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OXFORD
CONFERENCE

TUESDAY, MARCH 20, 2018
5:00 p.m.

Pre-conference Warm-Up
Michael Farris Smith reads from The Fighter

OH Square BOO]ZS on tl’le OXfOI‘(l Square

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21, 2018

Wednesclay's luncheon program takes place at the J. D. Williams Lil)rary
on the University campus; two program sessions on We(lnesday after-
noon take place at the Overl)y Center for Southern ]ournalism and
Politics, located on the University campus, and the final rea(ling for the
day takes place at Off Square Books on the Oxford Square. The au-
thors’ party is at the Barksdale-Isom House, 1003 Jefferson Ave.

11:00 a.m. Welcome Lunch at Archives and
Special Collections
Hosted L)y the Friends of the Lil}rary
Archives and Special Collections
J. D. Williams Lil)rary

11:30 a.m. The Desegregation of Public Libraries in the
Jim Crow South
Wayne A. W]iegand and Shirley Wiegan(l
Axchives and Special Collections
J. D. Williams Library

1:30 p.m. Fannye Cook: Mississippi’s Pioneering
Conservationist
Cathy Shropshire portrays Fannye Cook in a one-
woman show bhased on Dorothy Shawhan’s Fannye Cook:
Mississippi’s Pioneering Conservationist, with comments
I)y editors LiM)y Hartfield and Marion Barnwell
Overby Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

3:00 p.m. Writing US Political History
Curtis Wilkie, Tom Oliphant, Ellen Meacham,
]o}ln A. Farrell
Overl)y Center for Southern ]ournalism and Politics

5:00 p.m. Reacling’ and Conversation
]ona’c}lan Miles, in conversation with Jim Dees

OH Square BOOIZS on the OX{OI’(]. Square

6:30 p.m. Book Conference Authors Party
Co-hosted ljy the Friends of the Li})rary
Barksdale-Isom House
1003 Jefferson Ave.

(Advance Ticket Requirecl)

THURSDAY, MARCH 22, 2018

Thursclay’s sessions take place at the Qver]:)y Center for Southern
Journalism and Politics on the University campus and at Southside
Gallery, 150 Courthouse Square. Thacker Mountain Radio will be held
at Lyric Theater on the Oxford Square. A book signing for Thursclay’s
authors will be held at Square Books immec].iately following Thacker
Mountain Radio.

9:30 a.m. Writing on the Southern Latino Experience
Simone Delerme, Leon F‘inlz, Daniel COnnoHy, and

Angela Stuesse
Overl)y Center for Southern ]ournalism and Politics

11:00 a.m. Southern Bohemianism: The
Countercultural Soutll
Shawn Chandler Bingham and Lindsey A. Freeman,
Zandria Robinson,
Scott Barretta, Chris Oﬂ;utt, and Jaime Cantrell
Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

Lunch on YOL‘[I‘ OWII

12:00 p.m. “Could Pul)lis}ling Be in My Future?”
Pu]:)lishing’ as a Career
A campus visit by University Press of Mississippi
Barnarcl O]JServatory Conference, ROOm 108

1:15 p.m. The Tennessee Fig‘llt for Women's Suffrag’e
Elaine Weiss, in conversation with Jessica Wilkerson

Overl)y Center for Southern ]ournalism and Politics

2:30 p-m. A Summons to Oxford
Ann Beattie on Peter YZzy/or: The Comp/ete Stories
Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and Politics

4:30 p.m. Poetry and Prose on the Square
Beth Ann Fenne]ly, Marcus Wicker, Jenny Browne, and
Jennifer Tseng
Southside GaHery on the Oxford Square
150 Courthouse Square

6:00 p.m. Thacker Mountain Radio
Guest author Martin Amis
Guest musicians Larkin Poe
and Sarah Shook & the Disarmers
Lyric Theater on the Oxford Square
1006 Van Buren Ave.




FRIDAY, MARCH 23, 2018

Friday’s sessions take place at the Lafayette County Courthouse on the
Oxford Square, at the Lafayette County and Oxford Public Library, and
at Off Square Books on the Oxford Square.

10:30 a.m. Radical Foodways
]ohn T Edge and ]onathan Kauffman
Lafayette County Courtl'louse on the Oxford Square

12:00 p.m. Poetry Talk and Lunch
Jenny Browne, spealaer/poet
Lafaye’tte County and Oxford Public Library
401 Bramlett Blvd.
Sponsorecl lny the Lafayette County and Oxford
Public Library
(Advance Registration Apprecia’ced)

1:15 p.m. Reacling‘ and Conversation
Martin Amis
Lafayette County Courthouse on the Oxford Square

2:30 p.m. Affrilachian Poets and Their Legacy
Julian Randall, Frank X Walker, Kelly Norman Ellis,
and Ricardo Nazario y Colon
Lafaye’cte County Courthouse on the Oxford Square

3:45 p.m. Rea«ling’ and Conversation
Ann Beattie, in conversation with Jane Hill
Lafayette County Courthouse on the Oxford Square

5:00 p.m. Twenty-Five and Counting

Closing Reception and Book Signing
Off Square Books on the Oxford Square

The Children’s Book Festival

The 2018 Children’s Book Festival, E ﬂi]'S'[EIF ON
held in conjunction with the Oxford MARKETSTREET
Conference for the Boole, will be held "

at the Ford Center for Peﬁorming Arts
on Thursclay, March 22, with more

than 1,200 first graders and fifth grad—
ers from the schools of La£ayette County
and Oxford in attendance. Author Matt

de la Peia will present
A MATION'S his book Last Stop on

H o P Mar/eet Street at 9:00 a.m. £or the first
.—.-:ne.i o - B graclers and A Nation's Hope: The Story
IbE L ne ofBoxing Legena’]oe Louis at 10:30 a.m.

: — ' for the fifth graders. — »

'ﬂ 3 The Lafayette County

. Literacy Council
wietson | x| DE LA PEFIA sponsors the first-

L grade program and

the Junior Auxiliary
of Oxford sponsors the {:ifth—gracle pro-

gram. All 1,200 children will receive
their own copy of the books.

Special Events

Registerfar events online at
www.oxforalcon][erencefortlzel)oo/e.com/attena’.

Welcome Lunch

Weclnesclay, March 21, at 11:00 a.m.

Hosted l)y the Friends of the Library,
this lunch in the J.D. Williams Li]arary’s :

Archives and Special Collections is a
wonderful kick-off event.

Free, but registration is appreciatea] The University of Mississippi

Book Conference Authors Party
We(lnesday, March 21, at 6:30 p-m.

Co-hosted 1)y the Friends of the Lil)rary and held at the
historic Barksdale-Isom House (1003 Jefferson Ave.), this
much-loved opening reception is a 1ive1y fundraiser with
wonderful food, (lrinles, and conversation between fellow

conference attendees and guest writers.

Reservations requirea’. Tickets $50. Purchase tickets tlzraugk the
conference website. A limited number o][ tickets will be available at

the door.
“Could Pul)lislling Be in My Future?” Pul)lishing' as

a Career

Thursday, March 22, at 12:00 p.m.

A campus visit ]ay University Press of Mississippi for students
and scholars interested in university presses, scholarly
publishing, and internships and opportunities available at UPM.
Barnard Observatory Conference Room

Free, no advance registration necessary

Thacker Mountain Radio
Tllursday, March 22, at 6:00 p-m.

Thacker Mountain Radio will host
a special OCB show at the Lyric
Theater on the Oxford Square (1006

Van Buren Avenue) .

Free, no advance registration necessary

Poetry Talk and Lunch
F‘riclay, March 23, at 12:00 p.m.

Hosted l)y the Lafayette County and Oxford Public Li})rary
(401 Barmlett Blvd.) D this lunch includes a talk on craft Ly

poet Jenny Browne.

Free, advance registration appreciated



SIGRID ESTRADA

The Pa rticipants

Martin Amis is the author of fourteen
novels, including London Fields and The
Zone of Interest, the memoir Experience,
two collections of stories, and six previous
nonfiction books. He lives in Brootelyn.

Marion Barnwell is protessor emerita
of English at Delta State University.

She is an editor, with Li]o]oy Harttietcl,
of Fannye Cook: Mississippi’s Pioneering

Conservationist, written tay Dorottly
Shawn.

Scott Barretta is an instructor of
sociotogy at the University of Mississippi
and a writer-researcher for the Mississippi
Blues Trail. He is the editor of Conscience
o][ the Folk Revival: The Writings o][[srae/
“Izzy” Young, a contributor to The
Bohemian South: Creating Countercultures,
from Poe to Pun/e, and former editor of the
magazines Living Blues an(t]eﬁ[erson.

Ann Beattie has been included in four
O. Henry Award Cotlections, in Jotln
Upctilee’s The Best American Short Stories
of the Century, and in ]enniter Egan’s
The Best American Short Stories 2014.
In 2000 she received the PEN/Malamud
Award for achievement in the short story.
In 2005 she received the Rea Award for
the Short Story. She was the Edgar Allan
Poe Professor of Literature and Creative
Writing at the University of Virginia and is a member of the
American Aca(temy of Arts and Letters and of the American
Academy of Arts and Sciences. Her latest book of fiction is

a collection of short stories, The Accomp/islzeal Guest, and she
recentty edited Poter Yay/or: The Collected Stories for the Lityrary
of America. She and her tlus]oand, Lincoln Perry, live in Maine
and Key West, Florida.

Shawn Chandler Bing’ham is an assistant protessor of
sociotogy at the University of South Florida and assistant dean
of the USF Honors Coﬂege. He is the author of Thoreau and the
Socio/ogica/ Imagination: The Wilds o][ Society, editor of The Art o][
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Social Critique: Fainting Mirrors o][Socia/
Life , and coauttlor, with Sara Green,

of Serious/y Funny: Disa])i/ity and the
Paradoxical Power ofHumor. His most
recent book is The Bohemian South:
Creating Countercu/tures, ][rom Poe to szk,
coedited with Lin(tsey A. Freeman.

NAOJIVH ANV

Jenny Browne is the current poet
laureate of Texas and author of three
collections of poems, At Onee, The
Second Reason, and Dear Stranger, and
two ctlap]oootzs , Welcome to Freetown and
lexas, Being. A former James Michener
Fellow at the University of Texas, she
worked for many years as a poet-in-ttle-
schools througtl the Texas Commission
on the Arts and is currentty a protessor of Engtish at Trinity

University where she teaches courses in creative writing, women
and gencler stu(ties, and environmental literature. Her poems
and essays have appearecl in numerous pu]otications , including
American Poetry Review, Boston Review, Garden and Gun, Oxfora]
American, the New York Times, and Tin House. She lives in
downtown San Antonio, Texas, with her hust)anct, photographer
Scott Martin, and their daugtlters, Ly(ta and Harriet.

Jaime Cantrell serves as the LGBT
Program Coordinator at the Center for
Inclusion and Cross Cultural Engagement
and is a taculty affiliate at the Sarah

Isom Center for Women and Gender
Studies. She is the coe(titor, with Amy
Stone, of Out o][tke C/oset, into the
Archive: Researclzing Sexual Histories ,

a Lambda Literary Award finalist for
LGBT Anttlotogy. Cantrell has pu]otishe(t
essays and reviews in the ]ourna/ o][ Leshian Studies , the ]ourna/ o][
Homosexua/ity, Stua[y the Soutlz, and Feminist Formations. She is

presentty at work on a book project titled “Southern Sapptlisms:
Sexuality and Sociatity in Literary Prottuctions, 1969—1 997.”

Daniel Connolly is a Memptlis-]oase(t
journatist and the author of The Book o][
Isaias: A Child oinspanic Immigrants
Secks His Own America. He uses rigorous
reporting to tell true stories about
immigration, economics, and gto]oatization
in the South. A fluent spealeer of Spanistl
and German, he was born in Memphis,

graduated from Kenyon College in Otlio,




and compietecl a postgradua’ce Fuii)rigiit teaciiing ieiiowsilip in
Germany. He moved to Alabama in 2002 to work at the former
Birminglzam Post-Herald newspaper, where he compietefi a major
project on Mexican immigration. He moved to Little Rociz,
Arizansas, and covered immigration for the Associated Press before
returning to Mempiiis in 2006 to join the staff of the Commercial
Appea/ newspaper, where he still works.

Jim Dees is the author of The Statue

and the Fury, which won the 2017
Inclepen(ient Publishers Association’s
Bronze award for best nonfiction in the
South. The book was also nominated for
a Mississippi Institute of Arts and Letters
Nonfiction Award. Since the fall of 2000,
Dees has been the host of the Thacker
Mountain Radio , @ music and literature
program heard weeieiy on Mississippi
Public Broadcasting. He lives in Oxiorcl, Mississippi.

Simone Delerme spent her childhood in
a Puerto Rican—concentrated enclave in
Hariem, New Yoriz, and later moved to

a suburb of ‘Wiiming’con, Delaware. She
cieveiopecl an interest in Latin American
and Caribbean studies while stuciying
abroad in Havana, Cui)a, and Mexico’s
Yucatan Peninsula. In the fall of 2013,
she joineci the Department of Socioiogy
and Antiiropoiogy, and the Center for the
Study of Southern Culture at the University of Mississippi.

She speciaiizes in the an’cixropoiogy of the contemporary United

States with interests in migration, critical race tileory, ianguage
i(ieoiogies, social class inequaiities, and suburbanization. Her
new etilnograpiiic research project examines Latino migration to

Mempilis, Tennessee, and North Mississippi.

Jo}ln T. Edg’e directs the Southern
Fooclways Aiiiance, an institute of

the Center for the Study of Southern
Culture. He has written or edited more
than a dozen ]300128, inciu(iing his recent
The Potlikker Papers: A Food History

of the Modern South. Eclge is editor

of the Fooaiways volume of The New
Encyc/opea’ia of Southern Cu/ture, and he
is series editor of Southern F‘oociways
Alliance Studies in Cuiture, Peopie, and Piace, pui)iisixefi i)y
the University of Georgia Press. A columnist for the Oxforal
American and a contrii)uting writer for Garden and Gun, Ecige
is an editor in residence at the Rivendell Writers’ Coiony, and
he serves on the iacuity of the MFA in Narrative Nonfiction
program at the Grady Coiiege of the University of Georgia.
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Kelly Norman Ellis is the author of
TJuga/oo Blues and Oﬁ[erings of Desire. Her
poetry has appearecl in Sisterfi're: Black
Womanist Fiction and Poetry, Spirit
and Flame, Role Call: A Generational
Antlzo/ogy O][ Social and Political Black
Literature anc]Art, Boomer Gir/s, Essence
Magazine, Obsidian , Ca/yx, and Cornbread
Nation. She is a recipient of a Kentucizy
— Foundation for Women writer’s grant and
is a Cave Canem fellow and iounciing member of the Affrilachian
Poets. Ellis is an associate proiessor of Engiisil and creative
writing and cilairperson for the Department of Engiisil, Foreign
Languages, and Literatures at Ciiicago State University.

]olln A. Farrell is the author of Clarence
Darrow: Attorney ][or the Damnea’, which
won the Los Ange/es Times Book Prize

for Biograpiiy, and Tip O’Neill and

the Democratic Century. A iongtime
journaiis’c, has worked at the Denver Post
and at the Boston G/olae, where he served
as White House corresponfient and on the
vaunted Spotiigil’c team.

Beth Ann Fennelly, poet laureate of
Mississippi, teaches in the MFA Program
at the University of Mississippi, where
she was named Outstancling Teacher of
the Year in 2011. Fenneﬂy has pui)iisileci
three poetry books: O Open House, Tender
Hoo/es and Unmentionables. Her poetry
has appeared in over iifty antixoiogies,
inciuciing Best American Poe’cry 1996,
2005, and 2006. In 2013, Beth Ann
and her hushand, Tom Franklin, coauthored a novel, The

Tilted er/al , set ciuring the 1927 flood of the Mississippi River.
Fenneiiy's newest book is Heating & Coo/ing: 52 Micro-Memoirs.
A contri]outing editor to the Ox][ord American, she also writes
freelance on travel, culture, and ciesign for many magazines. She
lives with her husband and their three chiidren, Anna CIaire,
Tixomas, and Noian, in Oxford.

Leon Fink, a specmiist in American

iai)or, immigration iustory, and the Gilded J
Age/Progressive Era, serves as interim
director of the PhD concentration in

the History of Woriz, Race, and Gender
in the Urban World at the University of
Hiinois—Cilicago and edits the journai
Labor: Studies in Wyr/eing Class History
o][ the Americas. In 2003 he traced the
transnational experience of recent Latino
immigrants in The Maya ofMorganton: Work and Community
in the Nuevo New South. Other works include Progressive

ANATIHA INVID




Intellectuals and the Dilemmas ofDemocratic Commitment, In
Search 0][ the %rking Class: Essays in American Labor History
and Political Culture , and Wyr/eingmen 's Democracy: The Km'glzts 0][

Labor and American Po/itics, among others.

Lindsey A. Freeman is a sociologist
who teactles, writes, and thinks about
cities, memory, art, and sometimes James
Agee. She is an assistant protessor in the
sociology and anthropology flepartment
at Simon Fraser University and is the
author of Longing ][or the Bomb: Oak
Rialge and Atomic Nosta/gia and coeclitor,
with Rachel Daniell and Benjamin
Nienass, of Si/ence, Screen, and Spectac/e:
Retlzinking Memory in the Age of[n][ormation. Her work has

also appearecl in Space and Cu/ture, Memory Stua’ies, and the
Intemationa/]ourna/ ofpo/itics, Culture, and Society. Her most

recent book is The Bohemian South: Creating Countercultures,
from Poe to sz/e, coedited with Shawn Chandler Bingliam.

Lil)t)y Hartfield is director emerita of the
Mississippi Museum of Natural Science.
She is an eclitor, with Marion Barnwell,

of Fannye Cook: Mississippi’s Pioneering
Conservationist, written lt)y Dorotliy Shawn.

Jane Hill recently retired as protessor and
chair of Englisll at Marshall University.
She is the author of two lt)oolas, Gail
Godwin and Cobb County: At the Heart

o][ Clzange, as well as the editor of four
anthologies of contemporary literature.
She has pulalisllecl critical essays on Ann
Beattie, David Bottoms, James Diclzey, Gail Gorlwin, Mary

Lee Settle, and other contemporary authors. Qccasionally,

she has written on television and movies as well. She now lives
in Westminster, South Carolina, with her llusl)ancl, Bol), and
their flogs, Byron, Lena, and Spangle (namecl for characters in
Faulkner’s Liglzt in August and Beattie’s Fa//ing in P/ace) , where
she is worleing on a book about Beattie’s work and a creative
nonfiction project about her years in the acaclemy.

A line cook turned journalist, ]onatllan
Kauffman is an International Association
of Culinary Professionals and James

Beard Award—winning staff writer at

the San Francisco Chronicle. He served

as the restaurant critic at the Fast Bay
Express, Seattle %ek/y, and SF VVee/e/y for

more than a (leca(le, and has contributed

regularly to San Francisco magazine, Lucky Peach, and Wine &
Spirits. His articles have also been antliologizecl in several editions
of Best Food Writing. A native of Indiana, he now lives in San
Francisco. Hippie Food is his first book.

Ellen Meacham is a Tennessee native,
longtime resident of Mississippi, and a
career journalist and journalism instructor
at her alma mater, the University of
Mississippi, where she teaches news
reporting and ecliting. She is the author
of Delta Epiplzany: Robert F. Kennea’y

in Mississippi and has been a worlzing
journalist for more than twenty years.

Uniquely positionect to write Delta
Epiplzany , Meacham’s experience as a newspaper reporter has
provi(le(l her with extensive contacts within the state’s political
and journalistic circles. In aflclition, her master’s clegree in
Southern Studies from the University of Mississippi undergir(ls

her un(lerstanding of the culture and the people of the Mississippi
Delta. She lives outside of thorcl, in Taylor, with her tarnily.

]onatllan Miles ,an erstwhile Oxford
resiclent, is the author of the novels
Anatomy O][ a Miracle , Dear American
Airlines , and Want Not , the latter both
New York Times Notable Books. He is a

former columnist for the New York Times,
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has served as a contril:;uting editor to
magazines ranging from Details to Field
and Stream, and his journalisrn has been

trequently anttiologizecl in Best American
Sports Writing and Best American Crime Writing. He is also the
author of a book on fish and game cooleery, The Wild Clze][, and
competefl in the Dakar Rally, an off-road race ttirougll Africa.

Ricardo Nazario y Colén attended
Jesus T. Pifiero primary school in
Carruzos, Puerto Rico, and Lou Gelirig
I.S. 151 in the South Bronx. In

1992 tle completecl tlis unclergracluate
studies at the University of Kentuclzy in
Latin American Studies and Spanisl’i
Literature. As a student at the University
of Kentucley, Nazario y Colén became

a cofounder of the Affrilachian Poets.
For the last twenty years Nazario y Colén has been traveling
the Appalacliian Region and other parts of the United States

consulting on ctiversity and leaflerstlip (levelopment, and worlzing

with community groups and universities. As a member of the
Affrilachian Poets he is particularly engagefl in the tigllt against
mountaintop removal mining and works to educate individuals
outside the Appalacliian region. He is currently chief ctiversity
officer at Western Carolina University.




SUSAN SPENCER

AUDRIA RICHMOND

Chris Offutt is an awarci—winning author
and screenwriter. He worked on the HBO
drama True Blood and the Showtime
series Weeds. His books include Kentuc]ey
Straiglzt, The Same River Tivice, The Good
Brotlzer, Out oftlze “700(:]5, and My Fatlzer,
the Pornograplzer. His work has appearecl
in The Best American Essays, The Best
American Short Stories, and many other

anthologies. His next novei, Country Dark ,
will be pu])iisileci in Aprii. He lives near Oxiord, Mississippi.

Thomas Oliphant was born in Broolziyn,
New York. He gracluatecl from Harvard
University in 1967, and he joinecl the
Boston G/olae in 1968. During in's career
with the newspaper, he served as its
Wasilington correspon(ient and reportecl

on ten presidentiai campaigns. He was one
of three editors who manageci the Globe's
coverage of school desegregation in Boston,
woriz that won a 1975 Puli’czer Prize. He
has also received a writing award from the American Society of
Newspaper Editors. Oiipilan’c has been a i;requent guest on television
news programs, inciucling Mglzt/ine , The NewsHour with Jim Lehrer
on PBS, Face the Nation , and CBS This Morning. Oiipilant is the
author of four books , the iatest, coauthored with Curtis Wiﬂeie, is
The Road to Camelot: Inside JEK’s Five-Year Campaign.

h-ﬂ"‘

Julian Randall is a Living Queer Black
poet from Chicago. He has received
ieiiowships from Callaloo, BOAAT, and
the Watering Ho/e, and was the 2015
National Coiiege Slam (CUPSI) Best
Poet. Randall is the curator of Winter
Tangerine Review’s Lineage of Mirrors.
His work has appearefi or is iortilcoming
in pui)iications such as the New York
Times Magazine, Prairie Sclzooner, and The
Adroit ]ourna/, and in the antiloiogies Dortrait in B/ues, Nepant/a,
and New Poetry ][rom the Midwest. He is a candidate for an MFA
in poetry at the University of Mississippi. His first Looie, Re][use ,
is the winner of the 2017 Cave Canem Poetry prize and will be
pui)iisi’ieci it)y University of Pittsit)urgil Press in Fall 2018.

TUEMAN

Zandria E Robinson’s work covers African
American experiences at the intersection

of iclentity, inequality, and culture in the
post—civii rigi'its South. She earned her BA
and MA at the University of Mempilis ,

and a PhD in socioiogy from Northwestern
University. She is author of This Ain't
Clzicago: Race, Class, and Regiona/ Ia’entity
in the Post-Soul South , and coedi’cor, with
Sandra L. Barnes and Earl Wrigilt 11, of
Re-Positioning Race: Proplzetic Research in a Post-Racial Obama
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Age. Her work has appeareci in Issues in Race and Society, The New
Encyc/opea’ia 0][ Southern Cu/ture, the Annual Review 0][ Socio/ogy,
with Marcus Antilony Hunter, and Ro//ing Stone.

Catlly S}lropshire is retired from the
Mississippi Department of Wildlife
Fisheries and Parks and served for ten
years as director of the Mississippi Wildlife
Federation. She is now the theatrical
incarnation of Miss Fannye Cook. While
Catily was worizing in the Game Division
at the Mississippi Museum of Natural
Science, she learned about Cook’s work

and her enormous contributions to
conservation in Mississippi. Si’iropshire’s por’crayai is intended to
both entertain and educate.

Michael Farris Smith is the author of
Desperation Road , Rivers, The Hands of
Strangers, and his new novel The Figlzter.
Rivers was named in numerous Best Books
of the Year iis’cs, and garnerecl the 2014
Mississippi Author Award for Fiction. His
short fiction has twice been nominated

for a Pushcart Prize and his essays have
appeareci with The New York Times , Catfislz
A//ey , Writer’s Bone, and more. He lives in
Qxior(i, Mississippi, with his wife and ciaugilters.

Ang‘ela Stuesse is assistant professor of
antilropoiogy at the University of North
Caroiina, Chapei Hill. She is Lroacuy
interested in social inequaii’cy, and she
studies and teaches about gioi)aiiza’cion,
structural racism, migration, ia])or,
human rigiits, social movements, and
activist research. Her i)ooiz, Scratclzing
Out a Living: Latinos, Race, and Work

in the Deep Soutlz, expiores how Latinos’
labor migration has transformed the South and impacte(i efforts
to organize for Woriepiace justice. It is based on six years of

collaboration with a poui’cry workers’ center in Mississippi, as well
as interviews with pouitry inciustry executives, workers and their
supporters, and community members of diverse Lacizgrouncls.

]ennifer Tseng is the author of two
awarcl—winning poetry books The Man with
My Face and Red Flower, White Flower,
which features Chinese translations i)y
Mengying Han and Aaron Crippen.

Her debut novei, Mayumi and the Sea
ofHappiness, was a finalist for the New
Engiancl Book Award and the PEN
Robert W. Bingham Award for Debut
Fiction. She curren’ciy teaches for the
Fine Arts Work Center’s summer program; FAW(C’s online
writing program, 24Pearist; and the Martha’s Vineyarfi Institute




of Creative Writing. Her latest chapl)oole, The Fassion o][ Woo and
Iso/ale, won the Rose Metal Press Short Story Chapl)oolz Contest.

Frank X Walker is a native of DanviHe,
Kentuclzy, and a gracluate of the University
of Kentucley. He complete(l an MFA in
writing at Spalding University in May
2003. Poet laureate of Kentuclzy from
2013 to 2015, he is the editor of America!
What's My Name? The “Other” FPoets
Un][ur/ the F/ag and Ec/ipsing a Nappy New
Millennium , and the author of eight poetry
coHec’cions, including Aﬂ;‘i/aclzian Sonnets,
When Winter Come: The Ascension o][ York, Black Box, Buﬂ'a/o
Dance: The Journey of York , and the forthcoming Ink Stains &
Watermarks: New and Uncollected Foems.

Elaine Weiss's feature writing for
magazines has been recognizecl with

prizes from the Society of Professional
Journalists, and her Lyline has appeared in
the At/antic, Harper s, the New York Times ,
the Boston Globe , and the Plzi/aale/plzia
Inquirer, as well as for reports and
documentaries for National Public Radio
and Voice of America. Her first ]30012,
Fruits of Victory: The Woman's Lana’Army

in the Great War, was excerptecl in Smithsonian magazine online
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and featured on C-Span and on pu]olic radio stations nationwide.
Weiss has worked as a Washington corresponclen’c, congressional
aide and speechwriter, magazine editor, and university journalisrn
instructor. She lives in Bal’cimore, Maryland, with her hus]aanfl,
Julian Krolik. They have two grown children. When not worlzing at
her desk, she can be found padcuing her 12aya12 on the Chesapealze
Bay. And she votes in every election. Her new book is The

Woman's Hour: The Great Figlzt to Win the Vote , which is about the
ﬁght in Tennessee to ratify the 19th Amendment.

Marcus Wicker is the recipient of a
Ruth Liuy Feuowship from the Poetry
F‘oundation, a Pushcart Prize, The
Missouri Review's Miller Audio Prize,
as well as fellowships from Cave Canem
and the Fine Arts Work Center. His
first collection Maylw the Saddest
TZzing ,a National Poetry Series winner,
was a finalist for an NAACP Image
Award. Wicker's poems have appeared
in the Nation, Poetry, American Poetry Review, Ox][oral American,
and Boston Review. Silencer is his second book. Wicker teaches in
the MFA program at the University of Memphis, and he is the
poetry editor of Southern Indiana Review. He is a member of the
Affrilachian Poets.

Sllirley VVieg‘and retired as professor
emerita from Marquette University
Law School, Milwaukee, Wisconsin,
in 2011. She Legan her 1ega1 career as
an attorney in Lexington, Kentuclzy,
then became a professor of law at the
University of Oklahoma in 1988,

where she earnecl tenure. Therea&er,

she served as professor and associate
dean at Marquette University Law
School and visiting professor at American University and Florida
A&M University Law School. She is the author of numerous

legal articles and three l)oolzs, inclu(ling The Desegregation of Public
Libraries in the Jim Crow South: Civil Rig]dts and Local Activism,
which she coauthored with Wayne Wegand. Wayne A. VVieg’and,
often referred to as the “Dean of American Lil)rary Historians,” is
F. William Summers Professor of Li]arary and Information Studies
Emeritus at Florida State University. He is the author of numerous
books on pu]alic libraries : including The Desegregation 0][ Public
Libraries in the Jim Crow South: Civil Rig]dts and Local Activism,
which he coauthored with Shirley Wegand. He was founder and a
codirector of the Center for the History of Print Culture in Modern
America, a joint program of the University of Wisconsin-Madison
and the Wisconsin His’corical Society, esta]alishecl in 1992.

Jessica Wilkerson is an assistant professor
of his’cory and Southern Studies at the
University of Mississippi. Her research
interests include southern and Appalachian
his’cory, US women'’s and gender llistory,
labor and worleing—class history, twentieth-
century social movements, and oral history.

She earned her MA from Sarah Lawrence
Coﬂege and her PhD from the University
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. She is

curren’cly completing her first l)oolz, 16 Live Here You Have to Figlzt:
Antipoverty, Labor, and Feminist Activism in the Appa/aclzian South.
The book traces the alliances forged and the grassroots movements

led lﬁ)y women in the Appalac}u'an South in the 1960s and 1970s.

Curtis Wilkie was a reporter for the
Clarksdale Press Register in his home
state of Mississippi during the 1960s

and then served as a national and foreign
correspondent for the Boston Globe for
twenty-six years. He is coauthor, with Jim
McDougal, of Arkansas Misclzief' The
Birth ofa National Scandal and author of
Dixie: A Personal Oa’yssey tlzrouglz EBuents
That Slzapeal the Modern Sautlz, The

Fall of the House oneus: The Rise and Ruin ofAmerica 's Most
Power][u/ Trial Lawyer, and Assassins, Fccentrics, Po/iticians, and
Other Persons of Interest: Fifty Pieces ][rom the Road. Wilkie holds
the Keuy Gene Cook Chair of ]ournalisrn at the University of
Mississippi. His latest ljoolz, with Thomas Oliphant, is The Road
to Camelot: Inside JFK’s Five-Year Campaign.
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Affrilachia and the

®

rilachian Poets

Poet Frank X Walker originally coined the term “Affrilachia.”
In reference to the region of Appalactlia, a mountain range
stretctiing over thirteen states aiong the East Coast of the
US from Mississippi to New Yoriz, Affrilachia is an ever-

evolving cultural landscape poised to render the invisible

visible. Affrilachia embraces a multicultural inﬂuence, a
spectrum of people who consider Appaiachia home and/

or identity strongiy with the trials and triumptls of t)eing

of tilis region. Since 1991, the Affrilachian Poets have

been writing togettier, detying the persistent stereotype of

a raciauy tlomogenized rural region. Ttirougti their writing
and the very existence of their enciave, the Affrilachian Poets
continue to reveal relationships that link identity to familial
roots, socioeconomic stratification and cultural inﬂuence,
and an inherent connection to the land.

Barksdale-Isom House—The old Isom Place (circa 1835) is
one of Oxford’s oldest and most historic houses. Built t)y Dr.
Thomas Isom, it was his home, office, and apottlecary. The house
was expanded in 1840 and again in 1862. The charter of the
University of Mississippi was signed in its dining room, which
also served as the University's first boardroom. Since 2000 the
ijuiiding has housed the Barksdale Reading Institute.

Center for the Study of Southern Culture—The Center for
the Study of Southern Cuiture, founded in the mid—1970s, is an
educational institute at the University of Mississippi in Oxtord,
Mississippi, and the first regionai studies center in the country.
The Center’s mission is to investigate, document, interpret, and
teach about the American South ttlrougti academic inquiry and
put)iications, documentary studies of tiim, ptlotograptiy, and

oral tiistory, and put)iic outreach programs. The interdiscipiinary
Southern Studies tacuity and the undergraduate and graduate
degree programs are the core of the Center’s work.

The Center’s undergraduate and graduate curricula incorporate
traditional disciplines of the arts, humanities, and social sciences to
form an interdiscipiinary framework for studying the South. The
Center promotes research on the South’s varied cultures t)y sup-
porting the work of its tacuity, statt, students, aiumni, and visit-
ing scholars. It offers opportunities for increasing understanding of
southern culture tiirougti put)iications, conterences, iectures, and
documentary media. Because of its iocation, the Center focuses
much of its work on Mississippi and the Deep Soutti, while at the
same time expioring the region as a wtioie, both in its American
and gio]aai contexts. Interests of Center tacuity, statt, and students
are atways ctlanging, and particuiar emptiases include documentary

studies, iiterature, iiistory, reiigion, toodways, music, race and eth-
nicity, and gio]:)aiization and identity.
Over the last quarter century the Center has become a focal

point for innovative education and research on the American

Souttl, strengttiening the University’s instructional program in
the tiumanities, promoting sctloiarstlip on many aspects of south-
ern cuiture, and encouraging put)iic understanding of the South
as a diverse and compiex space.

Children’s Book Festival—The 2018 Children’s Book
Festival will be held on Ttlursday, March 22 , at the Ford Center
for Pertorming Arts. The festival serves more than 1,200

first graders and fifth graders from schools in Latayette County
and Oxford. Committees made up of local school librarians ,
teactlers, and representatives from the Latayette County Literacy
Council (sponsor of the first grade) , Junior Auxiiiary (sponsor of
the fifth grade), and Square Books, Jr. choose the book each year.
The Conference then invites those authors to present programs
to each grade. Matt de la Pefia, this year's author for both grades,
will sign books at Square Booles, Jr. that afternoon.

Friends of the Lil)rary—Founded in 1940, the Friends of
the Lit)rary provides vital support to the J.D. Williams Lit)rary.
Memt)erstlip dues support new acquisitions, thus ieeeping our
iiijrary strong for our students and tacuity.

University of Mississippi Libraries’ Department of Archives
and Special Collections—Iocated on the third floor of the

J. D. Williams Lit)rary, the Department of Archives and Speciai
Collections houses important collections of Mississippiana. Since
1975, the primary purpose of Arctiives and Speciai Coiiections
has been to acquire, conserve, and make accessible rare books,
manuscripts, maps, visual and audio materiais, and eptlemera
related to the University of Mississippi, the state of Mississippi,
and the blues. To accompany Wayne A. and Stiiriey Wegand’s
Wednesday iecture, the UM Department of Archives and Speciai
Collections will feature a small exhibit of collections reiating to the
desegregation of put)iic t)uiidings in Mississippi and the Souttl, as
well as the iarger collaborative exhibit with the University Museum
dedicated to Mississippi artists and rare art pieces.

Latayette County Courthouse—The Latayette County
Courthouse is listed on the National Register of Historic Places.
It was constructed in 1872 to repiace an earlier t)uiiding burned
during the Civil War. The courthouse currentiy houses several
judiciai courtrooms and related offices. The courthouse also piays
a signiticant role in William Faulkner’s fictional Yoienapatawptia
County. The courthouse appears in muitipie works , inciuding
stories teaturing the iawyer Gavin Stevens, in the dramatic

ending to The Sound and the Fury, and in Go Down, Moses.

The Overl)y Center for Southern Journalism and
Politics—The Overt)y Center for Southern ]ournaiism and
Politics’ mission is to create better understanding of the

media, poiiticians, and the role of the First Amendment in our
democracy. The center is funded tiirougti a $5 million grant from
the Freedom Forum, a foundation dedicated to educating peopie
about the importance of a free press and the First Amendment.




Southside Gallery—Soutiisicte Gailery has exhibited work

]Jy artists prectominantiy from the Southeast since it was
estai)iistieci in 1993. [tisa Vitai part of Oxtorct’s art community
committed to promoting the arts tiirougti its program of rnontiiiy
exiiii)itions, trequent artist receptions, and other pu])iic events.

Square Boolzs—Square Books is a generai independent
bookstore in three separate i)uilciings (ai)out one hundred feet
apart) on the historic town square of Oxtord, Mississippi, home
of the University of Mississippi and many great writers, inciu(iing
William Faulkner, Barry Hannah, Larry Brown, and, for a time,
both Willie Morris and ]oi’xn Grisham. Square Books is known
for its strong selection of iiterary tiction, books on the American
South and i)y southern writers ,a iarge inventory of reduced-
price remaincters, and its emptiasis on books for children. The
store hosts the popuiar Thacker Mountain Radio show and more
than one hundred and tii'ty author events a year. The main store,
Square Booizs, is in a two-story i)uiiciing with a cafe and ]Jalcony
on the second floor. Off Square Books is a few doors down from
the main store and has iitestyie sections such as garctening and
cooiei)ooizs, and Square Booizs, Jr., the children’s i)oolzstore, is in
a i)uiiding on the east side of the square.

Thacker Mountain Radio—Thacker Mountain Radio is a live
radio show teaturing weeiziy author reactings and a wide array of
musical pertormances from the Square in thorct, Mississippi.
The free show is tapect and broadcast every Tiiursctay at 6:00
p-m. fiuring the fall and spring and rebroadcast every Saturctay
nigiit on Mississippi Public Radio.

UM Masters of Fine Arts in Creative Writing Program—
Currentiy celei)rating its seventeenth year, the UM MFA
program has been ranked one of the Atlantic Montlz/y's “Top Five
Up and Coming Programs” and is listed among the Top Fitty
MFA Programs ]Jy Poets & Whiters. The Poets & Whiters MFA
ranizings “measure sixteen distinct program features for each

of the 148 tuii—resiciency programs.” Features include tun(iing ,
cost of living, selectivity, teaciiing ioacl, curricular structure, and
placement of graduates. The MFA program specializes in fiction
and poetry, and suppiements speciaities with creative nontiction,
screen writing, and eco-writing. Students benefit from the
well-endowed readings series and interactions with the ]oiin

and Renée Grisham Writer—in—Resictence, a yeariy appointment
for an emerging writer. A student-run reactings series and
iiterary magazine, The Yalobusha Review , are just some of the
opportunities for the MFA students.

Faulkner and Yolenapatawptla

Conterence

“Faullzner an(l Slavery"
July 22-26, 2018

August 20, 2019, will mark the four hundredth anniversary of
African siavery in British North America. At the University of
Mississippi, a ttiirteen-montti-long series of events hosted i)y

FAULKNER
AND SLAVERY

numerous (iepartments and
programs will invite commen-
tary and reflection on that
historical milestone tiirougii-
out the anniversary year, be-
ginning Juiy 22-26, 2018,
with the torty-tittti annual
Faulkner and Yoknapatawpha
Conference, sponsored by the
UM Department of Engiisi’i,
dedicated to the su]oject of
“Faulkner and Slavery.” A dis-

tinguisiie(i roster of paneiists The University of Mississippi

and izeynote speaizers will ex-

Faulkner & Yoknapatawpha Conference

Oxford, Mi July 22-26, 2018

piore the meaning of siavery in

the personai iiistory, cultural
milieu, and literary career of
William Faulkner. Speciai sessions will expiore siavery in north
Mississippi, at the University of Mississippi, and at the Robert
Stieegog resi(ience, the antebellum Oxford town home now
known to Faulkner aficionados as Rowan Oak.

Other conference events include the popuiar “Teactiing
Faulkner” sessions led by James Carothers, Brian McDonald,
Charles Peeiz, Terrell Te]o]:)etts, and Theresa Towner. Collaborators
on Digitai Yoienapatawptia, a (iigitai humanities project at the
University of Virginia, will present an update on project work at
a lunchtime session. Bookseller Seth Berner will lead a presen-
tation on “Coiiecting Faulkner,” the J. D. Williams Lii)rary will
exhibit rare Faulkner materials and sponsor a “Lii)rary Lecture”
on a topic of interest to Faulkner buffs, and the University
Museum will welcome conference registrants to a speciai exhibi-
tion. Optional (iayiong guide& tours will visit Faulkner-related
locations in Oxford, northeast Mississippi, and the Mississippi
Delta. Moreover, this year’s tour options will include a first for
Faulkner and Yoiznapatawpila: a “Behind the Big House” tour of
Hoily Springs, which turns to ctocumentary, architectural, and
arciiaeoiogicai evidence to reconstruct the lives and dweiiings of

the town’s enslaved popuiation.




This year's conference is dedicated to Ann Abadie, cofounder of
the Oxford Conference for the Boolz, for her tireless work and
devotion to the written word in Mississippi.

Support the Conference

Friends of the conference may choose to support either Ly malzing a gift to the conference’s general fund or l)y directing their

contribution to the conference’s endowment fund.

General Fun(l

We are proud that the conference is free and open to the
public. This &oes, however, require funclraising in support of
author ’cravel, stipends, venue rental, and the many other things
necessary for planning a three-day-long event. Any amount
helps in our mission to bring celebrated writers to Oxford.

If you do wish to support the conference, visit oxfordconfer-
enceforthebook.com for information on online giving. If

you prefer to send a check, you may mail it to the foﬂowing
address: The University of Mississippi Foundation — OCB
General Support, P.O. Box 249, University, MS 38677-1848.

The Abadie Endowment
An endowment, started in the summer of 2011, honors
retired Center associate director Ann Abadie. Past and present
members of the Center for the Study of Southern Culture’s
Ad\n'sory Committee started the fund, and with encouragement
from the Center’s partners at Square Boolzs, many past
participants in the conference made contributions as well.
Contributions to the endowment are very much welcome.
Anyone interested in maleing a contribution can mail it to The
University of Mississippi Foundation — Abadie Endowment,
P.O. Box 249, University, MS 38677-1848. Checks should
specify that tl'ley are in support of the OCB Endowment.

Make a Gift to the Oxford Conference for the Book

TITLE(S) NAME(S)

ADDRESS

CITY

STATE Z1P

E-MAIL

O I/we would like to make a contribution of $
O I/we would like to make a contribution of $
O I/we are enclosing a check for $

Please charge $ O Mastercard

Card Numl)er

to my

O Visa

in support of the conference General Fund.

in support of the Abadie Endowmen’c Fund.

O AmEx
Exp.

Signature Requirecl

Please make checks payable to The University of Mississippi Foundation and mail this form and payment to
CSSC/OCB ¢ PO Box 1848 * Barnard Ol)servatory * University, MS 38677

To give online, please visit oxfordconferenceforthebook.com

Appeal: Program



The Twenty—Fif’ch
QX£O]5(1 Conference for ’the BOOlQ

The University of Mississ sippl ® Q\forl ssissippi

Sponsored Ly the Center for the Study of Southern Culture, Square Boolzs, Department of Enghsh, J. D. Williams
Li})rary, Friends of the J. D. Williams Li})rary, Over})y Center for Southern ]ournalism and Politics, John and Renée
Grisham Visiting Writers Fund, and the Lafayette County & Oxford Public Li]arary.

The conference is par’ciaﬂy funded Ly the University of Mississippi, a contribution from the R&B Feder Foundation for the
Beaux Arts, a grant from the Mississippi Humanities Council, and promotional support from Visit Oxford.

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY —\ MISSISSIPPTI HUMANITIES COUNCIL
Founded in 1940, the Friencls of the Lil)rary Mississippii—lumanities Tl’lis program is financiaﬂy assiste(l ]Jy the
provicles vital support to the J. D. Williams \\\: National Endowment for the Humanities
Li])rary. 100% of our meml)ership dues sup- througlu the Mississippi Humanities Council.
port new acquisitions, thus leeeping our li]:vrary MHC’s purpose is to provicle pu]olic programs
strong for our students and faculty. in traditional liberal arts disciplines to serve

nonprofit groups in Mississippi.

For tourist information, contact: For information about books and authors, contact:

Visit Oxford

102 Ed Perry Boulevar(l * Oxforcl, MS 38655
telephone 800-758-9177 662-232-2367 telephone 800-468-4001 ¢ 662-236-2262,
fax 662-232-8680 fax 662-234-9630

Www. OXfOIdCV}J.COm www.squarel)oolzs.com

Square BOOIQS
160 Courthouse Square, Oxford, MS 38655

OXFORD
CONFERENCE

%J/ %,,/

For more information concerning the conference, contact:

Center for the Stu(ly of Southern Culture

The University of Mississippi
PO. Box 1848, University, MS 38677-1848
@ telephone 662-915-5993 ¢ fax 662-915-5814 * e-mail cssc@olemiss.edu * oxfordconferenceforthebook.com

1 he The University complies with all applioable laws gardi irmative action and equal

opportunity in all its activities and does not d ina anyone protected ]Jy law because

. 3 . 3 3 .
unlverSlty OfMlSSISSlppl of ;‘.ge, Cl‘t‘t‘Ll, co]or, national origin, race, religmn, sex, hand icap, veteran, or other status.




