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 Throughout his writing career, William Faulkner demonstrated a deep interest if not in 

what is normally regarded as detective fiction, then in its thematic and formal staple: the process 

of detection. Characteristically, he compounded the usual attributes of the mode: incessant 

qualification and complication, conflicting yet always compelling speculation, late  

revelation—along with a readiness, perhaps the most distinctive Faulknerian touch, to leave 

matters unresolved. It is as if there were no solution that could possibly match the game of 

detection itself; as if mystery were not something to be explained but to be preserved as the basis 

of significant thought. 

 The 36th annual Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha conference will examine “mystery” in 

Faulkner’s fiction as a prominent thematic element and formal strategy. The approach is relevant 

to his passion for modernist experiment, his concern with the processes of knowing, his 

expansion of the popular fictional and cinematic  practices of his time. Some of the questions and 

issues that might be considered: How does Faulkner handle mystery in those texts—Sanctuary, 

Knight’s Gambit, and Intruder in the Dust—in which he seems to be relying on standard 

strategies? How does the mystery that remains in a specific Faulkner text illuminate the action 

that somehow works to keep that mystery hidden? What is the effect of mystery on the thematic 

statement—social, racial, economical, sexual, historical, colonial—that the text engages? Does 

Faulkner refuse commitment by refusing resolution—and if not, what form does commitment 

take? Is there a melding of period definition in mystery: modernism, postmodernism, 

postcolonialism—or the emergence of a new definition? What bearing does the idea of mystery 

have on Faulkner’s work as a screen-writer? 



 We are inviting 40-minute plenary papers and 20-minute panel papers. Plenary papers 

consist of approximately 5,000 words and will appear in the conference volume published by the 

University Press of Mississippi. Panel papers consist of approximately 2,500 words, and will be 

considered by the conference program committee for possible expansion and inclusion in the 

published volume. 

 For plenary papers the 15th edition of the University of Chicago Manual of Style should 

be used as a guide in preparing manuscripts. Three copies of manuscripts (hard copy only) 

must be submitted by January 31, 2009. Authors whose papers are selected will receive a waiver  

of the conference registration fee and  lodging at the Inn at Ole Miss from Saturday, July 18,  

through Thursday, July 23. For short papers, two-page abstracts must be submitted by January  

31, 2009, either through e-mail attachment or hard copy. Authors whose papers are selected will 

receive a reduction of the registration fee to $100. All manuscripts and inquiries should be  

addressed to Donald Kartiganer, Department of English, The University of Mississippi,  

University, MS 38677-1848. Telephone: 662-915-5793, e-mail: dkartiga@olemiss.edu.  

Decisions for all papers will be made by March 1, 2009.  
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