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Call for Papers


Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha


Faulkner’s Geographies/Southern Literary Geographies: July 17-21, 2011

The 37th annual Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha Conference will explore the topic of “Faulkner’s Geographies,” opening outward from the germinal ground of the author’s postage stamp of native soil to consider the myriad means and itineraries by which bodies get around in Yoknapatawpha and beyond.  We welcome submissions that engage with contemporary scholarship in social geography or reflect on the role of spatiality in literature and culture, as a way to illuminate the meaning, organization, and function of space in Faulkner’s work and world.

Topics could include, but are by no means limited to:  the uses of local, regional, national, hemispheric, imperial, colonial, global, or postcolonial topographies as a window onto Faulkner’s writings; the dynamics of country and city, core and periphery, metropolis and hinterland, or simply of place and space, in particular texts or in the Faulkner oeuvre generally; the significance and function of spatial borders or boundaries; mythic geographies of North and South, East and West; the poetics, politics, economics, phenomenology, or psychology of Faulknerian space; actual maps and acts of mapping in the novels and stories; geographies of development (over-, under-, or uneven), of migration, of exile or diaspora; the flow of bodies, persons, or populations through space; and the contours of Yoknapatawpha itself as an imagined geography.  


We are inviting 40-minute plenary papers and 20-minute panel papers. Plenary papers consist of approximately 5,000 words and will appear in the conference volume published by the University Press of Mississippi. Panel papers consist of approximately 2,500 words, and will be considered by the conference program committee for possible expansion and inclusion in the published volume.  

This year, as a new feature of the conference, we will also entertain proposals for 20-minute papers or 75-minute panels on the broader topic of “Southern Literary Geographies”—not necessarily limited to Faulkner—for a series of sessions on various aspects of that subject as well.


For plenary papers the 16th edition of the University of Chicago Manual of Style should be used as a guide in preparing manuscripts. Three copies of manuscripts (hard copy only)

must be submitted by January 31, 2011. Authors whose papers are selected will receive a waiver 

of the conference registration fee and lodging at the Inn at Ole Miss from Saturday, July 16, 

through Thursday, July 21. For short papers, two-page abstracts must be submitted by January 

31, 2011, preferably through e-mail attachment. Authors whose abstracts are selected will receive a reduction of the registration fee to $100. All manuscripts and inquiries should be addressed to Donald Kartiganer, Department of English, The University of Mississippi, University, MS 38677-1848. Telephone: 662-236-7194, e-mail: dkartiga@olemiss.edu. Decisions for all papers will be made by March 5, 2011.

