer Ford in the Department of Archives
and Special Collections at 662-915-7408 or email archivesdept@olemiss.edu.
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“James Meredith: Breaking the Barrier,” a
collection of essays edited by UM
professor of journalism Kathleen Wickham,
honors this historic milestone with
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